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The Associated Press

MONTPELIER — The Democratic-con-
trolled Vermont Legislature has ad-
journed for its 2023 session by passing 
an $8.4 billion state budget, the largest 
in state history, as well as expanding 
child care and housing. But Republi-
can Gov. Phil Scott hinted at a veto of 
some of that legislation by saying law-
makers could have more work to do 
next month.

In a statement issued after the 
House adjourned on Friday evening, 
Democratic House Speaker Jill Kro-
winski said the budget is a reflection 

of  the state’s values and addresses 
issues important to Vermonters such 
as housing assistance, health care, ed-
ucation, workforce development and 
infrastructure.

The lack of  access to child care has 
cost Vermonters millions of  dollars 
in lost wages, she said. The child care 
expansion would subsidize wages for 
child care providers and provide fi-
nancial help for families.

“Since the beginning of  this bienni-
um, we have spent hundreds of  hours 
together forging paths to better our 
state,” she said. To help achieve that, 
the House has passed dozens of  pieces 

of  landmark legislation.
Scott, who has threatened to veto 

the budget — which would require 
lawmakers to return to Montpelier 
next month to override his veto or find 
a compromise — said he agrees with 
the goals of  the legislature, but he dis-
agrees with the methods.

The $150 million childcare plan 
would be paid for with help from a 0.44 
percent payroll tax split between em-
ployers and employees. 

The budget also includes $20 million 
in new fees at the Department of  Mo-
tor Vehicles.

By SuSan Smallheer

Brattleboro Reformer

VERNON — NorthStar Hold-
ing Co. is living — and work-
ing — within its budget to 
decommission the Vermont 
Yankee nuclear power plant.

At a meeting earlier this 
week of the state Nuclear 
Decommissioning Citizens 
Advisory Panel, an attor-
ney with the Department of  
Public Service said North-
Star was within its budget.

“NorthStar appears to 
be on course to complete 
the project with available 
funding,” said Eric Guzman 
with the Department of  
Public Service.

Guzman said that cur-
rently the nuclear decom-
missioning trust fund held 
$162 million, as of  the end 
of  March, and that the sep-
arate site restoration fund 
held $51.3 million.

Entergy started the site 
restoration fund with $25 
million back in 2014; the de-
commissioning trust fund, 
which at one point was over 
$600 million, was paid for 
by electric customers of  the 
utilities which bought pow-
er from Vermont Yankee.

Of the $51.3 million cur-
rently in the site restoration 
fund, which will be used 
once the actual clean up 
and demolition is complet-
ed, only $11 million will be 
needed, according to Guz-
man. He said any unused 
balance will be returned to 
NorthStar once the site res-

toration is completed.
Before Entergy sold the 

plant to NorthStar in 2019, 
it agreed to bring the site 
restoration fund up to $60 
million, according to the 
2018 memorandum of un-
derstanding. 

NorthStar, as Entergy’s 
“successor in interest” will 
receive any unused balance, 
he said.

Any funds left over from 
the nuclear decommission-
ing trust fund will be re-
turned to the customers of  
the Vermont Yankee Nucle-
ar Power Corp., the original 
owner of  the plant before it 
was sold to Entergy in 2002.

Entergy never made any 
contribution to the nucle-
ar decommissioning trust 
fund.

In addition to the finan-
cial report on the two trust 
funds, members of  the citi-
zen panel heard updates on 
the decommissioning itself  
from NorthStar site manag-
er Corey Daniels.

Electric school buses are a no-go for now
By ChriS mayS

Brattleboro Reformer

TOWNSHEND — The brakes have 
been hit on plans to try to bring 
electric buses to the West River 
Education District.

At the School Board meeting 
last week, Todd Lawley of  West 
River Transportation said the 
current owners of  the buses 
don’t want electric buses on their 
private property on Brookline be-
cause they aren’t “environmen-
tally safe.”

“The batteries are a huge is-
sue,” he said. “I could go on for 
quite a while on how unsafe these 
buses are.”

His group, with which the dis-
trict is in the first year of  a five-
year contract, estimates charging 
stations for buses cost $40,000 and 
power upgrades needed would 
cost another $60,000.

An attempt at applying for a 
grant to provide seed money for 
an electric bus and a charging 
station proved unsuccessful, 
Paul Paytas of  West River Valley 
100 Percent Renewable said. The 
project was undertaken last sum-
mer for the district made up of  
public schools in Newfane, Town-
shend and Jamaica.

“It didn’t work out for various 
reasons,” Paytas said.
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This electric vehicle charging station has been installed 
behind the town offices in Bennington.

Legislature expands childcare, housing
Gov. Scott hints at possibly making additional vetoes

Nuclear plant 
project finances 

look strong

Open house at the firehouse
The Brattleboro Fire Department 
held an open house Saturday at the 
Central Fire Station on 103 Elliot 
St. Members of the public toured 
the facility, tried out some of the 
equipment, discovered what it takes 
to become a firefighter, and learned 
about the opportunities available 
to join the department and make 
a difference in the community. 
The open house was part of 
Operation Mayday, Vermont’s first 
coordinated statewide firefighter 
recruitment campaign aimed at 
bringing new firefighters into the 
Vermont Fire Service.
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“To be clear, if 
we’re taking 
money out of one 
pocket to put it 
into the other, 
that’s not making 
anything more 
affordable.”
Phil SCott, 
governor

VERMONT GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Speaker of the House Jill Krowinski 
said the budget addresses important 
issues such as housing assistance 
and health care.

“NorthStar appears 
to be on course 
to complete 
the project with 
available funding.”
eriC Guzman, 
Department of  Public 
Service


