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Clark hopes to lead 
defense to potential
SPORTS, 1B

A group of state lawmakers re-
leased a package of draft bills Tues-
day, aimed at tackling Wisconsin’s af-
fordable housing crisis.

The bipartisan group has two main
goals: to lower the cost of construc-
tion, and to limit the power of neigh-
bors to oppose development. 

The proposals would make it
cheaper to borrow money for new, af-
fordable construction projects. The
lawmakers say this would create more
“workforce housing”: homes that mid-
dle-income Wisconsinites can aff�ord.
As construction costs soar, it’s getting
harder to build homes in that price
range.

They’re also zeroing in on what
Rep. Rob Brooks called the “NIMBY
problem.” Local governments are of-
ten swayed by neighbors, who object
to new construction near their homes,
developers say. To appease angry
neighbors, local offi�cials sometimes
reject new developments — in viola-
tion of their own zoning codes, devel-
opers and state lawmakers say. One
proposed bill would give developers
more power to push back.

Here’s what you need to know
about the proposals:

Zero-interest loans 
for workforce housing

There’s a gap between what homes
cost to build, and what working-class
Wisconsinites can aff�ord to pay. Law-
makers want to fi�ll that gap by off�ering
zero-interest loans for new construc-
tion and renovation.

Since the pandemic, it’s become
much more expensive to build new
homes — a consequence of labor
shortages and supply chain snarls.
Between January 2020 and January
2023, single-family construction
costs rose 36.2%, and multifamily
construction costs rose 35.2%, ac-
cording to the U.S. Bureau of Labor
and Statistics.

Lawmakers are proposing several
new zero-interest loan programs to fi�-
nance new construction and renova-
tion. That includes loans for:

To qualify for these loans, the
homes would need to be aff�ordable to
middle-income residents, or set aside
for seniors. 

Loans to rehab old homes

Wisconsin’s homes are getting old-
er; 57% of the state’s housing stock
was built before 1980, according to
American Community Survey esti-
mates. Many of those properties are in
need of repair.

To fi�nance those repairs, home-
owners could receive up to $50,000 in
low- or zero-interest loans, under one
proposal. These loans could fund nec-
essary fi�xes, such as plumbing up-
dates or lead paint removal.

Anti-“Not in my 
back yard” policies

Even if developers can aff�ord to
build new homes, they can’t move for-
ward without permission from local
authorities.

Cities, towns and villages have sig-
nifi�cant power over new construction.
Municipalities set the rules for what
can be built and where. They also con-
trol the review process.

Developers say local offi�cials are 

Housing
aff�ordability
bills proposed
Genevieve Redsten
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
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Lit Wisconsin is a sporadic series of
stories in which we highlight the work of
writers of Wisconsin or those with ties to
the state.

Today we look Milwaukee author
Kristine Hansen and her new book,
“Frank Lloyd Wright’s Wisconsin: How
America’s Most Famous Architect Found
Inspiration in His Home State,” due to hit
the shelves June 1.

About the book, ‘Frank Lloyd
Wright’s Wisconsin’

Fans of “America’s most famous ar-
chitect” will fi�nd a lot to love about this
multifaceted book. It’s part guidebook,
part biography and part coff�ee-table
photo book. Hansen takes readers on a
tour of nearly 40 individual Frank Lloyd
Wright creations throughout Wiscon-
sin, including some that have been de-
molished, and some that were designed
by designers who learned directly from

Wright and followed in
his aesthetic footsteps.

The Wright sites are
organized by region. Mil-
waukee has the most with
eight; Madison has six.
Four sites are profi�led in
Racine; Delavan and Lake

Geneva; the Driftless Area; and central
Wisconsin. Wausau has three. 

Hansen off�ers up detailed profi�les of
each site, and notes whether Wright fans
can visit, tour or stay overnight in build-
ing. There are many indoor and outdoor
photos for each site as well, many of
which feature the deep reds that come
from natural wood and brick. Hansen in-
terviews current residents, caretakers
and managers of the Wright sites as well,
off�ering readers insight into what it’s like
to live and work in them. (Leaking roofs
seem to be a common refrain.)

The buildings are all works of art and
carry with them the historic heft of
greatness. Two of the sites, a house in
Madison and Wright’s Spring Green 

Upcoming book off�ers up a tour 
of ‘Frank Lloyd Wright’s Wisconsin’
Keith Uhlig
Wausau Daily Herald
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WASHINGTON – One outcome is
clear as Washington reaches for a bud-
get deal in the debt ceiling standoff�:
The ambitious COVID-19 era of govern-
ment spending to cope with the pan-
demic and rebuild is giving way to a
new focus on tailored investments and
stemming defi�cits.

President Joe Biden has said recoup-
ing unspent coronavirus money is “on
the table” in budget talks with Con-
gress. While the White House has
threatened to veto House Speaker Kev-

in McCarthy’s debt ceiling bill with its
“devastating cuts” to federal programs,
the administration has signaled a will-
ingness to consider other budget caps.

The end result is a turnaround from
just a few years ago, when Congress
passed and then-president Donald
Trump signed the historic $2.2 trillion
CARES Act at the start of the public
health crisis in 2020. It’s a dramatic re-
alignment even as Biden’s bipartisan
infrastructure law and Infl�ation Reduc-
tion Act are now investing billions of
dollars into paving streets, shoring up
the federal safety net and restructuring
the U.S. economy.

“The appetite to throw a lot more
money at major problems right now is
signifi�cantly diminished, given what
we’ve seen over the past several
years,” said Shai Akabas, director of
economic policy at the Bipartisan Pol-
icy Center, a nonpartisan organization
in Washington.

The Treasury Department has
warned it will begin running out of
money to pay the nation’s bills as
soon as June 1, though an estimate
Friday by the nonpartisan
Congressional Budget offi�ce put the 

Debt talks put new
focus on defi�cit

House Speaker Kevin McCarthy, R-Calif., and Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., met with President Joe
Biden on Tuesday to discuss the debt limit. Staff-level negotiators resumed talks Saturday. SUSAN WALSH/AP FILE

Expert: ‘Appetite’ for big spending ‘diminished’
Lisa Mascaro
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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The cover of Kristine Hansen’s new
book, “Frank Lloyd Wright's
Wisconsin: How America's Most
Famous Architect Found Inspiration
in His Home State.”
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