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sOuRdOuGH JACK:

“I love planting stuff 

— trees, a garden, 

myself in front of 

the TV ... .”

The weather

Expect a partly cloudy day. 

High today ...................................................68
Low tonight ................................................. 41

Sunrise: 4:25 a.m.
Sunset: 11:10 p.m.
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GOOD MORNING
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West Valley baseball grabs 
away win at North Pole

sports B1

By Jack Barnwell

The Fairbanks Economic 
Development Corporation will 
receive the entirety of its fund-
ing from the Fairbanks North 
Star Borough following a few 
amendments made at Thurs-
day’s assembly meeting on the 
budget.

An assembly Finance Com-
mittee recommendation would 
have reduced the borough’s 
general operations grant for 
FEDC from $300,000 to 
$275,000, and raised a cor-
responding match grant from 
$50,000 to $75,000.

However, Assemblymember 
Mindy O’Neall made motions 

to restore the amounts to the 
original proposed by Borough 
Mayor Bryce Ward.

“I think this recognizes our 
partnership and the good 
FEDC does in the community,” 
O’Neall said.

Under guidelines adopt-
ed last year, FEDC could only 
access the $50,000 if it raised 

an equivalent amount. O’Neall 
noted the change caught FEDC 
off guard last year, and and the 
corporation was unable to raise 
the full $50,000.

“It didn’t give the corpora-
tion a full year to actually meet 
that match, which they have 
been working really hard try-
ing to raise,” O’Neall said. She 

added the assembly should be 
more transparent in its con-
versations with partners about 
changing funding provisions.

O’Neall also pushed through 
giving FEDC more flexibil-
ity in its match provisions. 
T h e  a m e n d m e n t  a l l o w s 

Assembly budget preserves FEDC contribution

By Haley Lehman

Three people were found 
dead at a Fairbanks home Sun-
day night after police conduct-
ed a welfare check.

According to a news release, 
a person requested a welfare 
check to a home in a residen-
tial area by Shopper’s Forum 
Mall around 8:15 p.m. Sunday.

Fairbanks police found three 
people in the McCarty Avenue 
home who appeared to have 
been dead for several weeks. 
They identified the people as 
64-year-old Linda Dunbar, 
64-year-old Wesley Dunbar, 
and 36-year-old Nancy Dun-
bar.

The preliminary investiga-
tion suggests that the three 
people were shot. Police found 
a suicide note at the scene.

A n y o n e  w i t h  a d d i t i o n a l 
information about this inci-
dent should contact Lt. Amy 
Davis at adavis@fairbanks.us 
or 907-450-6565.
Contact Haley Lehman at 907-459-
7575 or by email at hlehman@
newsminer.com.

Police find 
three dead 
at home in 
Fairbanks

By Jack Barnwell

Ice jams along the Yukon 
River caused massive flood-
ing in several Interior Villag-
es, including Eagle, Circle and 
Fort Yukon, according to the 
National Weather Service and 
the Alaska Division of Home-
land Security and Emergency 
Management.

Eagle and Eagle Village were 
impacted after ice jams caused 
flooding Friday night. Break-
up successfully occurred by 
Saturday morning as the ice 
flow continued past the com-
munities.

Ho w e v e r,  t h e  Na t i o n a l 
Weather Service reported the 
water withdrew rapidly, leav-
ing a mile and a half of blocks 
of ice between Eagle and Eagle 

Village.
The National Weather Ser-

vice described near-record 
f looding had occurred in 
Circle as large blocks of ice 
pushed onshore and damaged 
nearby structures.

Circle  f looded Saturday 
night as a 90-mile ice jam 
pushed past the community, 
causing the village to activate 
its flood plan and force resi-
dents to seek shelter at higher 
ground.

National Weather Service 
hydrologist Ed Plumb said 
water levels rose about 10 feet 
in 30 minutes, pushing ice and 
water into the community.

“Nearly all the buildings 
were  impac ted  or  f lood-
ed,” Plumb said. “Some were 
knocked off their foundations.”

National Weather Service 
indicates it may be near-re-
cord levels compared to ones 
that occurred in 1945, but 
those estimates still need to 
be confirmed by people on the 
ground.

“It’s definitely the worst one 
in recent memory,” Plumb said 
Monday.

Fort Yukon saw similar high 
waters Sunday night after the 

Ice jams cause major flooding 
in Yukon River villages

COURTESY ALASKA DOT

Alaska Department of Transporation crews work 
to clear Mission Roadway between Eagle and Eagle 
Village after the area experienced significant flooding 
Friday night from the Yukon River.

“It’s definitely the 
worst one in recent 
memory.”

—National Weather Service
 hydrologist Ed Plumb

By Jack Barnwell

The Fairbanks Arbor Day Com-
mittee commenced its 39th year 
of established roots Monday with 
the planting of two birch trees at 
Growden Park with the assistance 
of two Denali Elementary School 
classes.

The ceremony in part commem-
orates Alaska Arbor Day, celebrat-
ed nearly two weeks later than its 
national namesake.

“We’ve been celebrating Arbor 
Day since 1984,” said Ritchie 
Musick, with Fairbanks Arbor 
Day Committee. “We usually have 
schools plant trees at their sites 
and we always have a public cere-
mony somewhere.”

This year, Arbor Day Commit-
tee volunteers dug and placed the 
birch trees at Growden Park due to 
still-difficult ground conditions.

“It’s been cold this spring,” 
Musick said.

Musick said Arbor Day Com-
mittee members will assisted with 

Trees and 
traditions
Committee’s Arbor 
Day celebration 

rooted in educating 
the next generation
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Denali 
Elementary 
students 
help plant 
a birch tree 
Monday 
afternoon 
in Growden 
Park as 
part of an 
annual 
Alaska 
Arbor Day 
ceremony.
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