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BILLINGS, Mont. – The Biden ad-
ministration wants to put conserving
vast government-owned lands on
equal footing with oil drilling, livestock
grazing and other interests, according
to a top administration offi�cial who de-
fended the idea against criticism that it
would interfere with industry.

The proposal would allow conserva-
tionists and others to lease federally
owned land to restore it, much the
same way oil companies buy leases to
drill and ranchers pay to graze cattle.
Companies could also buy conserva-
tion leases – for example, oil drillers
might want to off�set damage to public
land by restoring acreage elsewhere.

Tracy Stone-Manning, director of
the Bureau of Land Management, said
in an interview with The Associated
Press that the proposed changes would
address rising pressure from climate
change and development. While the 

See LEASES, Page 3A

Land 
leases for
conservation
proposed
Matthew Brown
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON – House Speaker
Kevin McCarthy said Monday there’s
been “no progress” on debt ceiling talks
ahead of a meeting with President Joe
Biden and other congressional leaders
scheduled for Tuesday at the White
House, as the country pushes closer to a
crisis over the need to raise its legal bor-
rowing limit.

“It’s very concerning to me,” McCar-
thy, R-Calif., told reporters as he opened

the House chamber.
“There’s no progress that I see,” he

said of the staff�-level talks that extend-
ed through the weekend. “And it really
concerns me with the timeline of where
we are.”

McCarthy confi�rmed that he and the
other congressional leaders are heading
back to the White House on Tuesday to
meet with Biden. The meeting was ini-
tially supposed to be Friday, but was
abruptly postponed so staff�-level talks
could continue through the weekend.

Time is narrowing as Biden prepares
to depart for the Group of Seven summit
in Japan on Wednesday. The standoff�
comes as the Treasury Department says
the nation will be unable to pay its bills

as soon as June 1. Biden’s National Se-
curity Council spokesman John Kirby
said that so far, “We are still planning
to leave as scheduled.”

Biden, who was in Philadelphia on
Monday to attend granddaughter Mai-
sy’s graduation from the University of
Pennsylvania, told reporters the meet-
ing was on for Tuesday but did not
elaborate on prospects for a deal.

The president remained hopeful
that an agreement could be reached
with Republicans to avoid what would
be an unprecedented debt default,
which could trigger a fi�nancial catas-
trophe.
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President Joe Biden on Sunday did not detail much progress in the debt limit talks, but said he remained hopeful an
agreement could be reached. The president will resume the talks with House Speaker Kevin McCarthy and other
congressional leaders Tuesday. JACQUELYN MARTIN/POOL FILE VIA USA TODAY NETWORK
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PHILADELPHIA – The Philadelphia
Inquirer experienced the most signifi�-
cant disruption to its operations in 27
years due to what the newspaper calls a
cyberattack. 

The company was working to restore
print operations after a cyber incursion
that prevented the printing of the news-
paper’s Sunday print edition, the Inquirer
reported on its website.

The news operation’s website was still
operational Sunday, although updates
were slower than normal, the Inquirer re-
ported.

Inquirer Publisher Lisa Hughes said
Sunday “we are currently unable to pro-

vide an exact time line” for full restora-
tion of the paper’s systems.

“We appreciate everyone’s patience
and understanding as we work to fully
restore systems and complete this inves-
tigation as soon as possible,” Hughes said
in an email responding to questions from
the paper’s newsroom.

The attack was fi�rst detected when
employees on Saturday morning found
the newspaper’s content management
system was not working. 

The Inquirer “discovered anomalous
activity on select computer systems and
immediately took those systems off�-
line,” Hughes said.

The cyberattack has caused the larg-
est disruption to publication of Pennsyl-
vania’s largest news organization since a
massive blizzard in January 1996, the In-
quirer reported.
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The cyberattack on The Philadelphia Inquirer was fi�rst detected when employees
on Saturday morning found the newspaper’s content management system was
not working. WILLIAM THOMAS CAIN/GETTY IMAGES 

ANKARA, Turkey – Turkey’s presi-
dential election will be decided in a
runoff�, election offi�cials said Monday,
after incumbent Recep Tayyip Erdogan
pulled ahead of his chief challenger but
fell short of an outright victory that
would extend his increasingly authori-
tarian rule into a third decade.

The May 28 second-round vote will
determine whether the strategically lo-
cated NATO country remains under the
president’s fi�rm grip or can embark on
a more democratic course promised by
his main rival, Kemal Kilicdaroglu.

While Erdogan has governed for 20
years, opinion polls had suggested that
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