
With women fi�lling only about one in 10 law en-
forcement ranger positions, the National Park Ser-
vice is adopting a hiring program to diversify the
force responsible for keeping people safe in some of
the nation’s most treasured public spaces.

Law enforcement rangers serve as police in the
more than 400 parks, monuments and other places
the park service protects throughout the country and
its territories. In contrast to other rangers who typi-
cally conduct educational programs for visitors, they
make arrests and conduct search-and-rescue opera-
tions. And, like in many other police forces, the job
has traditionally been fi�lled by men.

While the park service has been making progress
in recent years toward improving the number of
women in its workforce generally — only about 20%
of jobs were held by women in 1975, while nearly 40%
were in 2020 — that trend has not held true for the
parks’ cops. 

The new initiative is hoping to increase the female
share of the force to at least 30%, said park service
spokesperson Cynthia Hernandez.

Ranks of park
rangers grow
more diverse
New federal initiative paying off�
Christopher Damien
Palm Springs Desert Sun
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Cancer patients are constantly told to “stay strong”
throughout their treatment journey. But Palm Springs
resident Ashley Murphy says putting on a brave face
only hurts them in another way — it hurts their mental
health. 

The bubbly 37-year-old mother of two is a jokester
who can poke fun at almost anything, but she’s dealt
with plenty of diffi�culties in the past three years.

In October 2020, she discovered a golf-sized lump
on the side of her left breast, and just a month later,
she underwent a double mastectomy to prevent fur-
ther spread of her stage 3 breast cancer. What fol-
lowed were months of not only chemotherapy and
radiation treatments, but mental health struggles.

“It was a lot, and it is a lot,” Murphy said, who was
declared in remission of her cancer last year. 

‘I don’t need to show 
up for anyone’

Ashley Murphy is a breast cancer survivor from Palm Springs. She is photographed on May 5 at Sunrise Park
in Palm Springs. JAY CALDERON/THE DESERT SUN

See CANCER, Page 2A

Breast cancer survivor encourages
patients to express themselves

Ema Sasic
Palm Springs Desert Sun
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While the thought of summertime may conjure up
thoughts of lazy days by the pool, the Lakers in the
playoff�s or maybe just getting the heck out of dodge
entirely for many Palm Springs residents, it has a dif-
ferent resonance around city hall: budget season.

Last week, the city council convened for the fi�rst
time to consider the proposed budget, which it must
fi�nalize by the start of July. (The budget can be amend-
ed throughout the year.) In a departure from past prac-
tice, City Manager Scott Stiles also brought the council
a proposed budget for the following fi�scal year as well,
although only the 2023-24 budget has to be passed
this summer. Here is what to know as the city’s leaders
decide how to spend the public’s money next year.

Money for library overhaul, 
homelessness, roads

Some highlights of proposed city spending in-
clude:

h $7 million for a planned renovation of the Palm
Springs Public Library, which will be combined with
$6.5 million in grant funds the city received from the
state for the project next year

h $900,000 for addressing homelessness-related
needs, including cooling and warming centers and en-
campment cleanup

h The acquisition of two specialized vehicles to be
used by a new public works department “rapid re-
sponse team” that will be used to address trouble spots
on the city’s roads in 2024-25.

City plans fi�xes for roads, library and more
Paul Albani-Burgio
Palm Springs Desert Sun

USA TODAY NETWORK

See BUDGET, Page 5A

A proposed 2023-2024 fi�scal year budget for Palm
Springs includes new funds for the city’s library.
TAYA GRAY/THE DESERT SUN

Woman identified in I-10 triple fatal

Authorities identified one of the three victims killed
after a two-car crash on Interstate 10 on Sunday as
Cecilia Villalobos, 31, of Anaheim. A 12-year-old girl and
10-year-old girl were ejected from the car and also
pronounced dead on the scene. 3A

Shadow Hills runner wins CIF-SS title

Marjourie Lopez became the first female track and field
athlete from Shadow Hills to win a CIF title, finishing
first in the 3,200 race in the CIF-SS Finals at Moorpark
High to capture the Division 2 championship. Lopez led
a group of Coachella Valley athletes in the meet. 1B
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