
FOUNDED 1857
VOL. 311, NO. 136

FACEBOOK.COM/SACRAMENTOBEE
TWITTER.COM/SACBEE_NEWS

NEWS ALL DAY.
YOUR WAY. TUESDAY MAY 16 2023 $3.00

SACBEE .COM

A A A A

D
A
IL
Y

Sunny
94°/58° See 10A

In today’s paper
SPORTS: Get
ready for the
Sac-Joaquin
Section softball
playoffs. 1B

TodayinXtra
Living

Subscribers have access to this
additional bonus content online at
sacbee.com/eedition/xtraliving.

How much
healthcare will
typically cost
during your life?
Take a look at
the numbers.via Parade

DIGITAL READERS GET MORE

CUSTOMER SERVICE
800-284-3233
sacbee.com/customer-service

We’re committed to providing the essential journalism you need. Find the content
important to you inside. Subscribers can find an additional 50+ pages each day
by going to sacbee.com/eedition/extraextra or by scanning the code to the left.

With wide-reaching interven-
tion against COVID-19 now
firmly in the past, officials and

experts continue to preach the
importance of individual deci-
sion-making to assess and man-
age their health risks.
Monitoring coronavirus con-

ditions is becoming more diffi-
cult, however, as the pandem-

ic’s post-emergency phase has
seen data collection and report-
ing endeavors either scaled
back or abandoned entirely.
Part of this is by design. The

collective experience with the
coronavirus has shunted some

incomplete metrics, such as
officially reported case counts,
in favor of others such as
wastewater monitoring, which
can provide a clearer picture of
the virus’ circulation in a com-
munity.
But dwindling data make it

more difficult to assess the
virus’ trajectory in specific
areas and for people to adjust
their attitudes and behaviors
accordingly — a potentially
unsettling development for
those who remain most at risk
of falling seriously ill.
And the public knowledge

gap may widen in the months
ahead, as metric collection

How much COVID is
in California? It’s
getting harder to tell
BY LUKEMONEY AND RONG-GONG
LIN II
Los Angeles Times

SEE COVID, 2A

The snow blanketing the
Sierra lies so deep that the
mountain range looks surpris-
ingly swollen and “puffy,” said
Carey, who leads the flights as
part of a state-funded program.
“The amount of water that

we have in the snowpack this
year is just mind-blowing,” she
said. “It’s just been extraordin-
ary.”
By mapping the snowpack

MAMMOTH LAKES
Flying thousands of feet

above the Sierra Nevada in a
plane equipped with specialized
imaging devices, Elizabeth
Carey has been scanning the
mountains with lasers to pre-
cisely map the snow.

with laser pulses and spectrom-
eters, Carey and her colleagues
are able to provide a detailed
picture of one of the biggest
snow accumulations ever re-
corded in the state. The flights
are also collecting data to esti-
mate when and how fast the
snow will melt, helping Cali-
fornia officials prepare for the
runoff, manage water releases
from dams, and assess which

areas are most at risk of flood-
ing.
Their measurements, along

with estimates by other re-
searchers, show that when the
snowpack reached its peak in
April, it held approximately 40
million acre-feet of water, near-
ly as much as the total capacity
of all the state’s reservoirs com-

GINA FERAZZI Los Angeles Times

Thomas Painter, co-founder of Airborne Snow Observatories, stands on the tarmac April 5 near one of the planes used to fly over the
mountains to collect detailed data about the snowpack at Mammoth Yosemite Airport. The plane has been fitted to carry lasers and
intricate camera equipment.

Flight lets scientists map
snowpack, measure flood threats
BY IAN JAMES
Los Angeles Times

SEE FLOOD THREATS, 5A

ANN ARBOR, MICH.
With new and used cars still

painfully expensive, Ryan
Holdsworth says he plans to
keep his 9-year-old Chevy
Cruze for at least four more
years. Limiting his car payments
and his overall debt is a bigger
priority for him than having a
new vehicle.
A 35-year-old grocery store

worker from Grand Rapids,
Michigan, Holdsworth would
probably be in the market for a
vehicle within a few years — if
not for the high cost. For now,
it’s out of the question.
“You’re not going to get one

for a price you can afford,” he
said.
Holdsworth has plenty of

company. Americans are keep-
ing their cars longer than ever.
The average age of a passenger
vehicle on the road hit a record
12.5 years this year, according to
data gathered by S&P Global
Mobility. Sedans like Holds-
worth’s are even older, on aver-
age — 13.6 years.
Blame it mainly on the pan-

demic, which in 2020 triggered
a global shortage of automotive
computer chips, the vital com-
ponent that runs everything
from radios to gas pedals to
transmissions. The shortage
drastically slowed global assem-
bly lines, making new vehicles
scarce on dealer lots just when
consumers were increasingly
eager to buy.
Prices reached record highs.

And though they’ve eased some-
what, the cost of a vehicle still
feels punishingly expensive to
many Americans, especially
when coupled with now much-
higher loan rates.
Since the pandemic struck

three years ago, the average
new vehicle has rocketed 24%
to nearly $48,000 as of April,
according to Edmunds.com.
Typical loan rates on new-car
purchases have ballooned to 7%,
a consequence of the Federal
Reserve’s aggressive streak of
interest rate hikes to fight in-
flation.
It’s all pushed the national

average monthly auto loan pay-
ment to $729. Experts say a
family earning the median U.S.
household income can no longer

Americans
are holding
on to their
vehicles
longer than
ever
BY TOM KRISHER
Associated Press

SEE VEHICLES, 2A

As the nation prepares for the
2024 presidential election, de-
bates over changes to voting
laws have once again dominated
many state legislatures.
While there are ongoing ef-

forts to make it more difficult to
vote in many Republican-con-
trolled states, a research group
found there has also been a
quiet countermovement to ex-

pand access to voting across the
country. A new report by the
Voting Rights Lab, a nonparti-
san group that focuses on analy-
sis that advances free and fair
elections, found that nearly a
third of legislation passed in
statehouses earlier this year
make it easier to vote through
policies such as expanding early
and mail voting opportunities,
restoring felon voting rights and
providing more time to voters
for fixing errors on ballots,
among other things.

The study also highlights a
rising number of laws passed in
the first three months of the
year that add greater require-
ments for mail voting, disem-
power nonpartisan election
officials and add criminal liabil-
ities for election workers for any
mistakes.
Many states have fine-tuned or

drastically changed their voting
laws in recent years, often in
response to the coronavirus pan-

Ahead of 2024 election, several
states overhaul voting laws
BY MATTHEW BROWN
The Washington Post

CALLA KESSLER The Washington Post

Voters cast their ballots at a voting site at St. Timothy's Episcopal
Church in D.C. in 2018. Following the 2020 presidential election, more
than 30 states proposed and passed a flurry of laws in 2021.SEE 2024 ELECTION, 2A


