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As the nation prepares for the
2024 presidential election, de-
bates over changes to voting
laws have once again dominated
many state legislatures.
While there are ongoing ef-

forts to make it more difficult to
vote in many Republican-con-
trolled states, a research group
found there has also been a
quiet countermovement to ex-

pand access to voting across the
country. A new report by the
Voting Rights Lab, a nonparti-
san group that focuses on analy-
sis that advances free and fair
elections, found that nearly a
third of legislation passed in
statehouses earlier this year
make it easier to vote through
policies such as expanding early
and mail voting opportunities,
restoring felon voting rights and
providing more time to voters
for fixing errors on ballots,
among other things.

The study also highlights a
rising number of laws passed in
the first three months of the
year that add greater require-
ments for mail voting, disem-
power nonpartisan election
officials and add criminal liabil-
ities for election workers for any
mistakes.
Many states have fine-tuned

or drastically changed their
voting laws in recent years,
often in response to the coro-
navirus pandemic and rampant
falsehoods about election sys-

tems spread by former president
Donald Trump and his allies. A
movement coalesced in Repub-
lican-led state legislatures to

enact so-called election security
measures that critics feared

Ahead of 2024
election, several states
overhaul voting laws
BY MATTHEW BROWN
The Washington Post

CALLA KESSLER The Washington Post

Voters cast their ballots at a voting site at St. Timothy's Episcopal
Church in D.C. in 2018. Following the 2020 presidential election, more
than 30 states proposed and passed a flurry of laws in 2021.

SEE 2024 ELECTION, 3A

imaging devices, Elizabeth
Carey has been scanning the
mountains with lasers to pre-
cisely map the snow.
The snow blanketing the

Sierra lies so deep that the
mountain range looks surpris-
ingly swollen and “puffy,” said

MAMMOTH LAKES
Flying thousands of feet

above the Sierra Nevada in a
plane equipped with specialized

Carey, who leads the flights as
part of a state-funded program.
“The amount of water that

we have in the snowpack this
year is just mind-blowing,” she
said. “It’s just been extraordin-
ary.”
By mapping the snowpack

with laser pulses and spectrom-
eters, Carey and her colleagues
are able to provide a detailed
picture of one of the biggest
snow accumulations ever re-
corded in the state. The flights

GINA FERAZZI Los Angeles Times

Thomas Painter, co-founder of Airborne Snow Observatories, stands on the tarmac April 5 near one of the planes used to fly over the
mountains to collect detailed data about the snowpack at Mammoth Yosemite Airport. The plane has been fitted to carry lasers and
intricate camera equipment.

Scientists take flight to map
snowpack, measure flood threat
BY IAN JAMES
Los Angeles Times
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LOS ANGELES
Gloria Molina, a groundbreak-

ing Chicana leader in state and
local California politics for more
than 30 years, has died after a
three-year battle with cancer,
her family announced. She was
74.
Molina died Sunday evening

at her Mount Washington home,
surrounded by her family, her
daughter, Valentina Martinez,
said in a statement.
Molina, a Democrat, was the

first Latina to serve in the state
Assembly, on the Los Angeles
City Council and on the Los
Angeles County Board of Super-
visors.
Molina paved the way for

future generations of leaders,
said Karen Bass, who was elect-
ed last year as the first female
mayor of Los Angeles.
In a statement, Bass called

Molina “a force for unapologetic
good and transformational
change in Los Angeles” who
“advocated for those who did
not have a voice in government
through her pioneering envi-
ronmental justice work, her role
as a fiscal watchdog, and her
advocacy for public health.”
Molina was born to working-

class parents on May 31, 1948,
in Montebello and was the old-
est of 10 children.
She was elected to the state

Assembly in 1982 and then to
the Los Angeles City Council,
where she served from 1987 to
1991, when she was elected to
the Los Angeles County Board
of Supervisors. She served on
the board until she was termed
out in 2014.
Molina revealed her terminal

cancer battle in a Facebook post
on March 14.
“You should know that I’m

not sad,” she wrote. “I enter this
transition in life feeling so fortu-
nate. I have an amazing and
caring family, wonderful
friends, and worked with com-
mitted colleagues and a loyal
team.”
The Board of Supervisors

subsequently voted to change
the name of downtown’s Grand
Park to Gloria Molina Grand
Park.

Latina leader
in state
politics for
decades dies
Associated Press

Drivers can expect nighttime
lane closures as major flood
repairs begin on Interstate 5 and
state Highway 33.
The $3 million project kicked

off Monday night and continues

through June 9, the California
Department of Transportation
said in a news release.
Varying segments of road

between the Vernalis and Gus-
tine areas will have traffic re-
strictions as crews deal with the
wet winter’s damage to the
pavement.
Caltrans also will close the

Westley rest area on I-5 for a
separate water and sewer project
fromMay 16 through 26. Both
the northbound and southbound
sides of this snack and restroom
stop will be affected throughout.
The 1-5 storm repairs will be

from the state Highway 140
interchange north to the In-
terstate 580 split. 1-5 has two

lanes each way.
Highway 33 will get work

between Stuhr Road in Newman
and Sperry Road in Patterson. It
has one lane each way, so al-
ternating sides will be closed.
The first construction will be

on ramps connecting 1-5 and
Highway 140. They will run
from 9 p.m. May 15 to 7 a.m.
May 16.
Drivers can check for updates

on the rest of the closures at
quickmap.dot.ca. gov.
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Flood repairs will affect traffic
on area roadways into June
BY JOHN HOLLAND
jholland@modbee.com


