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By Ben Christopher
CalMatters

Californians worried 
about the cost of housing 
were offered the rarest of 
gifts the month: a glimmer 
of hope.

New numbers released by 
the Newsom administration 
show that California added 
homes to its housing stock 
at a faster clip than any time 
since the Great Recession — 
123,350 additional units, or 
an increase of 0.85%.  

Over that same period, the 
state’s population declined, 
marking the third year in a 
row that it’s fallen from one 
new year to the next.

Put those two numbers to-

gether and a surprising sta-
tistic emerges: There are now 
more homes per person — 
3,770 units for every 10,000 
Californians — than there 
have been since at least 1991. 

For a state that has long 
suffered from too many peo-
ple trying to cram them-
selves into too few homes, 
that’s an encouraging num-
ber at first glance. 

It’s also the kind of news 
that might lead a person to 
wonder: Does this California 
exodus mean the state’s pe-
rennial housing shortage is 
finally coming to an end? 

The long answer is “it’s 
complicated.” 

Though many analysts 

CALIFORNIA

Loss of population and building of new 
homes is good news, bad news situation
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Mark Brennecke, of Turlock, relaxes while staying at the Sunset State Beach campground in Watsonville on May 9. 
“It’s just one of those years,” he said about the likelihood of future Sierra camping trips being altered. “It’s terrible.”

By Ethan Baron
ebaron@bayareanewsgroup.com

Emily and Jeremy Cross from Scotts 
Valley are planning to travel with their 
two boys to a family reunion in July 
at a Sierra Nevada campground. But 
a big, frozen question hangs over the 
trip: Will California’s near-record 
snowpack melt in time?

“We’re just going to keep an eye out. 
We’ll probably call the ranger station 
and find out updates on what is the sta-
tus of the snowpack,” said Emily Cross, 
43, who homeschools her two sons, 6 
and 8, while Jeremy teaches elemen-
tary school in the South Bay.

Persistent snow around the planned 
reunion site at Clark Fork south of 
Lake Tahoe and in the backpacking 
paradise of Emigrant Wilderness, 
where the family intends to go after 
the gathering, could mean a pivot to 
a Mendocino County coastal getaway 
and hiking in the Lost Coast south of 
Eureka, Cross said.

California State Parks’ acting super-
intendent for the Sierra District, Scott 
Elliott, who has spent 18 years with the 

department, said, “I’ve certainly never 
seen a snowpack this high this late.”

While a “Big Melt” is expected to 
liquefy the massive amounts of Sierra 
snow, its timing is uncertain, and 

campers across California are having 
to weigh spring and summer options 
and decide whether to stick with their 
plans or make new ones. Meanwhile, 

PUSHED TO THE COAST

Campers forced to chill out 
because of huge snowpack
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A park ranger speaks to a driver at a checkpoint for a road closure due to flooding 
in Yosemite Valley on April 29.

By Austin Turner and Elissa Miolene
Staff writers

Oakland teachers are returning to the class-
room today, marking the end of a strike that kept 
34,000 students out of school for eight days. As of 
Monday afternoon, there were no plans to make 
up for the lost learning.

That return comes after weeks of daily negoti-
ations between the Oakland Unified School Dis-
trict and the teachers’ union, the Oakland Ed-
ucation Association. Teachers won big on com-
pensation and lauded their gains on important 
proposals aimed to improve students’ learning 
conditions. But the final deal seems to have fallen 
short of the union’s initial list of demands cen-
tered around societal issues.

Now the district must figure out how to pay 
for the agreement.

“We all know that at the end of the day, the 
math needs to make sense. We need to stay sol-
vent,” said Oakland Unified Superintendent Kyla 
Johnson-Trammell. “There are a number of dif-
ferent avenues that I think we’re going to have to 
explore to maintain ongoing solvency.”

The tentative 2 1/2-year agreement includes a 
15.5% raise for most teachers and an 18.5% raise 
for starting teachers. Under this new agreement, 
first-year teachers will make — at a minimum — 
$62,696 a year, a jump from $52,905.

Teachers at the top of the pay scale will make 
$109,878 a year, excluding health and pension 
benefits, and bilingual teachers will be given 
an additional stipend of $3,000. Some teachers 
could see their salaries jump by $20,000 next 
year, Armendariz said. Union members also will 
receive a $5,000 one-time bonus and a 10% ret-
roactive raise to Nov. 1, 2022.

Johnson-Trammell called the compensation 
package — which has a price tag of $70 million — 
“historic,” especially for a district that has grap-
pled with shaky finances for the last two decades.

Other provisions include a boost in the num-
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Classes to 
resume as 
teachers 
end strike 
Union achieves big monetary gains 
but falls short of its sticking-point 
demands centered on societal issues

By Charlie Savage, Glenn Thrush, 
Adam Goldman and Katie Benner
New York Times

WASHINGTON >> John Durham, the Trump-era spe-
cial counsel who for four years has pursued a po-
litically fraught investigation into the Russia in-

quiry, accused the FBI of a “lack 
of analytical rigor” in a final re-
port made public Monday that ex-
amined the bureau’s investigation 
into whether the 2016 Trump cam-
paign was conspiring with Mos-
cow.

Durham’s 306-page report ap-
peared to show little substantial 
new information about the FBI’s 
handling of the Russia investi-

gation, known as Crossfire Hurricane, and it 
failed to produce the kinds of blockbuster reve-
lations impugning the bureau that former Presi-
dent Donald Trump and his allies had once sug-
gested that Durham would find.

Instead, the report — released without sub-
stantive comment or redactions by Attorney Gen-
eral Merrick Garland — repeated previously ex-
posed flaws in the inquiry, including from a 2019 
inspector general report, while concluding that 
the FBI suffered from a confirmation bias as it 
pursued leads about Trump’s ties to Russia.

POLITICS

In his final report, 
Trump-era special 
counsel denounces 
FBI’s Russia probe

‘Big Melt’ to liquefy massive amounts of Sierra snow — but when?
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CAHOUSING units compare 051623

MISSING THE MARK
California falls short on the number of housing units it produces 
versus what these housing authorities/experts recommend.

Units
added

HCD (2000)
220K

HCD (2018)
180K

McKinsey (2016)
350K

HCD (2022)
312.5K

LAO (2015)
210K units

Budget
(2023)
148K

Units actually needed
Recommendation by these entities. Year indicates when it 
was given. Length of the line is span of the recommendation.per year

Legislative Analyst O�ce
McKinsey & Co. consulting firm
State budget

Dept. of 
Housing and 
Community 
Development

2023
123,350 units

More availability seen as positive, but experts 
don’t see prices coming down anytime soon
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