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A video released Monday by 
Kern County emergency respond-
ers downplays flooding threats to 
metro Bakersfield by noting canal 
structures have been put in place 
since the last big water year in 
1983 that can divert Sierra Nevada 
snowmelt along the Kern River.

Director of Emergency Services 
Aaron Duncan and Kern County 
Fire Department Division Chief 
Billy Steers guided viewers through 

the river’s path from Isabella Lake 
to metro Bakersfield, pointing out 
canals and weirs along the way that 
take water off the river.

“We are here and prepared to 
respond and assist in any kind of 
emergency that happens through-
out this event,” Steers said in the 
video. “So, as we take a breath 
and we kinda relax a little bit … 
realizing this is a long duration 
incident. It’s very slow moving.”

The video is among the earliest 
information released by local 

agencies about how increased 
water flows from this year’s record 
snowpack in the Sierra Nevada 
will impact Bakersfield.

Its release follows last week’s 
activation of the county’s Emer-
gency Operations Center near 
Bakersfield College. KCFD has 
said easily understood maps 
showing what parts of town face 
the biggest flood risks will soon be 
available publicly.

Although the video focused 
on river flows that have recently 

averaged about 6,700 cubic feet per 
second, the speed of water released 
from Lake Isabella changes from 
hour to hour. A series of scorching 
temperatures predicted by meteo-
rologists could ramp up the rate of 
snowmelt and cause more water to 
flow through the Kern River.

The unpredictability of tem-
peratures also makes it uncertain 

how much water must be released 
from the reservoir to manage 
flows, according to Kern River 
Watermaster Mark Mulkay.

Duncan referenced 1983 in the 
video, which was a wet year in which 
the Kern River swelled. He pointed 
out that structures have been added 
that represent the biggest difference 

County’s video on river 
offers reassurances 
regarding fl ood risks

SCREENSHOT OF VIDEO

Kern County Fire Department Division Chief Billy Steers explains how 
water flows throughout Bakersfield in this video posted on YouTube.
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Greenhouse gas emissions from Cal-
ifornia oil and gas operations are back 
on the front burner as state regulators 
revisit rules for detecting and contain-
ing methane.

The California Air Resources Board 
is soliciting public comments on a set 
of measures being proposed to make 
the state’s standards align with those 
required by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency.

The specific regulations under 
review add to a list of air quality rules, 
all of them affecting Kern oil produc-
ers, that have come before state and 
regional officials in recent years. The 
set proposed by CARB are being treated 
separately from others proposed to 
accomplish goals such as clamping 
down on leaks from idle and orphan 
wells.

In September, the EPA took issue 
with certain oil and gas methane rules 
set forth by CARB as part of what’s 
called its state implementation plan. 
The federal agency found inconsisten-
cies between California’s regulations 
and the EPA’s own emissions control 
guidelines from 2016 related to oil 
industry emissions controls in areas 
with unacceptably high levels of ozone, 
such as the San Joaquin Valley.

CARB has noted that the changes 
it has proposed are mostly minor or 
administrative in nature. Some have to 
do with technology for remote detec-
tion of methane releases; others relate 
to equipment for repairing leaks. The 
agency faces a deadline of April 1, 2024 
for amending relevant portions of the 
state implementation plan.

Mark Nechodom, senior director for 
upstream strategy at the Western States 
Petroleum Association trade group, 
said the state’s oil industry generally 
agrees that action should be taken to 
reduce its methane emissions when-
ever it is economically and technically 
feasible to do so.

“In some ways it’s a no-brainer,” he 
said.

Nechodom said the petroleum 
industry spends millions of dollars on 
technologies to cut releases of meth-
ane, which is a relatively short-lived 

State seeks 
public comments 
on new rules for 
oilfi eld methane 
controls
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Friends and fans remember 
Tommy Hays as a gentleman 
and a gentle man. But he had 
a mischievous side, too, and a 
gleam in his eye that made you 
think he knew something that 
you didn’t. And he probably did.

A working guitarist, band 
leader and vocalist since his 
arrival in Bakersfield in 1947, 
Hays would become a living link 

between the western music of 
the late-1940s and the electri-
fied country and honky-tonk 
sounds of the 1950s and ’60s 
that would give rise to what we 
now know as the Bakersfield 
Sound.

Many thought he would live 
almost forever, but the music 
lover and music maker died 
early Saturday at a local hospital 

Bakersfi eld’s elder 
statesman of western 
swing and country 
guitar dies at 93
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Oklahoma-born guitarist, band leader and vocalist Tommy Hays 
was considered one of the last living members of the musicians 
who created The Bakersfield Sound. 
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More than 800 of the 
best musicians in 
the Bakersfield City 

School District came together 
Monday evening to play for 
an audience at the Mechanics 
Bank Theater.

The 47th annual Elemen-
tary Festival Concert featured 
performances by the dis-
trict’s string ensemble, honor 
orchestra, festival chorus and 
select recorder ensemble. The 
vent was free or charge and 
open to the public.

BCSD noted its music pro-

gram recently won prestigious 
recognition: It was listed by 
the National Association of 
Music Merchants as one of 
the “Best Communities for 
Music Education.”

“The music faculty truly 
believes in the positive impact 
that music education can 
have upon children,” the dis-
trict said in a news release.

“It’s exciting to see the best 
students at each school come 
together to perform at the 
district’s annual Elementary 
Music Festival Concert,” it 
added.
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BCSD hosts its 47th annual 
Elementary Festival Concert

ROD THORNBURG / FOR THE CALIFORNIAN

Beautiful sounds were created by elementary school students in a string ensemble playing “Scotland’s Burning” at the 
Mechanics Bank Theater Monday night during a concert. See more photos at Bakersfield.com.

Bakersfield City School District students fill Mechanics 
Bank Theater Monday night with music by playing recorders 
during the 47th annual elementary festival concert.

Youth in music
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