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With a steady presence in Bedford, Forest and Lynch-
burg, Campbell County now has two new farmers markets
— one in Rustburg and the other on Candlers Mountain.

Amanda MacLeod, the co-owner of Huckleberry Knob
Nursery, has opened the new Candlers Mountain Farmers
Market in Lynchburg. She also serves as the president of
the board for the market.

The idea to open the market came when she realized
there were no farmers markets in Campbell County so
she reached out to Campbell County’s Office of Economic
Development, who she said was excited about the idea.

“When we started this, we were we’re just always think-
ing about ways that we can contribute to the community,”
she said.

The market runs every Saturday from 8 a.m. to noon,
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In a Lynchburg community
seeking action after the third
death of a child in the city as
a result of gun violence since
late February, the city’s mayor
is helping start a new initiative
aimed at creating more opportu-
nities to get children into recre-
ational activities.

This week,
Mayor Steph-
anie Reed an-
nounced she will
be launching the
“Taking Back
Our Streets”
community co-
alition, a group
of city and faith-
based leaders hoping to create
preventative measures to protect
children from being the targets of
gang activity.

Reed announced the launch of
the coalition just more than one
week after the death of Kingston
Campbell, a six-year-old boy
who was killed by gunfire while
in his own home on Floyd Street
on May 2.

The death of Campbell re-
mains an active investigation
for the Lynchburg Police Depart-
ment, who still is asking those
who may have any information
about what transpired that night
to contact them with tips.

“When we call onto our law
enforcement community, most
of the time it’s after something’s
already happened,” the mayor

City mayor
hoping to
‘take back
our streets’
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Today marks a stepping stone of
sorts for Danville.

After nearly five years of chatter
surrounding bringing a casino to
the River City, a temporary facility
will open at 10 a.m.

With it comes many unknowns
— traffic hurdles lead the list —
but also high anticipation of a
city’s rebirth and march toward a
tourism destination.

“I’m hoping we see a lot of
lines,” Chris Albrecht, general
manager of Caesars Virginia, said
Friday morning. “Everything right
now has been speculation.”

The 40,000-square-foot fa-
cility — officially called Danville

Casino — is housed inside a giant
white rented tent on the corner of
the future home of Caesars Vir-
ginia, the permanent casino and
resort.

It’s all located in an area known
as Schoolfield — once a bustling
mill village — on a property for-
merly owned by Dan River Inc.,
a textile manufacturer that was
synonymous with Danville.

Today, three original smoke-

stacks remain on the space and
will be incorporated into the new
resort’s design as a nod to Dan-
ville’s past.

The entire resort was originally
scheduled to be opened this year,
but pandemic-induced supply
chain snarls and ensuing delays
forced the completion target date
to 2024.

That’s one reason Caesars Vir-
ginia decided to push forward

with a smaller-scale operation
while construction continues on
the main attraction.

“We decided it was a great op-
portunity to look forward to get-
ting this operation going, starting
to generate some revenue, getting

Temporary casino ushers in new era
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Erik and Ashlee Happs, owners of Happy Homesteading, have recently opened a new farmers market in Rustburg.
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Amherst County’s department
of community development re-

viewed or issued 627 zoning and
subdivision-related permits in
2022, an increase of 37 permits
from the previous year and the
highest of a period dating back
to 2017, according to the Amherst
County Planning Commission’s
recently released annual report.

The department fielded 116
single-family residence permits
last year, down slightly from 128

in 2021. The total single-family
permits last year is the second
highest in the six-year span in-
cluded in the report.

Accessory structure permits in
2022 — at 127 — were slightly up
from 123 the previous year and
the second-highest total dating
back to 2017, the report shows.

Report: Zoning permits hold steady

Bringing people together

DANVILLE

Facility located inside
tent set to open today

AMHERST COUNTY

Madison Heights plan
feedback includes
desire for restaurants
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Starbucks in Madison Heights in late April opened its doors on U.S. 29
Business. Amherst residents who gave feedback in the Madison Heights
Master Plan have expressed a desire for more restaurant, shopping and
entertainment uses, according to the Amherst County Planning Commission’s
most recently released annual report.

 INSIDE: A look at the path to
a casino in Danville. Page A5

Two new farmers markets open in Campbell County
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Amanda MacLeod, co-owner of Huckleberry Knob Nursery, has
opened the new Candlers Mountain Farmers Market.

WATCH: For a look at the Rustburg Farmers
Market, point your smartphone at the QR code,
then tap the link.

Reed plans to launch
coalition to create
preventative measures
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