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Smart fitness
Henrico County fitness studio powered 
by artificial intelligence  REGION A3

Pappy Thompson Award Finalist
Zoe Arrington, Tennessee High  
Always running toward success  
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COMICS: Find 500 comics, hundreds of daily 
puzzles here.  

AAMER MADHANI 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Joe Biden has an ambitious 
agenda when he sets off this 
week on an eight-day trip to the 
Indo-Pacific.

He’s looking to tighten bonds 
with longtime allies, make his-
tory as the first sitting U.S. 
president to visit the island 
state of Papua New Guinea and 
spotlight his administration’s 
commitment to the Pacific. The 
three-country trip also presents 
the 80-year-old Biden, who re-
cently announced he’s running 
for reelection, with the oppor-
tunity to demonstrate that he 
still has enough in the tank to 
handle the grueling pace of the 
presidency.

But as he prepares to head 
west, Biden finds himself in a 
stalemate with Republican law-
makers over raising America’s 
debt limit. If the matter is not 
resolved in the coming weeks, it 
threatens to spark an economic 
downturn.

A look at what’s at stake in 
Biden’s upcoming trip:

Where is Biden going? 
Biden first heads to Hiro-

shima, Japan, for the Group of 
Seven summit. Japanese Prime 
Minister Fumio Kishida is this 
year’s host for the annual gath-
ering of leaders from seven of 
the world’s biggest econo-
mies. He picked his home-
town of Hiroshima, where the 
U.S. dropped the world’s first 
atomic bomb in 1945.

The bombing destroyed the 
city and killed 140,000 people. 
The United States dropped a 
second bomb three days later on 
Nagasaki, killing 70,000 more. 
Japan surrendered on Aug. 15, 
1945, ending World War II and 
its nearly half-century of aggres-
sion in Asia.

The significance of Hiroshima 
resonates deeply today, given 
that Russia has made veiled 
threats of using tactical nuclear 
weapons in Ukraine, North Korea 
has stepped up ballistic missile 
tests and Iran pushes forward 
with its nuclear weapons pro-
gram.

JOHN LEICESTER  
AND FRANK JORDANS
Associated Press 

PARIS — Ukrainian Pres-
ident Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
made a surprise visit to Paris for 
talks Sunday night with French 
President Emmanuel Macron, 
extending a multi-stop Euro-
pean tour that has elicited fresh 
pledges of military support as his 
country gears up for a counterof-
fensive against Russian occupa-
tion forces.

In a tweet on his arrival, Zel-
enskyy said: “With each visit, 
Ukraine’s defense and offen-
sive capabilities are expanding. 
The ties with Europe are getting 
stronger, and the pressure on 
Russia is growing.”

He said he and Macron “will 
talk through the most important 
points of bilateral relations.” The 
French leader’s office said they’ll 
discuss Ukraine’s military and 
humanitarian needs and “the 
more long-term perspectives 
for a return to peace in Europe,” 
and that Macron will “reaffirm 
France and Europe’s unwavering 
support” for Ukraine in its fight 
against the Russian invasion.

France has supplied Ukraine 
with an array of weaponry, in-
clude air-defense systems, light 
tanks, howitzers and other arms 
and equipment and fuel. Macron 
and Zelenskyy didn’t speak to 
waiting reporters as they greeted 

Ukraine’s Zelenskyy talks with French President Macron

Ambitious 
agenda for 
Biden on Indo-
Pacific trip

DAVID MCGEE 
BRISTOL HERALD COURIER 

BRISTOL, Va. — The city School 
Board and City Council will hold a 
called joint meeting tonight to try 
and iron out a $500,000 reduction 
in school funding.

The two boards are to meet 
tonight at 6 p.m., at the School 
Board office to discuss “school 
appropriations,” according to a 

notice issued on Friday.
Last Tuesday the City Council 

voted 4-1 on first reading to ap-
prove a city spending plan that 
provided an additional $500,000 
to the school system, rather than 
the $1 million the school budget 
was based on.

Members of the School Board 
and Superintendent Keith Per-
rigan said last week they learned 

of the change the day before the 
vote and expressed concern over 
the city’s decision. They also re-
quested a joint meeting.

The draft city budget included 
an $8.54 million allocation to the 
school system for its budget, a $1 
million increase compared to the 
current year.

On Tuesday the council ap-
proved an $8.04 million allocation 

as part of its operating budget.
The change was one of two ma-

jor budget shifts by the council to 
reduce the impact of a substantial 
monthly trash rate collection fee. 
The council voted to increase the 
fee from $33 per month to $60 per 
month but that was less than the 
originally proposed $72 per month.

To make up that difference 
the city took $500,000 from the 

schools and transferred $422,320 
less in the capital equipment bud-
get, dropping it from $960,600 to 
just over $538,200.

Combined with a previous 
$384,000 transfer, that all gen-
erated a $1.37 million transfer to 
the solid waste budget to reduce 
the trash fee.

Council, School Board to meet over funding

THOMAS SAMSON, POOL VIA AP 

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy is welcomed by French Prime 
minister Elisabeth Borne upon his arrival Sunday at Villacoublay Air 
Base, southwest of Paris.

CLOCKWISE: Pup Maggie Kiser plays 
fetch outside of the Southwest Virginia 

Higher Education Center during the 
warm spring morning.

Pup Maggie Kiser leaps up for the 
ball as she plays fetch outside of the 
Southwest Virginia Higher Education 

Center during the warm spring 
morning.

Pup Maggie Kiser prances down the 
lawn at the Southwest Virginia Higher 

Education Center during the warm 
spring morning.
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QUITE A FETCHING PUP

Please see BUDGET, Page A5

Please see BIDEN, Page A5Please see UKRAINE, Page A5

Buy 1 Interment Space  Get 1 Free*
 Choose spaces in any garden
 Immediate Savings
 Offers inflation protection on future prices.

*Minimum purchase required to receive free space. See office for
complete details. Customer must pay the State required Perpetual
Care on the free space – cemetery is gifting the base price of the
free space in the purchase. Excludes cremation niches.

Preplanning – A celebration of Life.

Informed consumers
make wise buying
decisions. Forest Hills
has the answers to your
preplanning questions.

Peace of mind starts today

FOREST HILLS
MEMORY GARDENS

Abingdon,VA

(276) 623-2717


