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This is the fi�rst in a series of seven sto-
ries chronicling the days that escaped
Alabama prison inmate Casey White
and jail offi�cer Vicky White spent hiding
in Evansville one year ago this month.

EVANSVILLE, Ind. – The fi�rst ping
came in the dark tranquility of a motel
parking lot at midnight, from a police of-
fi�cer with time on his hands. It could
have exploded into violence right there.

But Alabama fugitives Casey White
and Vicky White – they were not related
– didn’t see Evansville Police Depart-
ment offi�cer Nathan Cooper standing at
the windshield of their truck at Motel 41,

checking the VIN number. The plate
didn’t match.

And Cooper didn’t know he had a ti-
ger by the tail. A 32-year-old motor pa-
trol offi�cer with fi�ve years on the force,
he wasn’t looking for fugitives when he
stopped behind the Whites’ Ford F-150
at 12:24 a.m. on May 3. He was looking
for stolen cars. He was being proactive.

“I had just taken somebody to the
(nearby Vanderburgh County) jail,”
Cooper said. “A lot of times, if we’re slow
at night and you don’t have calls or cars
to stop, I would run through hotels and
run plates because I’ve caught numer-
ous stolen vehicles that way. I’ve gotten
two at the Motel 41.”

The Whites’ truck didn’t get any hits
on police databases for stolen vehicles

or stolen license plates. They had pur-
chased the vehicle without tags in Ten-
nessee for $6,000 in cash shortly after
Vicky, assistant director at the Lauder-
dale County Detention Center in Flor-
ence, Alabama, helped Casey escape on
the morning of April 29. It was the third
of four known vehicles they used while
on the run.

Evansville wouldn’t learn for another
week what manner of fugitives Ala-
bama had wrought.

Casey White was serving a 75-year
prison sentence for a 2015 violent crime
spree when he came to the Lauderdale
County jail in February 2022 to await
trial on an unrelated capital murder 

The backstory of the Alabama fugitives
Thomas B. Langhorne
Evansville Courier & Press
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This combination of photos provided
by the U.S. Marshals Service and
Lauderdale County Sheriff’s Office in
April 2022 shows inmate Casey White,
left, and Assistant Director of
Corrections Vicky White. The former
Alabama jail official, on the run with
the murder suspect she was accused
of helping escape, shot and killed
herself May 9, 2022, as authorities
caught up with the pair in Evansville,
Ind., after more than a week of
searching, officials said. AP See BACKSTORY, Page 2A

Mayor Steven Reed said the city is
failing residents by not improving its
community centers. 

Reed said only 20% of Montgom-
ery’s centers rank as fair or good. But
fair or good community centers are not
good enough for Montgomery, he said. 

“Settling for good or fair is really
how we got here,” Reed said. 

The mayor called the news confer-
ence at Buddy Watson Park to talk
about the rebuilding of the park and
other recreation projects for Montgo-
mery children and teens.

The goal is to revamp community
centers in the near future, Reed said. 

“They have to be a more modern,
contemporary community center,”
Reed said.

He said he does not want to merely
repaint the walls or buy new furniture
and equipment. Reed said he wants to
revamp programming, making the 

Mayor wants
‘modern’
upgrades for
community
centers
Alex Gladden
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Montgomery Mayor Steven Reed
talks during a news conference
Thursday at Buddy Watson Park.
ALEX GLADDEN/ADVERTISER

See CENTERS, Page 3A

PRATTVILLE – The ongoing con-
struction of the much anticipated, and
much delayed, apartments in down-
town Prattville is expected to kick off�
another round of development down-
town.

Envolve Communities is building
The Mill in Prattville to include 127 loft-
style apartments in the fi�ve historic
masonry structures of downtown’s
iconic landmark.

Known to locals as “The Gin Shop,”
the buildings at the foot of Main Street,
along the banks of Autauga Creek, are
why Prattville is here. Daniel Pratt

founded the town that now bears his
name in 1839. He picked the fall line of
the creek to power his industrial empire
— he made cotton gins — and to support
his town. He also added a cotton spin-
ning plant, lumberyard, foundry and
other industries on the site.

It’s a $37 million investment that
had fi�ts and starts along the way.

Interest in downtown has grown
since construction on The Mill began
last year and the apartments began fi�ll-
ing up, said Matt Holtzscher, chairman
of the Historic Prattville Redevelop-
ment Authority.

“We would show the plans (for the
apartments) to developers and 

‘It makes a diff�erence’

The Mill at Prattville apartments are seen in downtown Prattville on Nov. 17, 2022. MICKEY WELSH/ADVERTISER

Work on The Mill in Prattville spurs new interest in downtown projects

Marty Roney
Montgomery Advertiser
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The Picker House in downtown
Prattville is the sole surviving
structure of the Gurney Building fi�re
in 2002. It is shown here on Oct. 4,
2021. JAKE CRANDALL/ADVERTISER See THE MILL, Page 2A


