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For Danville Community Col-
lege President Jerry Wallace,
Saturday marked his first grad-
uation as leader of the school.

But he was quick to note there
would be many more to come.

In all, DCC celebrated 476
graduates who earned 736 cre-
dentials at Saturday’s com-
mencement exercises at Averett
University’s North Campus.

“Graduation is a time to cel-
ebrate the many accomplish-
ments of our students who are
becoming graduates,” Wallace
said. “The best part of our jobs as
educators is to see our students
grow, flourish and succeed and
that’s exactly what we did during
our commencement ceremony.”

After Wallace gave his wel-
coming words and congratu-
lated the graduates on their suc-
cess, DCC Advisory Board Chair
Toshia Waller introduced the
keynote speaker, Deputy Secre-
tary of Education for the Com-
monwealth of Virginia McKenzie
Snow.

In her address to the gradu-

ates, she offered five inspira-
tional thoughts as the students
move into the future.

Following the keynote address,
Lillian Portia Thompson Fitzger-
ald was awarded an honorary de-
gree in recognition of her long-

time service to the community as
an educator and her long-time
service to DCC and the DCC Ed-
ucational Foundation as a board
chair and member, according to
a news release.

The awards portion of the
ceremony started with a special
recognition of the Student Gov-
ernment Association, followed
by the presentation of the SGA
Teacher of the Year award pre-
sented to Kevin Poole, instructor
of precision machining.

Angela Coleman earned the
Stephanie L. Ferguson Medallion
of Courage, an award for student
“who has persisted in the face of
exceptional adversity to reach
their graduation day.”

Shannon Hair, vice president
of institutional advancement
and executive director of the
DCC Educational Foundation,
presented graduate scholarships:
 James T. Catlin Jr. Kiwanis

Scholarship: Thaniyah Saunders,
Jamari Torian and Sherri Dickens
 James Bustard Endowed

Scholarship: Sherri Dickens, Jo-
seph Perez and Kelly Campbell

 Barksdale Honors Schol-
arship: Sherri Dickens, Joseph
Perez, Kelly Campbell, Alayna
Vickers, Thaniyah Saunders and
Jamari Torian
 Bobby Stinespring Jr. Me-

morial Scholarship: Joseph Perez
 D. Randolph “Randy” Davis

Memorial Graduation Scholar-
ship: Joseph Perez
 The Phoenix Lodge #62 The

Knights Of The Pythias Business
Graduation Scholarship: Sherri
Dickens.

Cornelius Johnson, vice pres-
ident of academic affairs and
student services, presented the
students as candidates for grad-
uation and their degrees were
conferred.

“I’m incredibly proud and
grateful to be a part of such and
important day for so many,” said
Wallace. “I’m also humbled by
the excellence of our faculty and
staff who worked to create the
orchestra of education, support,
guidance, wisdom, passion and
elbow grease that results in the
increased success of our stu-
dents.”

‘Grow, flourish, succeed’
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Danville Community College President Jerry Wallace awards Lillian Portia Thompson Fitzgerald an honorary degree in recognition of her long-
time service to the community as an educator and her long-time service to DCC and the DCC Educational Foundation as a board chair and
member as Shannon Hair, vice president of institutional advancement and executive director of the DCC Educational Foundation, looks on.
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When Joe Seaman-Graves, the
city planner for the working class
town of Cohoes, New York, Goo-
gled the term “floating solar,” he
didn’t even know it was a thing.

What he did know is that his
tiny town needed an affordable
way to get electricity and had no
extra land. But looking at a map,

one feature stood out.
“We have this 14-acre water

reservoir,” he said.
Seaman-Graves soon found

the reservoir could hold enough
solar panels to power all of the
municipal buildings and street-
lights, saving the city more than
$500,000 a year. He had stum-
bled upon a form of clean energy
that is steeply ramping up.

Floating solar panel systems
are beginning to boom in the
United States after rapid growth
in Asia. They’re attractive not
just for their clean power and
lack of a land footprint, but be-

cause they also conserve water
by preventing evaporation.

A study published in the jour-
nal Nature Sustainability in
March found that thousands of
cities — more than 6,000 in 124
countries — could generate an
amount equal to all their elec-
tricity demand using floating
solar, making it a climate solu-
tion to be taken seriously. In the
process, they could save roughly
enough water each year to fill 40
million Olympic-sized swim-
ming pools.

Floating solar catches on in US
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The sun rises over floating solar panels on May 3 in Selangor, Malaysia.

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Even amid delays, by the time
summer rolls in, Danville chil-
dren should be able to frolic in
the first of two slash pads in the
city.

The first one to open — some-
time in mid or late June — is on
Third Avenue near the fire sta-
tion. That $1.8 million project
broke ground in December and
originally was supposed to be
finished by this month.

Supply chain issues and
weather have caused a few “un-
avoidable delays,” according to
Andrew Hall, project manager
with Danville Parks and Recre-
ation. However, Hall is still op-
timistic about the project.

“This is a very exciting time for
the city of Danville,” Parks and
Recreation Director Bill Sgrinia
said in a statement. “Everywhere
you look, there is a construction
project underway representing
investments in the quality of life
of our community. These splash
pads have been highly requested
by the residents of Danville and
we are all anxiously waiting for
their opening.”

Tabatha Navarra, project man-
ager for Blair Construction, said
in a news release that they look
forward to seeing the finished
project and have grown accus-
tomed to working through delays
in the industry.

“Blair Construction is the
general contractor for this proj-
ect and is committed to com-
pleting it in a timely manner,”
Hall added.

Blair Construction also is the
contract for another splash back
at Doyle Thomas Park. Con-
struction started in March on
the $2.3 million project and was
originally thought to be be fin-
ished by August.

However, a supply issue with a
prefabricated bathroom will de-
lay the completion until Septem-
ber, according to a news releases.

“Blair Construction is excited
to be a part of Danville’s park im-
provements,” she Navarra in the

Delays
put snag
in splash
projects
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Danville Community College celebrates nearly 500 graduates in Saturday ceremony

Shannon Hair, vice president of
institutional advancement and
executive director of the DCC
Educational Foundation, speaks at
Saturday’s graduation.
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A first pad is still
expected to open in
time for summer

Developers are taking
inspiration from Asia
to energize work here
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