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FROM STAFF REPORTS

One teenager was sent to
University of Virginia Medical
Center and another was taken
into custody after a shooting in
Augusta County early Sunday
morning.

Charlottesville 18-year-old
Amvion Andre
Barbour has
been charged
with one count
of felony reck-
less handling of
a firearm, the
Augusta County
Sheriff’s Of-
fice reported on
Sunday.

The unnamed victim was
also 18 years old, police said.

Augusta authorities said that
the two teenagers were sitting
in the same vehicle around
1:45 a.m. in the 2900 block
of Stuarts Draft Highway: the
victim in the front seat and
Barbour in the back.

During the incident, the
victim suffered a single gun-
shot wound to his lower back,
police said, while Barbour also
suffered a gunshot wound to
his hand.

Both were initially taken
to Augusta Health by Stuarts
Draft Rescue Squad and the
Augusta County Fire and Res-
cue, according to the sheriff’s
office. The unnamed victim
was later transported to UVa
Medical Center, while Barbour
was arrested without incident.

Barbour was being held at

Charlottesville
teen charged
after shooting
in Augusta Co.

CAL CARY

Charlottesville Parks & Recreation
opened its so-called spray grounds at
four different parks over the weekend.

“A great Mother’s Day surprise,” Jane

Levy told The Daily Progress while sitting
with her family at Belmont Park.

Spray grounds are structures located
within the park that have water features as
opposed to a swimming pool.

The four parks containing spray grounds
are: Tonsler Park, Forest Hills Park, Green-
leaf Park and Belmont Park. The spray
grounds are free and open to the public
daily from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.

HAWES SPENCER

Over the years, retired edu-
cator Ashby Kindler would read
stories about the Hatton Ferry
with a mix of amusement and
consternation. The frequent
refrain that the man-pow-
ered James River crossing near
Scottsville was America’s last
poled ferry stuck in her craw, so
she finally decided to speak up.

“Over the years, there have
been numerous stories that all
say it’s the last pole-powered
ferry in the country, but it just

isn’t,” Kindler told The Daily
Progress.

Kindler said she’s made dozens
if not hundreds of crossings on
another poled ferry, the one that
crosses the Greeenbrier River at
Camp Alleghany for Girls near
Lewisburg, West Virginia.

“It’s a really integral part of
Camp Alleghany,” said Kindler.
“I started there in 1972 and spent
three years as a camper and eight
years as a counselor.”

The Hatton Ferry began in 1870
with a court order from Buck-

ingham County to give farmers
a way to haul their harvests to the
James River and Kanawha Canal,
whose towpath tracked the north
bank of the James River.

By contrast, the ferry crossing
the Greenbrier River at Camp
Alleghany may be no more 102
years old, and it isn’t focused
on commerce, and it’s called the
Barge, according to the camp’s
director, Elizabeth Shreckhise.

“The Barge is a unique feature

Ferry tale: Error found in Hatton marketing
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America’s other poled ferry, the Barge at Camp Alleghany for Girls near
Lewisburg, West Virginia.

FROM STAFF REPORTS

A Barboursville man has been
charged with rape in Albemarle
County.

County police reported on Satur-
day that 40-year-old Jose Wilfredo
Diaz-Medrano had been taken into
custody.

“On May 11, 2023, members of
ACPD’s Criminal Investigations
Division received a report of a rape
that occurred at an address located
in Albemarle County,” the police de-
partment said in a tweet on Saturday.

Diaz-Medrano was arrested the next
day and charged with rape as well as
abduction, police said.

No other details were released.
According to jail records, Diaz-Me-

drano was still in custody at Albe-
marle-Charlottesville Regional Jail
as of Sunday evening.

The Albemarle County Police De-
partment have identified the case as

an ongoing investigation.
Anyone with any information re-

garding Diaz-Medrano is encour-
aged to contact the county police’s
criminal investigation division
at (434) 296-5807, or the Crime
Stoppers anonymous tip line by
phone at (434) 977-4000 or by
email at crimestoppers@albemarle.
org.

Barboursville man charged with rape

SPLASH ZONES

ALBEMARLE POLICE

Jose Diaz-Medrano taken
into custody on Albemarle
rape charges, police say

Diaz-
Medrano
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Kids and families use the spray ground at Greenleaf Park on Sunday, May 14, 2023. See more photos on Page A8.

SYDNEY SHULER

May is National Stroke Aware-
ness Month in the U.S. And while
hundreds of thousands suffer
strokes every year in the country,
not everyone knows how to spot
the symptoms.

In the first University of Vir-
ginia Health briefing since the

World Health Organization de-
clared COVID-19 is no longer a
national health emergency in the
United States, Dr. Ryan T. Kel-
logg, a UVa Health neurosurgeon
who specializes in stroke care,
reminded the community about
the importance of recognizing
the signs of stroke to save lives.

“BE FAST” is an easy-to-re-
member acronym to help peo-
ple remember the symptoms for
stroke, according to Kellogg.

“B is for balance,” Kellogg said.
“There’s a certain tissue in the
brain that, if it doesn’t get blood
flow to it, the part of the neu-
rologic control of the body that

controls balance begins to be-
come compromised. E is for eyes
or vision, because you can start
to lose vision really quickly. F is
for face … one part of your face
drooping down … that can be a
sign. A is for arm, so arm weak-
ness or numbness is another
common one. S is for speech …

AUGUSTA COUNTY

‘Reckless handling
of a firearm’ sends
one teen to jail and
one to UVa Medical

Barbour

UVA HEALTH

Neurosurgeon has tips for how to spot symptoms of stroke
More than 700K suffer from stroke every year in the US, says CDC

HATTON FERRY

Turns out James River crossing is not the last poled ferry in America
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