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Submitted photo
■ Country music artist Buddy Jewell is shown in 
an undated handout photo courtesy of Visit Hot 
Springs.

The Sentinel-Record/Courtney Edwards
■ Matt Bell, left, and Ben Bell are the owners of Origami Sake, the first sake brewery in the state of Arkansas. The brewery should produce 
an estimated 1 million bottles of the rice-based alcoholic beverage a year.

The $726,529 general fund budget 
adjustment the Hot Springs Board of 
Directors will consider tonight rep-
resents the city’s entry into the ev-
er-growing competition to recruit and 
retain law enforcement personnel.

The enabling resolution authorizes 
12.5% raises for uniformed personnel, 

a stipend for officers who reside in 
Hot Springs and higher signing bonus-
es. The proposed pay table raises the 
starting police salary from $44,492 to 
$50,053 and costs an additional $1.08 
million over a full year, with a $624,341 
cost through the end of the year.

The Garland County Quorum 
Court adopted a new pay structure 
for the county’s more than 100 deputy 

sheriffs earlier this month, raising 
the starting salary from $42,770 to 
$47,770. Hot Springs Police Chief Billy 
Hrvatin told the board last week that 
the Benton Police Department recent-
ly increased its starting salary from 
$44,321 to $51,000.

Hrvatin and county officials have 
told elected officials the state police 
is recruiting local law enforcement 

personnel.
“At the time we last spoke I advised 

you I knew of at least four officers 
who have applied with them,” Hrvatin 
told the board last week. “That num-
ber is now at least five, with one of 
those officers being a 15-year veteran 
detective of our agency. The odds are 
there are a few more I’m not aware of.”

He told the board last month that 

the department had three vacancies in
the 115 uniformed positions in its $16.81
million budget. A state police spokes-
person said last month that the agency
had 36 vacancies in its 558 budgeted po-
sitions. Starting trooper pay is $54,000,
according to the recruiting page on the
agency’s website.

City board to consider new pay structure for police
DAVID SHOWERS
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WASHINGTON — House Speaker Kevin Mc-
Carthy said Monday there’s been “no progress” on 
debt ceiling talks ahead of a meeting with Presi-
dent Joe Biden on Tuesday at the White House, as 
the country pushes closer to a crisis over the need 
to raise its legal borrowing limit.

Compounding pressure on Washington to strike 
a deal, the Treasury Department on Monday left 
unchanged a deadline as soon as June 1 when the 
nation will have exhausted its ability to cover its 
debt payments, though Secretary Janet Yellen also 
suggested the so-called “X-date” could move days 
or weeks later than the estimate.

“It’s very concerning to me,” McCarthy, the 
Republican speaker, told reporters as he opened 
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Origami Sake
About two years ago, 

Matt Bell and Ben 
Bell began the pro-

cess to start what is now 
Origami Sake, the only sake 
brewery in Arkansas.

The pair, while not related, 
share a passion for craft sake, and 
their new brewery, located at 2360 
E. Grand Ave., will celebrate a rib-
bon cutting today at 10 a.m. The 
location, which is estimated to 
produce a million bottles a year, is 
extremely environmentally con-
scious with all power coming from 
solar energy and water coming 
from a well on-site.

“My previous business was in 
green energy and solar energy, 
energy efficiency, so I knew the 
benefits that we were offering 
clients, and I knew that it would 
be a benefit for us and also just 
with the fact that we have water 
on-site,” Matt Bell said. “Our farm 
is about 70 miles from here. It’s 
growing our rice. They’re also 
irrigating with solar power there 
and have very sustainable prac-
tices with zero grade, low water 
usage, all the carbon mitigation 
they can do.

“Between that solar power and 
our solar power being 100% of our 
electric being powered by solar, 
it’s really one of the most sustain-
able beverages made. Having the 
source material, raw goods, 70 
miles from here and having a wa-

ter source directly here. It’s really 
a great, great story, and this trans-
lates well to a lot of people who 
are environmentally conscious, a 
lot of retailers that are definitely 
looking at these things and your 
environmental metrics and how 
well you’re performing.”

Currently, the brewery pro-
vides one flavor of sake, A Thou-
sand Cranes, but they also plan to 
offer another option in the near 
future called White Lotus. The 
business plans to use the origami 
theme for its branding with each 
flavor featuring a different origami 
creation on the label.

“You see a lot of the sake bot-
tles that have the Japanese writ-
ing on the front, and that looks 
cool, but people can’t distinguish 
generally which is which, what’s 

the name of which,” Ben Bell, an 
ASMSA graduate who studied 
sake brewing in Hanamaki, said.

