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MOBILE, Ala. (AP) — A fed-
eral judge has granted permis-
sion for the Justice Depart-
ment and an Alabama sheriff’s
office to move forward with a
$2 million settlement of a law-
suit claiming sheriff’s officials
ignored female jailers who re-
ported sexual harassment by
male prisoners.

The Justice Department sued
the Mobile County Sheriff’s
Office in 2021 saying female
jail workers were regularly
subjected to lewd comments,
threats of sexual violence and
male prisoners who exposed
themselves. The lawsuit said
then-Sheriff Sam Cochran
failed to take action after a
dozen employees filed a com-
plaint with the Equal Employ-
ment Opportunity Commis-
sion.

Both parties announced a
proposed legal settlement last
month that included paying
compensatory damages to
women named as plaintiffs in
the lawsuit. Other female jailers
who worked in Mobile County
between 2011 and April 2023 are
also potentially eligible for cash
payments, according to the set-
tlement.

Eligible employees can sub-
mit comments on the settle-
ment proposal to the judge,
who will hold an Aug. 25 hear-
ing before deciding whether to
give the deal final approval.

In addition to the cash pay-
ments, the sheriff’s office also
agreed to make changes at the
jail to reduce sexual harassment
targeting female workers, based
on recommendations by a cor-
rections expert.

The Mobile County Metro
Jail holds about 1,500 inmates
a day for the county and the
city of Mobile. Cochran did
not seek reelection as sheriff
last year and retired in Janu-
ary. New Sheriff Paul Burch,
who won election in November,
had served as one of Cochran’s
captains.
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Local residents will be among
the hundreds of people who will
march in Montgomery Tuesday
morning to protest against what
they described as anti-trans leg-
islation.

Protestors with the “Drag Me
to the Capitol” will meet at the
Bayard Rustin Community Cen-
ter and Thrift Store at 635 Mad-
ison Ave. Starting at 11 a.m., the
group will march from the Ala-
bama Supreme Court to the State
Capitol and finish at the State
House.

“There will be a huge repre-
sentation,” said Seth McCol-
lough, the president of Pride on
the Plains. “Our voices are not
being heard, so we need to show
them we are a united people and
that the bills are damaging.”

McCollough said they’ve been
planning the event over weekly
Zoom meetings. People from
across the state plan to attend.

The six House Bills protesters
have defined as anti-trans legis-
lation include: House Bills 261,
405, 401, 354, 7 and 312.

House Bill 261, which restricts
transgender college athletes,
passed with amendments on
May 3. It was sponsored by State
Rep. Susan DuBose (R-Hoover).

This legislation 1) “prohibits a
biological male from participat-
ing on an athletic team or sport

designated for females;” 2) “pro-
hibits a biological female from
participating on an athletic team
or sport designated for males in
two and four-year public insti-
tutions of higher education;” 3)
“prohibits adverse action or re-
taliation against a student who
reports a violation of this act;”
and 4) “provides a remedy for
any student who suffers harm as
a result of a violation of this act.”

“People just want to play
sports – football, baseball or who
cares. It’s just sports, it doesn’t
matter,” McCollough said. “I
don’t understand why it’s any-
body’s business who plays what
sport.”

Also sponsored by DuBose,
House Bill 405 defines an indi-
vidual’s “sex” as his or her bio-
logical sex, either male or female,

at birth. The bill states that “for
the purposes of state law, a ‘fe-
male’ is an individual whose
biological reproductive system
is designed to produce ova, and
a ‘male’ is an individual whose
biological reproductive system
is designed to fertilize the ova
of a female.” The bill was intro-
duced on April 27 and referred
to the Alabama House Health
Committee.

Noa Hunter, a non-binary
transgender person at Auburn
University, said the bills are very
disheartening.

“Language like that is always
meant to gatekeeper the status
of womanhood or manhood and
exclude people. I don’t think it’s
a productive conversation,” they

‘Drag Me to the Capitol’
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In this file photo, Colana Bleu (aka Seth McCollough) performs for the crowd at the Pride on the Plains PrideFest on Sunday, June 5, 2022.
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Sen. Tommy Tuberville ap-
pointed three high school seniors
in Lee County to the U.S. Service
Academy, which allows them to
serve in the military while obtain-
ing a higher education.

Auburn High’s Patrick Christo-
pher Davidson, Lee-Scott Acad-
emy’s Samuel “Cade” Wagoner
and Smiths Station High’s Con-
nor Ramones were among the 12
Alabama students selected for the
academy.

“America’s national security
depends on brave young men and
women who are willing to serve
in our armed forces,” Tuberville
said. “I am proud that some of our
most talented young Alabamians
have stepped forward to answer
the call to defend our country.
They’ve worked extremely hard
to receive their academy appoint-
ments, and I have no doubt they’ll
continue to make our state and

country proud.”
Service academy appointees

go through an extensive process
to receive a nomination. Appli-
cants must complete the ACT
and SAT exams, provide letters of
recommendation, a school tran-
script and the required applica-
tion form. Students must commit
to five years of active duty upon
graduation, according to a news
release from Hannah Eddins, the
deputy press secretary.

Davidson graduates from Au-
burn High School in May. He will
continue his baseball career at the
Air Force Academy in Colorado.
For Davidson’s essay, he wrote an
essay on a personal setback and
recounted the time during his ju-
nior year when he tore his UCL, an
injury that put him on the bench
for the entire year.

“I was very, very happy, because
there are tons of kids who apply,
especially in the state of Alabama.
It was a lot more competitive this

year, so it was a very rewarding
feeling,” Davidson said.

In March, while warming up
to play against Mobile Christian,
Davidson said he was about to put
his phone away when he received
an email from the Air Force Acad-
emy.

“It said, ‘Congratulations on
your appointment in the Class of
2027’. I got teary-eyed and broke
down. I’ve wanted to go to The
Academy since I was in the ninth
grade,” said Davidson. “I walked
over and told my coaches and
went to my parents and hugged
them before the game.”

Davidson plans to major in mil-
itary strategic studies and make a
career serving his country by fly-
ing fighter jets.

Another student who had to
overcome a sports-related injury
that set them back was Samuel
Wagoner, better known as Cade.

During a football game during
his senior year in the Fall of 2021,

Wagoner tore his ACL, simulta-
neously crushing his dreams of
attending West Point Academy
for the Fall 2022 semester. Unable
to pass the physical exam needed
to attend West Point, Wagoner
decided to pursue a degree in
mechanical engineering at Au-
burn University and participate
in ROTC while strengthening his
knee. During this time, Wagoner
also applied for a nomination
from Tuberville.

Wagoner was having a typical
school night routine: sitting in his
apartment doing homework and
not answering his phone. When
Tuberville called him, he didn’t
answer. He didn’t know that call
was from Tuberville until he listed
to the voicemail Tuberville left 10
minutes later.

“I was shocked, kind of in
disbelief. It means everything.
It proves that hard work and

Three local seniors appointed for U.S. Service Academy
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Patrick Davidson will be attending
the Air Force Academy in Colorado
this fall to play baseball and pursue
a degree in military strategic
studies after receiving a nomination
by Sen. Tommy Tuberville.
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