
L a u r a  B r e h a u t

“Good restaurants in un-
expected places really rever-
berate,” says Jacob Richler, 
editor-in-chief of Canada’s 
100 Best Restaurants. Take 
Raymonds, for instance, the 
now-closed St. John’s spot 
chef Jeremy Charles and 
restaurateur and somme-
lier Jeremy Bonia opened in 
2010. Word of their distinct 

take on Newfoundland cui-
sine spread, and travellers 
started visiting not 
just for the glacial 
fjords, icebergs 
and wildlife — 
but for the food, 
g r o u n d e d  i n 
culture and land-
scape.

The restaurant 
closed in late 2020 but 
its legacy lives on. Chefs 
Ross Larkin and Celeste 

Mah, Raymonds alumni, 
went on to open Portage in 

2022, which was re-
cently named one of 

Canada’s 100 Best 
Restaurants (No. 
42) and ranked 
third in the Top 
10 Best New Res-

taurants list.
“Nobody went 

(to St. John’s) expressly 
to eat before, I don’t think,” 
says Richler. “Then, sud-

denly, we have a whole gen-
eration of restaurants that 
came up largely from people 
who worked with (Charles), 
learned there and learned 
about what was possible 
— and that should happen 
everywhere.”

Montreal’s Mon Lapin 
took the top spot in the 2023 
edition of Canada’s 100 Best 
Restaurants list, announced 
on May 15. 

See RESTAURANTS on A2
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The thing  
that I miss  
the most  

about being  
on the surface 

is literally  
the sun.
u n i v e r s i t y  

p r o f e s s o r  
J o s e p h  D i t u r i ,  

w h o  B r o k e  a  r e c o r D 
f o r  t h e  L o n g e s t  

t i m e  L i v i n g  
u n D e r w a t e r  w i t h o u t 
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Mayoral 
favourite 

meets group 
aligned 

with China

IN BETTMAN’S NHL, THE HOCKEY 
MECCAS ARE IN THE U.S. SUN BELT

HALF-EMPTY 
CITY CORES 

AREN’T 
RETURNING 
TO NORMAL.
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Toronto’s Chow, 
an NDP veteran, 
raises eyebrows

And the country’s best restaurant is ...

C O M M E N T

A case 
study in 
language 
silliness
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POILIEVRE  
VS. TRUDEAU, 
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AND THE  
     POLL SAYS...
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LONG YEARS  
& COUNTING  
FOR CANADA’S 
NEXT CUP

A little over a year 
ago, I tweeted about 
what seemed to be 

a ludicrous article that had 
just been published in the 
prestigious physics journal 
Physics Education Review 
(a Physical Review journal) 
titled “Observing whiteness 
in introductory physics: A 
case study.”  

The ar t ic le  c laimed, 
among other things, that 
the use of whiteboards was 
an example of “whiteness” 
in physics. It seemed so silly 
that when I wrote about 
it again a month later in a 
Substack post, I stated that 
when I had first read it, I 
thought it was a spoof paper 
written by Peter Boghossian 
or one of his colleagues, to 
see whether this kind of 
content could now make it 
through the refereeing pro-
cess today, even in hard sci-
ence publications.

I wasn’t alone, and the 
paper generated a reasonably 
large negative outcry from the 
physics community, so much 
so that the journal Physical 
Review Physics Education 
Research (PRPER) felt the 
need to publish an editorial 
defending the article, argu-
ing that “advancing equity 
is critical for physics.” In re-
sponse to the current of nega-
tive responses, they added, 
“The Physical Review invites 
constructive and respectful 
criticism of published articles 
in the form of Comments.” 
(Comments are short articles 
published in the journal that 
respond to previously pub-
lished articles.)

But that wasn’t enough. 
The American Physical Soci-
ety, which publishes Physical 
Review, went further. On the 
back page of their monthly 
APSNews (The Back Page) in 
May, titled “Productive scien-
tific discourse demands re-
spect,” the editors stated, “we 
condemn the highly inappro-
priate and harassing emails 
and social media responses to 
the paper, some of which ap-
pear to have little basis in the 
content of the article.”

See KRAUSS on A8

G ary Bettman’s dream is 
Canada’s nightmare.

No Canada. No Edmon-
ton, no Toronto, no Van-

couver, no Calgary, no Winnipeg, no 
Ottawa, no Montreal.

The Stanley Cup drought has 
reached 30 years in the True North 
Strong and Free, with no end in sight. 
The Maple Leafs inevitably wilt in 
the heat of the playoffs, their young, 
expensive and talented core dis-
inclined to battle the way you have to 
battle come playoff time.

The Oilers have the two best play-
ers in the game but without vintage 
2015 Carey Price goaltending, they 
can’t get over the hump.

The rest, at this point, are wanna-
bes — the Canadiens included. The 
Canucks have a mess at the top, the 
Flames will regret the Matthew Tk-
achuk trade and the departure of 
Johnny Gaudreau forever, the Jets 
have a sick dressing-room culture, 
the Senators can’t quite seem to get 
there and the Canadiens may have 
a shot in three or four years, but 
they’re in rebuilding mode 30 years 
after they won Canada’s last Stanley 
Cup.

See TODD on A5

J a c k  t o D D

Comment

L aw r e n c e  k r a u s s t o m  B L a c k w e L L

Olivia Chow has generally 
not been a close friend of the 
Chinese Communist Party.

The veteran NDP pol-
itician has in the past or-
ganized events defending 
democracy activists in Hong 
Kong, was among a hand-
ful of MPs who stood in the 
House of Commons and 
commemorated the Tianan-
men Square massacre and 
attended Tiananmen vigils.

But the leading contender 
in next month’s Toronto’s 
mayoral byelection is raising 
some eyebrows after speak-
ing to and being welcomed 
with a gift from a group that 
has aligned itself repeatedly 
with the Chinese govern-
ment and some of its most 
controversial policies.

The Council of Newcomer 
Organizations, founded by 
former Liberal MP Geng Tan, 
claims its goal is to unite 
“all Canadian ethnic com-
munities” and has received 
$160,000 in funds from fed-
eral departments over the 
years.

But it has also issued 
public statements harshly 
criticizing pro-democracy 
protesters in Hong Kong — 
before that movement was 
all but crushed by Beijing — 
and decrying a parliament-
ary motion in 2019 that ac-
cused China of perpetrating 
a genocide against its Mus-
lim Uyghur minority.

Called the Federation of 
Canadian Chinese Associ-
ations in Chinese, the coun-
cil sends Canadian youth 
on “roots-seeking” trips or-
ganized by the United Front 
Work Department (UFWD), 
the branch of the Chinese 
Communist Party that spear-
heads Beijing’s influence and 
interference efforts world-
wide. Two former presidents 
of the group attended events 
in China recently at the invi-
tation of the UFWD. And an 
Australian report profiled 
the group as a case study of 
how Beijing spreads propa-
ganda about the Uyghurs.

Charles Burton, a Macdon-
ald Laurier Institute expert 
on China, said Chow once 
invited him to take part in an 
event featuring a Hong Kong 
critic of Beijing. He said he 
was surprised she would as-
sociate with the council.

See CHOW on A4

The perceived 
trouble with 
‘whiteboards’
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Patrick Roy of the Montreal Canadiens raises the Stanley Cup in 1993. 
The Oilers and Leafs fell well short this year. 


