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Like many of you, I access 
news throughout the 
day via the Richmond 

Times-Dispatch smartphone 
app, which provides around-
the-clock updates on the latest 
developments from the Rich-
mond area and beyond.

Today, I am here to tell you 
about an upgrade to the app 

— and to extend 
an invitation to 
check it out on 
your smartphone 
or tablet.

Here is what to 
expect: 

A streamlined 
experience in 
accessing local 
news, photos, 

videos and more on a smart-
phone or tablet. It is a cleaner 
visual display that makes navi-
gating easier.

The ability to personalize the 
headlines you see. Interested 
in entertainment? Local news? 
Sports? You can customize and 
put the news that is important 
to you at your fi ngertips. As our 
slogan says, “This is where your 
story lives.” 

The ability to read stories 
your way — either in the News 
Feed or via the E-edition.

An improved showcase of our 
expanded dining coverage and 
reporting on the burgeoning lo-
cal food scene. We have also put 
an expanded focus on covering 
growth and development in the 
area. 

A better display of the multi-
media-rich visual storytelling 
that our talented newsroom 
is producing each day, from 
videos to photo galleries and 
more. You can also watch our 
livestreamed video broad-
casts, weather forecasts with 
Times-Dispatch meteorologist 
Sean Sublette and program-
ming like “A1 Minute!” and 
“8@4.”

Visit richmond.com/apps or 

SEAN JONES
Richmond Times-Dispatch 

A group of Hanover County 
homeowners have won a decisive 
victory in their fi ght against the 
county, Wegmans and the mas-
sive distribution center that has 
been built right on their door-
step.

That recent legal victory could 
be a sign that more cases of the 
type will be heard in local courts 
across the state, though this in-
dividual battle is still far from 
over.

The homeowners have been 
challenging the county board 
and Wegmans in court. They say 
a special-use permit granted for 
the construction of the site was 
passed illegally. The distribution 
center, roughly the footprint of 
20 football fi elds, is almost fi n-
ished.

Kathy Woodcock is one of the 
residents named in the case. Her 
farm faces one of the employee 
entrances that will be used by 
hundreds of employees. She and 
her husband bought their prop-
erty on Ashcake Road in 2016, 
coming from Henrico County, 
to be closer to nature. They have 
chickens and a vegetable garden, 
Woodcock said, and her husband 
hunts on the land.

“We never thought that we’d 
have to go to the Supreme Court 
of Virginia,” she said. “But a 

small group of us represent a 
much larger group of people 
who to this day believe this is 

Victory shows the 
little guy can win

MIKE KROPF, TIMES-DISPATCH 

From left, Andrea Morgan, Rod Morgan, Chris French, Kathy Woodcock and Tim Miller pose for a photo on Friday as a dump truck goes by across 
the street from the Wegmans distribution center building site.

RTD has 
upgraded 
its digital 
services

MICHAEL MARTZ
Richmond Times-Dispatch 

 CITY POINT — At the point 
where the Appomattox and James 
rivers meet in Hopewell, former 
Del. Lashrecse Aird, D-Peters-
burg, sought to ride a rising tide of 
national concern over the future 
of abortion rights in her quest to 
unseat Sen. Joe Morrissey, D-Pe-
tersburg, in a new state Senate 

seat that could be 
pivotal in Virgin-
ia’s position on 
women’s repro-
ductive rights.

Aird, unseated 
on the same night 
that Gov. Glenn 
Youngkin led a 
sweep of state-
wide o�  ces two years ago, was 
fl anked by a trio of abortion rights 
advocates who proclaimed the 
importance of electing her and 
defeating Morrissey in a Dem-
ocratic primary fi ght in the new 
13th Senate District. The contest 

has attracted na-
tional attention a 
year after the U.S. 
Supreme Court 
overturned Roe v. 
Wade.

“This has been 
a fascinating race 
to watch,” said 
Bob Holsworth, a 

longtime Richmond political an-
alyst. “He’s a pro-life Democrat 
running in a majority-minority 
district.” 

Aird has highlighted Mor-
rissey’s record on abortion in a 
“Roe Not Joe” tour as the cam-

paign heads into its fi nal month 
before the primary on June 20.

“Joe Morrissey has spent his 
two decades in public service to 
defl ect, deny, delude and deceive 
when it comes to his real stance on 
reproductive rights and abortion 
access,” said Tarina Keene, execu-
tive director of REPRO Rising Vir-
ginia, who was joined in Hopewell 
by representatives from Planned 
Parenthood Advocates of Virginia 
and EMILY’s List.

Morrissey won his Senate seat 
in 2019 after a political career in 
the House of Delegates and the 
Richmond Commonwealth’s 

Attorney’s O�  ce. He is staking his 
reelection on voters caring about 
issues other than abortion, such 
as criminal justice reform, high-
speed internet and economic 
opportunity, in a predominantly 
Black Democratic district that 
stretches from eastern Henrico 

‘A fascinating race’: Aird vs. Morrissey

MEGAN MARCONYAK
Special correspondent 

 New restaurants are popping 
up all over the city and existing 
spots are expanding their con-

cepts to new locations. Here are 
eight new spots to add to your 
hit list.

3 new Latin spots in 
western Henrico 

Western Henrico County 
has three new Latin spots and 

opportunities to taste new fl a-
vors. Mariscos Mazatlan (8415 
W. Broad St.) focuses on tradi-
tional Mexican cuisine from the 
city of Mazatlan and other places 
along the Mexican coast. The ex-
tensive menu is seafood-focused 
— choose from three types of 
ceviche, four spins on octopus, 

elote crab tacos, four di� erent 
preparations of whole lobsters, 
and oysters served raw or grilled 
with chipotle sauce. Having a 
party? Mariscos also sells Cha-
rolas, or catering trays that are 
loaded with seafood. 

8 new restaurants worth checking out

SENATE DISTRICT 13

Abortion at the fore in 
campaigns’ last stretch 
before June 20 primary

Aird Morrissey

  STAY INFORMED:
Sign up for our politics 
newsletter by aiming 
your smartphone 

camera at this code and tapping 
the link.  

WEGMANS CASE

Hanover residents 
feel upbeat as battle 
enters next stage

NEW APP

Features improve 
reading experience

RVA DINING

Latin food lovers, 
cereal fans rejoice UNLOCK DIGITAL:

Download the new 
Times-Dispatch app 
to unlock all of our 

digital content. Aim your 
smartphone at this code and tap 
the link.   

Warehouse plan 
causes controversy
An Ashland warehouse for 
grocer Wegmans has been the 
source of an ongoing
controversy in Hanover County.
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