“Some of them are hard to say; 
they’re hard to remember. Origa-
mi, the name, is easy to remem-
ber, but also each shape gives you 
something that it’s easy to sort of 
like latch on to and say, ‘I like the 
crane one. I like the lotus one. 
I like the duck one.’ They also 
have different colors, and it’s just 
making everything as simple and 
straightforward as possible so peo-
ple can get into this category that’s 
relatively new for them,” he said.

Matt Bell said the ability to 
have a name and look that is 
recognizable helps them to break 
into a world that is unfamiliar with 
the product.

“Origami, most people have a 

positive association with it, and 
it’s just like rice,” he said. “You can 
make infinite sake just saying rice; 
with paper you can fold infinite 
shapes and art forms. And so it 
was really a good match for us to 
simplify access to the market and 
position and more like a wine.”

The brewery currently has a 
staff of nine, but as more flavors 
and products are added, the staff 
and the amount of sake produced 
will grow.

“We can scale that and grow 
with additional fermenters, but 
we have a lot of capacity here,” 
Matt Bell said. “We’re going to 
grow that slowly as we perfect our 
recipes and really get consistency 
down as we move up. Once we get 
our product. We’re launching one 
product at a time in a market. So 
we’re starting off with one flag-
ship product called A Thousand 
Cranes, and then soon after that, 

Unique business focuses 
on fl avor, environment

JAMES LEIGH
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■ A bottle of A Thousand Cranes, the initial product produced by 
Origami Sake, is shown while White Lotus, a product expected to be 
produced soon, is in the background.

A reportedly intoxicated woman 
was arrested Friday evening on felony 
drug charges after an Arkansas State 
Police trooper allegedly saw her “fight-
ing” with the hose at a local store’s fuel 
pumps.

Christy Ann Johnson, 56, who lists 
a Bismarck address, was taken into 
custody around 5 p.m. at the E-Z Mart, 
4600 Central Ave., and charged with 
felony counts of possession of a con-
trolled substance, meth, and posses-

sion of drug paraphernalia, each 
punishable by up to six years 
in prison, and misdemeanor 
counts of driving while intoxi-
cated, drugs, and refusal to sub-
mit to a chemical test.

Johnson, who lists no pri-
or felony history, remained in 
custody Monday on a $25,000 
bond and was set to appear that 
day in Garland County District 
Court.

According to the probable cause 
affidavit, ASP Trooper Justin Parker 

was driving through the park-
ing lot of the E-Z Mart at the 
corner of Central Avenue and 
Higdon Ferry Road when he 
saw a black Ford Ranger pickup 
at the store’s fuel pumps and a 
white female “walking around.”

The woman, later identified 
as Johnson, was walking across 
the lot “with an extreme stagger 
and loose gait” as she walked, 

Parker states, and he noted she “flailed 
her arms and hands” around as she 
walked.

She was attempting to pump fuel, 
but was “unable to handle the fuel 
hose,” he states, and became entan-
gled in the hose and “appeared to be 
fighting with it.” At that point, Parker 
activated his lights and approached.

He made contact with Johnson and 
observed her to be “very erratic in her 
body mannerisms.” He noted she was 
unable to hold steady, and continued to 
flail her arms, legs and head, propping 
herself up for balance at one point.

Johnson allegedly submitted to a 
series of field sobriety tests, which all 

indicated she was under the influence 
so she was finally taken into custody 
for DWI.

In searching her vehicle, Parker 
allegedly found three glass pipes with 
meth residue, a blue container that 
had 1.4 grams of suspected meth and a 
marijuana grinder, all in the front seat.

Johnson reportedly stated she had 
forgotten about two of the meth pipes, 
but admitted to having the one pipe, 
the grinder and meth. She stated a 
friend gave her the meth and she had 
smoked it the night before.

Area woman arrested for alleged DWI, drugs after ‘fight’ with gas pump
STEVEN MROSS
The Sentinel-Record

JOHNSON
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The Arkansas Walk of Fame will induct six Ar-
kansans later this month over two days, including a 
free public concert, according to Visit Hot Springs 
and the Walk of Fame founders.

A ceremony inducting country music artist Bud-
dy Jewell into the Arkansas Walk of Fame will take 
place on Friday, May 26, followed by a free public 
concert in the Bridge Street Entertainment District 
in downtown Hot Springs, Visit Hot Springs said 
Monday.

The Walk of Fame is located along the sidewalk 
that fronts the Hot Springs Visitor Center.

On Saturday, May 27, a separate induction cer-
emony will be held at 11 a.m. at Vapors Live, 315 
Park Ave.

Two separate 
Walk of Fame 
inductions slated 
for this month
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‘No progress’ 
ahead of today’s 
talks with Biden, 
McCarthy says

“If one out of 100 
people that are wine 

drinkers choose sake, 
that’s not a lofty goal. 

It’s very attainable, 
and we hope to see 

that happen within a 
very short period of 

time.”
— Matt Bell 
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