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As the nation prepares for the
2024 presidential election,
debates over changes to voting
laws have once again dom-
inated many state legislatures.
While there are ongoing

efforts to make it more difficult
to vote in many Republican-
controlled states, a research
group found there has also
been a quiet countermovement
to expand access to voting
across the country. A new re-
port by the Voting Rights Lab, a
nonpartisan group that focuses
on analysis that advances free
and fair elections, found that
nearly a third of legislation

passed in statehouses earlier
this year make it easier to vote
through policies such as ex-
panding early and mail voting
opportunities, restoring felon
voting rights and providing
more time to voters for fixing
errors on ballots, among other
things.
The study also highlights a

rising number of laws passed in
the first three months of the
year that add greater require-
ments for mail voting, dis-
empower nonpartisan election
officials and add criminal liabil-
ities for election workers for
any mistakes.
Many states have fine-tuned

or drastically changed their
voting laws in recent years,
often in response to the coro-

navirus pandemic and rampant
falsehoods about election sys-
tems spread by former presi-
dent Donald Trump and his
allies. A movement coalesced
in Republican-led state legisla-
tures to enact so-called election
security measures that critics
feared would restrict access to
the ballot.
Following the 2020 presi-

dential election, more than 30
states proposed and passed a
flurry of laws in 2021. Nearly as
many states have enacted an
even greater number of
changes to election policy this
year, according to the report.
That is despite a lower number
of election bills being intro-
duced.
The Voting Rights Lab report

classified different policies as
either expanding, restricting or
having a neutral effect on elec-
tions. Although the group de-
termined that a majority of new
laws over the past three years
will probably expand voting
access, the study predicted the
highest proportion yet of new
laws that would restrict access.
“A lot of states are doing a lot

of work to make voting more
accessible for their citizens,”
said Liz Avore, a policy adviser
at the Voting Rights Lab and
lead author of the report. “But
there are a number of states that
are doing the opposite. It’s in-
creasingly the case that your ZIP
code determines your level of

Ahead of 2024 election, several
states overhaul voting laws
BY MATTHEW BROWN
The Washington Post

SEE VOTING LAWS, 4A

Barber Memorial Fund and the
College Area Neighborhood
Alliance. “Explore all the fun
activities and resources our
Recreation Department and
community has to offer, make a
splash in the pool and splash
pad or test your strength on the
bungee run,” says an email to
The Bee from Parks, Recreation
and Neighborhoods Manager
Ashley Weaver.

RECREATIONAL WATER
FEATURES
According to the city of Mo-

desto’s website, splash pads
will be open May 26 through
Sept. 4. They operate daily, 11
a.m. to 7 p.m., and are free to
use.
Locations are:
AFreedom Park, 3500 Sha-

ron Ave.
ALions’ Junction on the Vir-

ginia Corridor Trail, Roseburg
and Virginia avenues

A Sylvan Park, 2801 Niabell
Place

This stretch of days in the
low to mid-90s that started
Saturday and continues in the
forecast at least through next
weekend is just a taste of things
to come for the greater Modes-
to area.
There are ways to beat the

heat, of course. Fans help. Air
conditioning is better, but har-
der on your wallet.
But nothing — nothing — cuts

through the heat like cool wa-
ter. Here, then, is a bit on ways
families can get wet in Modesto
and some other Stanislaus
County communities.
The city of Modesto will have

its free Summer Kick Off Party
on May 26 from 1 to 4 p.m. at
the Graceada Park pool.
The water safety event is

co-hosted by the Parks, Recre-
ation and Neighborhood De-
partment, the Ryan Michael

A Sanders Park, Kodiak Drive
at Litt Road

AGeorge Rogers Park, 1650
Hillside Drive

ACoffee Claratina Park,
4400 Highlights Way

AGraceada Park, 401 Need-
ham Ave.

AMarshall Park, 440 Sutter
Ave.

AUstach Park, 2700 Hillglen
Drive
In Turlock, water spray parks

at Broadway Park, 501 N.
Broadway, and Columbia Park,
600 Columbia Ave., opened
May 12. They operate noon to 7
p.m. daily.

