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Donations poured in after
Joint Animal Services rescued
over 100 cats from a Thurston
County property on April 26, but
shelter capacity remains
strained.
Field Service Officers rescued

an additional 12 cats since last

week, bringing the total to 159
as of Thursday, said Animal
Services Executive Director
Sarah Hock. They initially re-
moved 115 on April 26.
“They were a tad bit more

savvy,” Hock said of the 12 new
cats. “It’s taken us awhile. We
actually brought them in using
humane traps that we left on the
property.”
The cats lived at the undis-

closed property on Cooper Point
Road in “horrendous condi-
tions” with little food or water,
Hock previously said. JAS
moved to rescue the cats after
the resident was evicted from
the property, she said.
News of the rescue prompted a

surge in donations from the pub-
lic. As of last Thursday, Hock said
the shelter received nearly
$25,000 in monetary or gift card

donations, 500 pounds of cat
litter fromMud Bay, over 100
bags of kitten food, and 60 bags
of adult cat food from the Thur-

ston County Humane Society.
“We had a full two weeks of

Donations pour in
for Thurston shelter
after huge cat rescue
BY MARTÍN BILBAO
mbilbao@theolympian.com
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Donors have flooded Joint Animal Services with kitten food and
other supplies after the Thurston County shelter rescued 159 cats
from a single Thurston County residence.

SEE DONATIONS, 2A

dogan’s executive presidency.
If his political alliance wins,
Erdogan could continue gov-
erning without much restric-
tion. The opposition has prom-
ised to return Turkey’s go-
vernance system to a parlia-
mentary democracy if it wins
both the presidential and parlia-
mentary ballots.
Opinion surveys indicated

the increasingly authoritarian
leader entered the election
trailing a challenger for the first
time. Erdogan has ruled Turkey
as prime minister or president
since 2003.
Pre-election polls gave a

slight lead to Kilicdaroglu, 74,
the joint candidate of a six-
party opposition alliance who
leads the center-left, pro-sec-
ular Republican People’s Party,
or CHP.
Voting began at 8 a.m. and

polls closed at 5 p.m. Under
Turkey’s election custom, news
organizations are barred from
reporting partial results until an
embargo lifts at 9 p.m. There

ANKARA, TURKEY
Election polls closed Sunday

in Turkey, where President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s 20-
year leadership of the NATO
member country grappling with
economic turmoil and the ero-
sion of democratic checks-and-
balances hung in the balance
after a strong challenge from an
opposition candidate.
The election could grant

Erdogan, 69, a new five-year
term or unseat him in favor of
the head of an invigorated op-
position, Kemal Kilicdaroglu,
who has promised to return
Turkey to a more democratic
path. If no candidate receives
more than 50% of the vote, the
race will be determined in a
May 28 run-off.
Voters also elected lawmak-

ers to fill Turkey’s 600-seat
parliament, which lost much of
its legislative power under Er-

are no exit polls.
More than 64 million people,

including 3.4 million overseas
voters, were eligible to vote in
the elections, which come the
year the country will mark the
centenary of its establishment
as a republic. Voter turnout in
Turkey is traditionally strong.
Yet Turkey has seen the sup-

pression of freedom of expres-
sion and assembly under Erdo-
gan, and it is wracked by a
steep cost-of-living crisis that
critics blame on the govern-
ment’s mishandling of the
economy.
Internationally, the elections

were being watched closely as a
test of a united opposition’s
ability to dislodge a leader who
has concentrated nearly all
state powers in his hands.
Erdogan has led a divisive

election campaign, using state
resources and his domineering
position over media to woo
voters. He has accused the
opposition of colluding with
“terrorists,” of being “drunk-

ards” and of upholding
LGBTQ+ rights, which he
claims are a threat to tradition-
al family values.
In a bid to secure support

from citizens hit hard by in-
flation, he has increased wages
and pensions and subsidized
electricity and gas bills, while
showcasing Turkey’s home-
grown defense and infrastruc-
ture projects.
He also extended the political

alliance of his ruling Justice and
Development Party, or AKP,
with two nationalist parties to
include a small leftist party and
two marginal Islamist parties.
Kilicdaroglu’s six-party Na-

tion Alliance pledged to dis-
mantle an executive presi-
dential system narrowly voted
in by a 2017 referendum. The
opposition alliance also prom-
ised to restore the independ-
ence of the judiciary and the
central bank and to reverse
crackdowns on free speech and

ANDREI PALARIYA TASS/Sipa USA

Voters cast ballots Sunday in the Turkish presidential and parliamentary elections at a polling station in an Ataturk secondary school in
Istanbul, Turkey.

Turkey awaits vote results;
Erdogan’s fate hangs in balance
BY SUZAN FRASER AND ZEYNEP
BILGINSOY
Associated Press
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It began on March 8. A man
arrived at Olympia resident
Emily Bergkamp’s home where
her husband, Jude, got an odd
request from the stranger. The
man was looking for a reward
for returning a set of lost keys
with a message displayed on the
key fob: “$500 REWARD IF
FOUND,” as well as Berg-
kamp’s name and home ad-
dress.
The problem, Bergkamp’s

husband told the stranger, is
that there was no $500 reward.
The key didn’t even belong to
them. The stranger grew em-
phatic and insisted on receiving
the reward. He finally left, but
the Bergkamps were left be-
fuddled by the interaction.
That wasn’t the end of it,

though.
The next day, Emily received

a private message on Facebook
messenger from a woman
claiming she found a key with
the same fob and the promise of
a $500 reward.
“It took me awhile to figure

out what might be going on,”
she told The Olympian in an
interview.
Since those first interactions in

March, people have continued to
show up at Bergkamp’s home in
Olympia with a “lost” key, hop-
ing to get the promised $500
reward. Bergkamp says she be-
lieves it’s part of a scheme to
harass her and her family. She
doesn’t understand who is behind
the scheme or why.
About 40 duplicates of the

keys with Bergkamp’s personal
information have been discov-
ered over the past few months,
the Olympia resident says. The
keys have been found scattered
around Olympia and Lacey on
sidewalks and in parking lots of
businesses such as Lowe’s and
Walmart.
Bergkamp says she and her

family now feel unsafe because
they don’t know how people will
react when they explain the keys
are part of a hoax.
“They (the person making the

keys) know that people will try
to come to our home. ... We’ve
had people get aggressive,”
Bergkamp said.

Olympia
woman says
lost key prank
a ruse to
harass her
BY JARED GENDRON
jgendron@thenewstribune.com

SEE WOMAN, 6A


