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Waynesboro High School earth
science and astronomy teacher
Charlie Cox teared up after pos-
ing with the school’s principal
and assistant principal at Tuesday

night’s school board meeting.
It was a bittersweet moment

for the long-time educator as he
is retiring after 38 years of teach-
ing. But Cox and the other 18 ed-
ucators and staff retiring this year
walked away with recognitions
and gifts from the school division.
Before the board meeting, the
school division hosted a mix and
mingle to celebrate the retirees’
years of service at Waynesboro
High School.

“They are dedicated, com-
mitted,” said assistant superin-
tendent Ryan Barber during the
meeting. “They spend their af-
ternoon time working for kids.”

Cox, originally from Lynchburg,
graduated with a bachelor’s degree
in health and physical education
from Radford University. He
taught at the now-defunct Natu-
ral Bridge High School, Fishburne
Military School and Waynesboro
High School. He taught earth sci-

ence and astronomy at Waynes-
boro High School for 23 years.

“I had no idea I was this adapt-
able,” Cox said, reflecting on him-
self as an educator. “That would
be the biggest thing, and you
got to learn how to roll with the
punches.”

What he loved the most about
teaching astronomy was having
open-minded students.
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Several new movies infiltrated
theaters nationwide this week-
end, from a lighthearted trip
to Italy with Jane Fonda, Can-
dice Bergen, Diane Keaton and
Mary Steenburgen to a Ben Af-
fleck-fronted detective thriller.
The two top spots were once
again claimed by Marvel and
Mario, however.

In its second weekend,
“Guardians of the Galaxy Vol.
3” added $60.5 million from
North American theaters, ac-
cording to studio estimates on
Sunday. That’s a slim 49% drop
from its opening, which is rare
for big superhero films that tend
to be front-loaded and have big
second weekend drops of 60%
or more. As the smallest Marvel
drop since the beginning of the
pandemic, it also answers the
“superhero fatigue” question
that some floated last weekend.
Including $91.9 million from in-
ternational showings, “Vol. 3”
has already grossed over $528.8
million worldwide.

Second place went to “The
Super Mario Bros. Movie” with
$13 million in its sixth weekend,
bringing its domestic grosses
just shy of $536 million. Fami-
lies with younger children have
had almost no other options at
the theaters since Mario en-
tered the picture, resulting in
repeat viewings and its contin-
ued dominance at the box office,

‘Guardians
Vol. 3,’ ‘Super
Mario Bros.’
remain at top
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WASHINGTON — One out-
come is clear as Washington
reaches for a budget deal in the
debt ceiling standoff: The ambi-
tious COVID-19 era of government
spending to cope with the pan-
demic and rebuild is giving way to a

new focus on tailored investments
and stemming deficits.

President Joe Biden said recoup-
ing unspent coronavirus money is
“on the table” in budget talks with
Congress. While the White House
threatened to veto Republican
House Speaker Kevin McCarthy’s
debt ceiling bill with its “devastat-

ing cuts” to federal programs, the
administration signaled a willing-
ness to consider other budget caps.

The end result is a turnaround
from just a few years ago, when
Congress passed and then-presi-
dent Donald Trump signed the his-
toric $2.2 trillion CARES Act at the
start of the public health crisis in

2020. It’s a dramatic realignment
even as Biden’s bipartisan infra-
structure law and Inflation Reduc-
tion Act are now investing billions
of dollars into paving streets, shor-
ing up the federal safety net and re-
structuring the U.S. economy.

“The appetite to throw a lot
more money at major problems

right now is significantly dimin-
ished, given what we’ve seen over
the past several years,” said Shai
Akabas, director of economic pol-
icy at the Bipartisan Policy Cen-
ter, a nonpartisan organization in
Washington.

COVID era gives way to focus on deficit
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Waynesboro High School earth science and astronomy teacher Charlie Cox poses with his gift from the school division alongside principal Bryan
Stamm and assistant principal Kathryn Ford on Tuesday evening in Waynesboro.
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WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Joe Biden has an ambitious
agenda when he sets off this week
on an eight-day trip to the In-
do-Pacific.

He’s looking to tighten bonds
with longtime allies, make his-
tory as the first sitting U.S.
president to visit the island

state of Papua New Guinea and
spotlight his administration’s
commitment to the Pacific. The
three-country trip also presents
the 80-year-old Biden, who re-
cently announced he’s running
for reelection, with the oppor-
tunity to demonstrate that he
still has enough in the tank to
handle the grueling pace of the
presidency.

But as he prepares to head west,
Biden finds himself in a stalemate
with Republican lawmakers over
raising America’s debt limit. If the
matter is not resolved in the com-
ing weeks, it threatens to spark an
economic downturn.

A look at what’s at stake in
Biden’s upcoming trip:

Ambitious agenda for Biden on Indo-Pacific trip From left, Australian
Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese, U.S. President
Joe Biden and Indian
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi are greeted by
Japanese Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida, right,
during their arrival
to the Quad leaders
summit May 24, 2022, at
Kantei Palace in Tokyo.
EVAN VUCCI,
ASSOCIATED PRESS

‘They are dedicated’
Waynesboro schools
recognize retiring
teachers and staff

Please see BIDEN, Page A6

Please see DEFICIT, Page A6

Please see RETIRING, Page A6 Please see BOX OFFICE, Page A6

We never forget you have a choice
for your settlement needs

Fast, reliable service
Full title search services, including updates and recordings

Residential and commercial real estate closings

13 Long Meadow Road • P. O. Box 716 Fishersville, Virginia 22939
Phone: (540) 932-1788 Fax: (540)932-9652 • www.courtsquaretitleagency.com


