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Last week’s local meeting
with transportation leaders
focused on both imminent

and long-term road work.
The meeting included infor-

mation and updates on a range
of plans for both small projects
and big-ticket items such as
the $55,377,791 Garrisonville
Road widening project selected

for approval in
the state’s Smart
Scale program,
which is among
the transpor-
tation funding
programs the
Commonwealth
Transportation
Board will vote
on this summer.

Last week’s local meeting
was headed by Virginia Sec-
retary of Transportation Shep
Miller III, and included updates
from Fredericksburg Virginia
Department of Transportation
head Marcie Parker on local
road work and the two major
projects on Interstate 95.

Miller said the state has a lot
of money for transportation,
but noted that funding is just
the start for projects, which
don’t get done with a “click of
your fingers.”

He added the transportation
projects are expensive and costs
continue to increase. Miller
said they would do all they can
to get the right projects in the
hopper.

Several members of the Staf-
ford County Board of Supervi-
sors and Spotsylvania County’s
head of transportation spoke
during public comment period.

They talked about a variety
of issues, but there seemed to
be consensus that a lane ex-
pansion should be considered
for chokepoint problems on
southbound I-95 between State
Route 3 in Fredericksburg and
the first U.S. 1 exit in Spotsyl-
vania.

That area of the interstate is
the endpoint of the new south-
bound Rappahannock River
crossing lanes, between U.S. 17
in Stafford and State Route 3.
Work continues on the north-
bound crossing project, which
covers the same area of I-95.

Stafford supervisors also
asked the transportation lead-
ers to consider help funding a
study of U.S. 1 running through
the region as a way to possibly
contend with the traffic jams
on the highway and local roads
when things go awry on I-95.

Fredericksburg Area Metro-
politan Planning Organization
Director Ian Ollis agreed with

PETER CIHELKA, THE FREE LANCE-STAR

VIRGINIA RENAISSANCE FAIRE: JOURNEY TO STAFFORDSHIRE IN SPOTSY
“Townsfolk” dance to music provided by minstrels during

the Virginia Renaissance Faire’s opening weekend at Lake Anna
Winery in Spotsylvania County on Sunday. The event, running
weekends through June 11, features 65 cast members portraying
various characters, including Her Majesty’s Court, the Stafford
Militia and the townsfolk. Below left: The lance of Lady Anne

Clifford (left), alias Krissie England, is splintered in a joust with
Sir Henry Lee, alias husband Mike England. The northern Mary-
land couple have been performing jousting matches together for
about 20 years. Below right: Youngsters help lead Her Majesty’s
Court during the Virginia Renaissance Faire, which is celebrating
its 21st season.

I-95 work
hitting the
stretch run
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PARIS — Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy made a sur-
prise visit to Paris for talks Sun-
day night with French President
Emmanuel Macron, extending a
multi-stop European tour that
has elicited fresh pledges of mili-
tary support as his country gears
up for a counteroffensive against
Russian occupation forces.

In a tweet on his arrival, Zel-
enskyy said: “With each visit,
Ukraine’s defense and offensive

capabilities are expanding. The
ties with Europe are getting stron-
ger, and the pressure on Russia is
growing.”

He said he and Macron “will
talk through the most important
points of bilateral relations.” The
French leader’s office said they’ll
discuss Ukraine’s military and hu-
manitarian needs and “the more
long-term perspectives for a re-
turn to peace in Europe,” and that
Macron will “reaffirm France and
Europe’s unwavering support”
for Ukraine in its fight against the

Russian invasion.
France has supplied Ukraine

with an array of weaponry, in-
clude air-defense systems, light
tanks, howitzers and other arms
and equipment and fuel. Macron
and Zelenskyy didn’t speak to
waiting reporters as they greeted
each other at the French presiden-
tial palace.

France dispatched a plane to
pick up Zelenskyy in Germany,
where he met Chancellor Olaf
Scholz earlier Sunday and dis-
cussed his country’s planned

counteroffensive. Zelenskyy said
it will aim to liberate Russian-oc-
cupied areas within Ukraine’s in-
ternationally recognized borders,
and not attack Russian territory.

The Washington Post cited pre-
viously undisclosed documents
from a trove of U.S. intelligence
leaks suggesting that Zelenskyy
has considered trying to capture
areas in Russia proper for pos-
sible use as bargaining chips in
peace negotiations to end the war
launched by Moscow in February
2022. This would put him at odds

with Western governments that
have insisted that weapons they
provide must not be used to attack
targets in Russia.

Asked about the report, Zelen-
skyy said: “We don’t attack Rus-
sian territory, we liberate our own
legitimate territory.”

“We have neither the time nor
the strength (to attack Russia),”
he said, according to an official in-
terpreter. “And we also don’t have
weapons to spare, with which we

Zelenskyy pays surprise visit to Paris for talks with Macron
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As Virginia school divisions
investigate increases in chronic
student absences, data shows
the state’s homeless youth rate
is returning close to pre-pan-
demic levels.

Prior to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Virginia recorded about
10,000 homeless youth in public
schools annually. Those num-
bers dropped by nearly 3,000
students in the 2020-21 school
year. Since then, however, they
have steadily increased, reaching
about 9,000 students, as pan-
demic-era protections and extra
funding for programs like rental
assistance and food assistance
have expired.

School divisions and advo-

cates are now swiftly moving to
address the rise in homeless stu-
dents as relief measures unwind
for students and families.

Barbara Duffield, executive di-
rector for the nonprofit School-
House Connection, an organiza-
tion that combats homelessness,
said actual cases could be even
higher than what school officials
have identified.

“It’s hard to know if a child

is experiencing homelessness,”
said Duffield. “But when children
aren’t even in school or coming
on a regular basis, then that re-
ally requires proactive outreach
to the community — putting
posters up in motels, talking to
the service provider commu-
nity, word of mouth, all of those
things — to let families who ar-
en’t in school know that they can
come to school, and they can get

the help to do that.”
Loudoun County, one of the

most affluent counties in the
country, reported the highest
number of homeless students in
Virginia at the start of the 2022–
23 school year, with 1,240 cases,
according to the Virginia Depart-
ment of Education. That equates
to nearly one in seven homeless
students in Virginia attending
school in Loudoun County.

Dan Adams, a spokesperson
for Loudoun County Public
Schools, did not respond to a re-
quest for an interview. However,
he said that 36% of the division’s
McKinney-Vento students — a
reference to the federal McKin-
ney-Vento Homeless Assistance

Student homelessness numbers near pre-pandemic levels
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Homeless students in the region
According to 2022–23 fall membership data from the Virginia De-
partment of Education, Spotsylvania County has the most homeless
students in the Fredericksburg region. With the count at 301, it
has the eighth highest number of homeless students in the state.
Stafford had 107; Fredericksburg, 68; Culpeper, 53; King George, 31;
Colonial Beach, 26; Caroline, 19; and Louisa, 15.
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