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‘I did that,’
scouts can say

Scouts will enjoy
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summer at Camp
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Springfield Corners
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Yale University study finds opioid
deaths are soaring among kids, too
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JOHN LEICESTER and FRANK JORDANS
Associated Press

PARIS — France pledged ad-
ditional military aid for Ukraine
onSunday, including light tanks,
armored vehicles, training for
soldiers and other assistance
as the Ukrainians gear up for a
counteroffensive againstRussian
forces, following surprise talks in
Paris between theUkrainian and
French presidents.
Ukraine’s Volodymyr Zel-

enskyy and
France’s Em-
manuel Macron
met for about
three hours at
the French pres-
idential Elysee
Palace — an en-
counter kept un-
der wraps until
shortly before the Ukrainian
leader’s arrival in Paris from
Germany on a French govern-
ment jet, extending his multi-
stop European tour.
With Ukraine planning to go

on theoffensivehoping to retake
Russian-occupied territory,mil-
itary aid was a top agenda item.
Macron’s office said France will
supply dozens of light tanks and
armored vehicles “in the weeks
ahead,” without giving specific
numbers. Also promised were
more air defense systems, but
again detailsweren’tmadepub-
lic.
More Ukrainians will also be

made battle-ready, with France
aiming to train about 2,000
Ukrainian soldiers in France this
year and nearly 4,000 others in
Poland as part of a wider Euro-
peaneffort,Macron’s office said.

ANNA HANSEN
ahansen@madison.com

MadisonSchool andCommu-
nity Recreation is preparing to
open its largest facility yet on
the city’s Far West Side.
Ahead of its June 19 soft

opening, flooring, audio and
visual elements, and furnish-
ings are some of the finishing
touches being put into MSCR’s
new 30,000-square-foot facil-
ity at 7333 West Towne Way, a
former Stein Mart.
For years, MSCR’s activities,

programs, and equipment were
hindered by its dependence
on available school space,
with daytime classes and af-
ter-school sports taking pre-
cedence. Now, it has an entire
building.
Since the facility began as a

large storefront, MSCR and its
contractorswere greenlit by the
building’s landlord to design
larger rooms, with equipment

specifically tailored to the needs
of the more than 80,000 com-
munitymembersMSCR serves.
“This is our largest facility,

obviously our newest,” said Di-
anaMiller,MSCR supervisor of
sports and aquatics. “It will be
the first time that we’ve had a
facility of this size.”
Where other MSCR loca-

tions are equipped with “one
or two” fitness spaces in total,
the West Towne Way location
boasts dance studios, art rooms
including a dedicated pottery
studio,multipurpose areas, two
fitness spaces and office space.
Design considerations in-

cluded electricity in the floor
for sewing machines and sol-

dering stations, special areas
for chemical mixing and kiln
firing in the pottery studio,
and spaces in the gym flooring
for the placement of a volley-
ball net. With a 20-year lease
ahead, Miller says MSCR was
really able to stretch its legs
in the space, reflective of the
growth and development she’s
seen in MSCR.
“MSCRwill turn 100 in 2026,

and over the last few years,
we’ve really developed into
what dowe dowell,” saidMiller.
“I am really excited to see all of
the people come in and use this
space.”
While construction started

in December, plans for the new
space began to take shape in
2020.With funds fromMSCR’s
operating budget, officials be-
gan to plan their departure from
the former Hoyt School as well
as anOdana Road location, both
ofwhich had outgrown the “ro-
bust” programming, operations
manager Mary Roth said.

Ready for 2nd century
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Work progresses in the lobby of Madison School Community and Recreation’s new 30,000-square-foot facility on Madison’s Far West Side ahead
of its opening next month. “It will be the first time that we’ve had a facility of this size,” said Diana Miller, MSCR supervisor of sports and aquatics.

France
pledges
arms and
training

MEGAN JANETSKY
Associated Press

MEXICO CITY — For weeks,
Solangel Contreras raced.
The Venezuelan migrant and

her family of 22 trudged through
the dense jungles of the Darien
Gap and hopped borders across
Central America.
They joined thousands of

other migrants from across the
Hemisphere in a scramble to
reach the United States-Mex-
ico border and request asylum.
They raced, unsure what

changing migratory rules and
the end of a pandemic-era bor-

der restriction, Title 42, would
mean for their chances at a new
life in the U.S.
But after missing that cut-

off, robbed in Guatemala and
crossing into Mexico shortly
after the program ended Thurs-
day night, Contreras, 33, had
only one certainty in her mind:
“We’re going to keep going.”
Confusion rippled from the

U.S.-Mexico border to mi-
grant routes across the Amer-
icas, as migrants scramble to
understand complex and ev-
er-changing policies. While
Title 42 has come to an end, the
flow of migrants headed north
has not.

Migrants continue push northward
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A Venezuelan migrant uses an emergency blanket as cover from the
rain Saturday near the banks of the Rio Grande in Matamoros, Mexico.

AAMERMADHANI
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President
Joe Biden has an ambitious
agenda when he sets off this
week on an eight-day trip to the
Indo-Pacific.
He’s looking to tighten bonds

with longtime allies, make his-
tory as the first sitting U.S.
president to visit the island
state of Papua New Guinea and
spotlight his administration’s
commitment to the Pacific. The
three-country trip also presents
the 80-year-old Biden, who re-
cently announced he’s running
for reelection, with the oppor-
tunity to demonstrate that he
still has enough in the tank to
handle the grueling pace of the
presidency.

Biden travels
as debt fight
waits at home
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Its new facility gives
MSCR room to grow

MSCR’s new location at 7333 West Towne Way will replace its former
Hoyt School and Odana Road locations.
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Zelenskyy: We won’t
strike inside Russia

Zelenskyy
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