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Initial results from Turkey’s 
presidential election yesterday 
showed Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
ahead of opposition leader  
Kemal Kilicdaroglu.

Mr Erdogan led with about 
60 per cent of votes counted 
compared with Mr Kilicdaro-
glu’s 35 per cent, state broad-
caster TRT reported.

Those tallies were reported 
after less than half of the total 
votes were counted.

Under Turkish law, a candi-
date must secure more than 
50 per cent of ballots to avoid a 
second round of voting, which 
would be held on May 28.

But Mr Kilicdaroglu wrote on 
Twitter later that “we are lead-
ing”, while the mayors of Is-
tanbul and Ankara said he was 
on track for victory. HalkTV, 

which has ties to the People’s 
Republican Party (CHP) led 
by Mr Kilicdaroglu, initially 
reported that Mr Erdogan was 
ahead in the polls, before say-
ing the CHP leader was lead-
ing by about 1 per cent.

CHP officials said the party 
expected to a record voter turn-
out of 90 per cent in Istanbul.

Polling stations in the Tak-
sim and Besiktas areas of the 
city were packed in the late 
morning and afternoon.

“We expect record turnout in 
Istanbul. There is information 
that this is the case all over 
Turkey,” said Canan Kaftan-
cioglu, the CHP’s president in 
the city of 16 million.

 Mr Erdogan held three ral-
lies in Istanbul on Saturday in 
a final attempt to convince the 
public to vote for him.

Speaking to supporters at 
the Hagia Sofia mosque, Mr 

Erdogan said: “We will emerge 
stronger from the ballot box.”

As polling drew to a close yes-
terday, police erected security 
barriers in Taksim Square in 
central Istanbul, which has 
historically been the site of 
large political protests.

Mr Kilicdaroglu was earli-
er predicted to narrowly beat 
Mr Erdogan in a single round 
in the presidential election, 
which was accompanied by 
parliamentary votes.

That would bring to an end 
more than 20 years of lead-
ership from Mr Erdogan  
and his Justice and Develop-
ment Party (AKP).

The CHP saw a positive pic-
ture emerging even as TRT 
showed Mr Erdogan leading, 
said Faik Oztrak, a spokesman 
for Mr Kilicdaroglu.

More than 191,000 ballot 
boxes were sent out across 

Turkey for 61 million eligible 
voters, state media reported. 

Additional polls were set 
up for tens of thousands who 
were displaced by February’s 
deadly earthquake and could 
return home to cast their vote.

More than 64 million people, 
including 3.4 million overseas 
voters, were eligible to vote in 
the election, AP reported. 

Voters were also to elect dep-
uties to the country’s 600-seat 
parliament, where the AKP has 
held sway.

Turnout is traditionally 
strong in Turkey, with more 
than 81 per cent of voters tak-
ing part in the 2018 elections.

Millions of first-time voters 
were expected to take to the 
polls, while more than three 
million votes were cast from 
among the diaspora.

Early count shows Erdogan ahead but rival 
claims advantage as millions vote in Turkey
HOLLY JOHNSTON
Istanbul

A green energy initiative in 
the UAE has used household 
rubbish and industrial waste 
to generate enough power for 
2,000 homes in its first year.

The Sharjah Waste to Energy 
plant, the first in the region, 
offset 150,000 tonnes of carbon 
emissions, state news agency 
Wam reported yesterday.

The plant processed more 

than 100,000 tonnes of waste – 
equal to the amount produced 
by 180,000 people – and turned 
it into clean energy.

About 250 tonnes of metal 
was recovered since the plant 
began operations last year.

It is the first initiative under 
Emirates Waste to Energy, a 
joint venture between Beeah 
Group and Masdar.

About 60 per cent of green-
house gas emissions in the 

UAE comes from waste de-
composing in landfills, Beeah  
said yesterday.

The project has helped Shar-
jah to achieve waste diversion 
rate of 90 per cent – a record in 
its efforts to become the first 
zero-waste city in the region.

“The Sharjah Waste to Energy 
plant is an example of success-
ful collaboration towards the 
UAE’s sustainability agenda,” 
said Khaled Al Huraimel, group 

chief executive of Beeah. “In 
partnership with Masdar, we 
have pioneered a waste-to-en-
ergy innovation that adds to 
the national clean energy mix, 
while also accelerating towards 
our zero-waste to landfill tar-
gets in Sharjah.”

The plant is to expand its op-
erations to produce 30 mega-
watts of power a year.

It could process 300,000 
tonnes of waste a year that 

would otherwise be sent to 
landfill. The plant will displace 
about 450,000 tonnes of carbon 
dioxide a year, Wam reported.

Mohamed Al Ramahi, chief 
executive of Masdar, welcomed 
the progress of the plant.

“Achieving the landmark of 
100,000 tonnes of waste pro-
cessed within the first year of 
operation is a fantastic mile-
stone on our journey towards 
pioneering worldwide efforts 

towards decarbonisation,” 
Mr Al Ramahi said.

The UAE’s broader Net Zero 
2050 Strategic Initiative in-
volves investing Dh600 billion 
($163 billion) in clean and re-
newable energy sources in the 
next three decades.

UAE green energy plant uses 100,000 tonnes of waste to power 2,000 homes in first year
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Thousands of people took shel-
ter in monasteries and schools 
yesterday as Cyclone Mocha 
struck the coasts of Myanmar 
and Bangladesh.

At least three were killed as 
the storm made landfall with 
winds of up to 209kph.

It tore the roofs from build-
ings and brought heavy rain to 
a region that is home to about 
1.2 million Rohingya refugees.

Mocha hit the coast between 
Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh, and 
Sittwe in Myanmar, the Bangla-
desh Meteorological Depart-
ment said.

More than 4,000 of Sittwe’s 
300,000 population fled to oth-
er cities before the storm hit.

Thousands left on Saturday 
in lorries, cars and tuk-tuks af-
ter meteorologists warned of a 
storm surge of up to 3.5 metres.

More than 20,000 have stayed 
behind and yesterday sought 
shelter in monasteries, pago-
das and schools, said Tin Nyein 
Oo, a volunteer in the city.

“There are too many people 
in the shelters and not enough 
toilets,” he told AP.

Junta authorities in Myan-
mar’s western state of Rakhine 

published images of what they 
said were fallen trees blocking 
a road near Sittwe.

Heavy rain and strong winds 
were reported yesterday in the 
country’s commercial centre  
of Yangon.

The Myanmar Red Cross Soci-
ety said it was “preparing for a 
major emergency response” to 
the storm.

There were also fears for the 
Rohingya in Cox’s Bazar, where 
refugee camps largely consist 
of flimsy shelters.

Mocha is the most powerful 
storm to hit Bangladesh since 
Cyclone Sidr in 2007, Azizur 
Rahman, director of the coun-
try’s Meteorological Depart-
ment, told AFP.

Sidr killed more than 3,000 
people and caused billions of 
dollars in damage.

“My house is shaking as 
though it will fall any time,” 
said Mohammed Ali, 31, a res-
ident of the Nayapara refugee 
camp in Cox’s Bazar.

“They are so flimsy as it is 
made of bamboo and will col-
lapse any time.

“My children are scared but 
we have nowhere to go.”

FEARS FOR 
REFUGEES 
AS MOCHA 
MAKES 
LANDFALL

 ▶ Deadly cyclone hits Myanmar and 
Bangladesh as thousands flee homes
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Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan passes a crowd of his supporters yesterday after casting his ballot in Istanbul Reuters
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