PUBLIC POOLS
Modesto offers public recre-

ational swim sessions from
June 10 through Aug. 4 (closed
July Fourth). Cost is $2, and
locations are:

A Johansen High School pool,
Mondays through Saturdays 1
to 4 p.m. plus Saturdays 5 to 7
p.m. A Dive-In event (think

drive-in movie but at the pool)
will be held July 28, showing
the animated feature “Strange
World.” The pool opens at 7
p.m. and showtime is at dusk.
Admission is $4.

ADavis High School pool,
Mondays through Saturdays 1
to 4 p.m.

AGraceada Park pool, week-
days 1 to 4 p.m.. The pool — 20
feet wide, 40 feet long, but just
3½ feet at its deepest— is open
only to swimmers age 12 and
younger.
Also in Modesto, the swim-

ming pool at the Salvation
Army Red Shield Community
Center, 1649 Las Vegas St.,
opens for public swimming on
June 12. Sessions are 1 to 3 p.m.
and 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. weekdays
and noon to 5 p.m. Saturdays.
Cost is $2.
In Turlock, public swim will

be available only at Pitman
High School this summer, start-
ing June 12. Hours are 12:30 to
2:30 p.m. Mondays through
Thursdays. Cost is $1 for chil-
dren, $3 for adults.
The Patterson Aquatic Center

has recreational swim June 10
through Aug. 10, 12:15 to 3:15
p.m. daily. All ages are wel-

ANDY ALFARO aalfaro@modbee.com

Nicholas Yarber, 3, fills a bucket as he plays in the water feature at Graceada Park in Modesto last year.

Ways to beat the heat, stay
safe in Stanislaus County
BY DEKE FARROW
jfarrow@modbee.com

SEE BEAT THE HEAT, 4A

Drivers can expect nighttime
lane closures as major flood
repairs begin on Interstate 5 and
state Highway 33.
The $3 million project kicked

off Monday night and continues
through June 9, the California
Department of Transportation
said in a news release.
Varying segments of road

between the Vernalis and Gus-
tine areas will have traffic re-
strictions as crews deal with the
wet winter’s damage to the
pavement.
Caltrans also will close the

Westley rest area on I-5 for a
separate water and sewer pro-
ject from May 16 through 26.
Both the northbound and south-
bound sides of this snack and
restroom stop will be affected
throughout.
The 1-5 storm repairs will be

from the state Highway 140
interchange north to the In-
terstate 580 split. 1-5 has two
lanes each way.
Highway 33 will get work

between Stuhr Road in Newman
and Sperry Road in Patterson. It
has one lane each way, so al-
ternating sides will be closed.
The first construction will be

on ramps connecting 1-5 and
Highway 140. They will run
from 9 p.m. May 15 to 7 a.m.
May 16.
Drivers can check for updates

on the rest of the closures at
quickmap.dot.ca. gov.

John Holland: 209-578-2385

Flood repairs
to affect
traffic into
June

BY JOHN HOLLAND
jholland@modbee.com

MAMMOTH LAKES
Flying thousands of feet

above the Sierra Nevada in a
plane equipped with specialized
imaging devices, Elizabeth Ca-
rey has been scanning the
mountains with lasers to pre-
cisely map the snow.
The snow blanketing the Sier-

ra lies so deep that the moun-
tain range looks surprisingly
swollen and “puffy,” said Carey,
who leads the flights as part of a
state-funded program.
“The amount of water that we

have in the snowpack this year
is just mind-blowing,” she said.
“It’s just been extraordinary.”
By mapping the snowpack with

laser pulses and spectrometers,
Carey and her colleagues are able
to provide a detailed picture of
one of the biggest snow accumu-
lations ever recorded in the state.
The flights are also collecting
data to estimate when and how
fast the snow will melt, helping
California officials prepare for the
runoff, manage water releases
from dams, and assess which
areas are most at risk of flooding.
Their measurements, along

Flight lets
scientists map
snowpack,
measure
flood threats

BY IAN JAMES
Los Angeles Times

SEE SNOWPACK, 3A


