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Radford police Chief Jeff
Dodson replied to submitted
questions about the convictions
of two officers and accusations
against two more, calling it
“heartbreaking to see your fel-
low officer tarnish their badge
and breach the public’s trust”
but also saying that criminal
charges do not define the city
department.

How significant is it that
two officers have been con-
victed and two others are
accused of various offenses?
Do you see a pattern in this?
A random set of bad decisions
and situations?

Any number of officers being
convicted of anything is trou-

blesome and
certainly raises
concerns. Law
enforcement of-
ficers are held
to a very high
standard, but
we must also
remember that
those who wear
the badge are human beings.
When dealing with humans it is
expected that we will deal with
imperfections and errors that
occur.

Over the course of the last
three years, I have worked hard
to implement change and trans-
form the department from good
to great. Some of these changes
included strengthening hiring
procedures, revising depart-
mental policies to meet nation-
ally established best practices, a
strong emphasis on community
oriented policing, the formation
of a peer support team, creation
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itself on a rock in
the river at the
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park during a hot
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PARIS — Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy made a sur-
prise visit to Paris for talks Sun-
day night with French President
Emmanuel Macron, extending a
multi-stop European tour that

has elicited fresh pledges of mili-
tary support as his country gears
up for a counteroffensive against
Russian occupation forces.

In a tweet on his arrival, Zel-
enskyy said: “With each visit,
Ukraine’s defense and offen-
sive capabilities are expanding.

The ties with Europe are getting
stronger, and the pressure on Rus-
sia is growing.”

He said he and Macron “will
talk through the most important
points of bilateral relations.” The
French leader’s office said they’ll
discuss Ukraine’s military and hu-

manitarian needs and “the more
long-term perspectives for a re-
turn to peace in Europe,” and that
Macron will “reaffirm France and
Europe’s unwavering support”
for Ukraine in its fight against the
Russian invasion.

France has supplied Ukraine

with an array of weaponry, in-
clude air-defense systems, light
tanks, howitzers and other arms
and equipment and fuel. Macron
and Zelenskyy didn’t speak to
waiting reporters as they greeted

Ukraine’s Zelenskyy makes surprise visit to Paris
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A veteran police officer charged
and convicted two years ago.

Another longtime officer
charged last year, then found
guilty this year.

Two other officers brought up
on charges, with the most re-
cent coming this month when a
Wytheville man swore out a war-
rant for assault against an officer
he said shoved him during an off-
duty altercation.

The Radford Police Depart-
ment, which has 42 sworn offi-
cers, is enduring a run of prob-
lems that city officials describe
as alarming and unfortunate —
but not a sign of wider issues.

“When something bad hap-
pens, it doesn’t necessarily in-
dicate something systemic,”
Mayor David Horton said last
week, voicing what he said was
city council’s full confidence in
police Chief Jeff Dodson. Uncon-
nected charges against several
officers should not overshadow
major steps that the department
is making toward national ac-
creditation, building community

relations, and
more, he said.

“I really want
to express how
proud I am of
the work Jeff has
done,” Horton
said. “… It is just
somewhat of a
bad hand that he
has been dealt.”

C o m m o n -
wealth’s Attor-
ney Chris Rehak,
who was a police
officer before
he went to law
school, noted
that the four of-
ficers were ac-
cused of very different things.
Like Horton, Rehak said that he
saw no larger pattern, calling the
confluence of charges “a com-
bination of bad luck and coinci-
dence … it looks like four unre-
lated and totally random things.”

Dodson, responding to ques-
tions in a long email, said that the
entire force was disappointed by
the actions of a few officers. “It
is heartbreaking to see your fel-
low officer tarnish their badge
and breach the public’s trust,”
he wrote.

But Dodson said that the
charges are not representative of

Officials: Police
problems are
not ‘systemic’
String of charges
are ‘unrelated and
totally random’
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