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ABUDHABI

Public joint stock com-
panies and private
firms in the UAE will

be able to register for cor-
porate tax starting today,
the Federal Tax Authority
(FTA) said yesterday. They
will be able to register via
the EmaraTax digital tax
services platform.
Inviting all taxable per-

sons that are PJSCs and
private companies resident
in the UAE, the FTA noted
that the move will not cover
free zone persons, forwhom
corporate tax registration
will be made available at a
later stage.
This is in line with Fed-

eral Decree-Law No. 47 of
2022 on the Taxation of Cor-
porations and Businesses
(Corporate Tax Law), which
stipulates that taxable per-
sons will become subject to
corporate tax from the be-
ginning of their first finan-
cial year that starts on or
after June 1, 2023.
For the time being, the

corporate tax registration
process will be available
to individual legal entities
only.

UAE corporate
tax: Firms
can register
from today
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Turkey elections: Erdogan
leads in preliminary results
IFNOCANDIDATEGETSOVER50%VOTE,WINNERTOBEDECIDED INMAY28RUN-OFF
ANKARA

E arly returns from Tur-
key’s national election
yesterday had Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip
Erdogan with a solid

lead after some 47 per cent of
ballot boxes were counted, the
Turkish state-run news agency
said, while the longtime lead-
er’s main challenger disputed
the numbers that showed him
trailing.
Erdogan, who has governed

Nato member Turkey as either
prime minister or president for
two decades, had 52.2 of the
vote from the partial count,
compared to 41.9 per cent gar-
nered by opposition leader Ke-
mal Kilicdaroglu, the Anadolu
Agency reported.

Poll issues
In the run-up to the election,

opinion surveys had indicated
the Erdogan narrowly trailed
his challenger.
The race, which largely cen-

tered on domestic issues such
as the economy, civil rights
and a February earthquake that
killed more than 50,000 peo-
ple, had appeared to be shaping
up as the toughest re-election
bid of the Turkish leader’s 20-
year rule.
With the partial results

showing otherwise, members
of Kilicdaroglu’s center-left,
pro-secular Republican Peo-

ple’s Party, or CHP, disputed
Anadolu’s numbers.
“We are ahead,” tweeted Kil-

icdaroglu, 74, who ran as the
candidate of a six-party oppo-
sition alliance.
The election could grant Er-

dogan, 69, another five-year
term or see him unseated by
Kilicdaroglu. Erdogan has

turned the Nato member and
Europe’s second largest coun-
try into a global player, mod-
ernised it through megapro-
jects such as new bridges,
hospitals and airports, and built
a military industry sought by
foreign states.
If no candidate receives more

than 50 per cent of the vote, the

winner will be determined in a
May 28 run-off.
Voters also elected lawmak-

ers to fill Turkey’s 600-seat
parliament. The opposition has
promised to return Turkey’s
governance system to a parlia-
mentary democracy.
More than 64 million people,

including 3.4 million overseas
voters, were eligible to vote.
This year marks 100 years since
Turkey’s establishment as a
republic — a modern, secular
state born on the ashes of the
Ottoman Empire.

—Agencies

Reuters

■ Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan casts his ballot at a polling station in Istanbul yesterday.

For the first time in his 20 years in office, opinion
polls indicated that Erdogan, 69, is entering a
race trailing behind his rival Kemal Kilicdaroglu
of the Republican People’s Party.
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