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“For I heard them say, ‘Let us go to Dothan.’” — Genesis 37:17

ERIC TUCKER AND
LINDSAY WHITEHURST
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A special
prosecutor found that the FBI
rushed into its investigation of
ties between Russia and Don-
ald Trump’s 2016 campaign
and relied too much on raw and
unconfirmed intelligence as he
concluded a four-year probe
that fell far short of the former
president’s prediction that the
“crime of the century” would
be uncovered.

The report Monday from
special counsel John Durham
represents the long-awaited
culmination of
an investiga-
tion that Trump
and allies had
claimed would
expose massive
wrongdoing by
law enforcement
and intelligence
officials. In-
stead, Durham’s
investigation delivered under-
whelming results, with prosecu-
tors securing a guilty plea from
a little-known FBI employee
but losing the only two criminal
cases they took to trial.

The roughly 300-page re-
port catalogs what Durham says
were a series of
missteps by the
FBI and Justice
Department as
i n v e s t i g a t o r s
undertook a po-
litically explo-
sive probe in the
heat of the 2016
election into
whether the Trump campaign
was colluding with Russia to tip
the outcome.

It criticized the FBI for open-
ing a full-fledged investigation
based on “raw, unanalyzed and
uncorroborated intelligence,”
saying the speed at which it
did so was a departure from the
norm. And it said investigators
repeatedly relied on “confirma-
tion bias,” ignoring or rationaliz-
ing away evidence that undercut
their premise of a Trump-Russia
conspiracy as they pushed the
probe forward.

“Based on the review of Cross-
fire Hurricane and related intel-
ligence activities, we conclude
that the Department and the FBI
failed to uphold their important
mission of strict fidelity to the
law in connection with certain
events and activities described
in this report,” the document
states.

The impact of Durham’s re-
port, though harshly critical
of the FBI, is likely blunted by

LISA MASCARO, FATIMA HUSSEIN
AND SEUNG MIN KIM
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — House
Speaker Kevin McCarthy said
Monday there’s been “no prog-
ress” on debt ceiling talks ahead
of a meeting with President Joe
Biden on Tuesday at the White
House, as the country pushes
closer to a crisis over the need
to raise its legal borrowing limit.

Compounding pressure on
Washington to strike a deal, the
Treasury Department on Mon-
day left unchanged a June 1 dead-
line when the nation will have
exhausted its ability to cover its
debt payments, though Secretary
Janet Yellen also suggested the
so-called “X-date” could move
days or weeks later than the es-
timate.

“It’s very concerning to me,”
McCarthy, the Republican
speaker, told reporters as he
opened the House chamber.

“There’s no progress that I
see,” he said of the staff-level
talks that extended through the
weekend. “And it really concerns

me with the timeline of where we
are.”

Time is narrowing as Biden
prepares to depart for the Group
of Seven summit Wednesday in
Japan. The standoff comes as the

Treasury Department issued a
new letter Monday outlining its
ability to continue paying the
nation’s bills. Biden’s National
Security Council spokesman
John Kirby said that so far, “we

are still planning to leave as
scheduled.”

Biden, who was in Philadel-
phia on Monday to attend grand-
daughter Maisy’s graduation
from the University of Pennsyl-
vania, told reporters the meeting
was on for Tuesday but did not
elaborate on prospects for a deal.

The president remained hope-
ful that an agreement could be
reached with McCarthy and
congressional leaders when they
meet to avoid what would be an
unprecedented debt default,
which could trigger a financial
catastrophe. Now at $31 trillion,
the debt limit must be lifted, as
has been done countless times
before, to allow continued bor-
rowing to pay already accrued
bills.

“I remain optimistic because
I’m a congenital optimist,” Biden
told reporters Sunday while
out for a bike ride in Rehoboth
Beach, Delaware. “But I really
think there’s a desire on their
part as well as ours to reach an

McCarthy: ‘No progress’
on debt ceiling talks

Prosecutor
ends Trump-
Russia probe
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Housing advocates are raising
the alarm about House Repub-
licans’ plan to dramatically cut
the federal deficit to raise the
debt ceiling, warning that rental
aid would be stripped from hun-
dreds of thousands of struggling
families who could face eviction
and possible homelessness at a
time when rents remain high.

House Republicans narrowly
passed a sweeping measure last
month that would roll back non-
defense spending to 2022 levels
— a proposal the National Low
Income Housing Coalition said

would slash housing and home-
lessness programs by 23%, a
significant blow to the Housing
Choice Voucher rental assistance
program that about 2.3 million
families rely on to cover rent.

“House Republicans’ plan
would have drastic negative im-
pacts on communities’ abilities
to address homelessness and the
housing crisis,” Diane Yentel, the
coalition’s CEO and president,
said. “If these proposals were
enacted, it would mean commu-
nities would have to take away
housing assistance from people
who already have it, and need it.”

Though House Speaker Kevin

McCarthy’s legislation has vir-
tually no chance of becoming
law, Republicans hope it will
force President Joe Biden to the
negotiating table, where the GOP
could seek concessions in return
for lifting the debt ceiling and
ensuring the U.S. Treasury can
pay its bills.

Yentel said she worries that
Democrats will agree to painful
cuts to housing funds.

In 2011, during a similar
standoff over the debt ceiling,
then-President Barack Obama
and then-Speaker John Boeh-
ner agreed to automatic annual
spending cuts — a deal Yentel

said hamstrung the Department
of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment for years.

“The Budget Control Act led to
very tight spending caps over 10
years for HUD programs as well
as many others,” Yentel said.
“Even though we haven’t been
under those tight spending caps
over the past couple of years …
we still haven’t made up for all
of the cuts since 2011.”

Due to high inflation and rising
rents, voucher program funding
needs to rise each year just to
maintain the status quo, she said.

Housing advocates: GOP plan ‘disastrous’
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Tenants and members of the Upstate
Downstate Housing Alliance demand June
4, 2019, that legislators pass universal
rent control legislation to strengthen and
expand tenants’ rights during a rally at
the state Capitol in Albany, N.Y.
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An eastern fence lizard displays his brilliant blue chin and underbelly while resting on the deck of a Wiregrass house recently. The eastern fence
lizard grows up to 7.5 inches, including its tail and is brown or gray in color with a dark line that runs down the back of its thigh. It is estimated
that there are 17 different species of lizards in Alabama.
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Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell of Ky., Speaker of the House
Kevin McCarthy of Calif., and Senate Majority Leader Sen. Chuck
Schumer of N.Y., listen as President Joe Biden speaks before a meeting
to discuss the debt limit in the Oval Office of the White House on May 9
in Washington.
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