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High-speed Bears
Baylor track wins Big 12 gold in 
4x400 relay with 3:00.73 time, B1

Baylor softball
Bears to face Ole Miss in 1st 
round of NCAA tournament, B1

GIOVANNA DELL’ORTO 
Associated Press 

EL PASO — When Luis López 
was lost in Panama’s Darien 
Gap last year with his wife, then 
seven months pregnant, their 
two young children and her 
grandmother, he often knelt in 
the mud to beg God not to aban-
don them.

“If I was bad, let me die here, 
but I came with my family,” the 
Venezuelan asylum seeker, 34, 
recalled on Friday of his prayers. 
Now in El Paso, the family has 
found shelter with the Catholic 
diocese.

But “la selva” — as many 
migrants call that particularly 
deadly stretch of their jour-
ney from South America to the 
United States — struck again two 
weeks ago. López’s sister called 
him in tears: She, too, had to fl ee 
and was now stuck in the jungle 
with their 68-year-old mother, 
who was badly injured from a fall 
trying to escape armed men.

Rescued by Panama’s border 
police, the two women are now 
en route to Texas. They don’t 
know how they will cross into the 
U.S., though, as new restrictions 
on asylum went into e� ect last 
Thursday after pandemic-era 
immigration rules known as Title 
42 were lifted.

While the Biden administra-
tion has touted the new policy 
as a way to stabilize the border 
region and discourage illegal 
migration, thousands of people 
continue migrating to fl ee pov-
erty, violence and political per-
secution in their countries.

“The border and what hap-
pens at the border is not the 
cause of the problem associated 
with immigration, it’s a symp-
tom of a system broken in many 
ways,” said El Paso Bishop Mark 
Seitz, who has assisted the López 
family since they arrived at the 
shelter on diocesan grounds last 
September.

Even when they were down to 
one last pouch of oatmeal mixed 
with river water in the jungle, 
López knew he couldn’t return 
to Venezuela, where he had re-
ceived death threats after he quit 
working for government o�  cials.

“They were telling me, ‘Death 
to the traitors,’” he recalled of 
the phone calls and visits from 
armed men that began last 
spring.

CHRISTOPHER DE LOS SANTOS
cdelossantos@wacotrib.com 

A Texas veteran in the middle 
of a 1,000-mile horseback trail 
ride around the state hopes to 
reach Elm Mott this week and 
continue on toward Waco and 
then to Austin.

Jeremy Robinson, who served 
in the Texas Army National 
Guard from 2003 through 2009 
and deployed to Iraq and Af-
ghanistan during those year with 
units of the 36th Infantry Divi-
sion, began his journey in East 
Texas with his horse, Trooper, 
on Veterans Day. Robinson’s goal 
is to ride 1,000 miles through 
the state, ending at the Capitol 
in Austin, to raise awareness of 
homelessness among his fellow 
veterans and raise donations 
to establish a working veterans 
ranch for his fl edgling nonprofi t.

“I want to have a self-sustain-
ing ranch for veterans, where 
they can grow crops and raise 
animals and learn vocational 
skills,” Robinson said. “We’ll 
have equine therapy horses. The 
ranch will invite successful vet-
eran entrepreneurs to mentor 
other veterans.” 

Robinson’s veterans service or-
ganization is a nonprofi t called RP-
1, Texas, short for Rally Point One.

Robinson and his wife, Kim-
berly Zotz, also said many home-
less veterans may also need men-
tal health and medical treatment.

“We’ll help them get to their 
appointments,” Zotz said of 
treatments for the veterans on 
the ranch she and Robinson want 
to build one day. 

Robinson and his horse 

Trooper ride about 10 to 12 miles 
at a time. Zotz drives a follow and 
support pickup truck packed 
with water, food, hay and pen 
for Trooper.

The couple generally plot their 
stops at the end of each day’s ride 
to coincide with American Le-
gion or Veterans of Foreign Wars 
posts, Zotz said. They set up a 

pen for Trooper in the parking lot 
and set up camp for themselves 
inside the post overnight. 

Beginning on Veterans Day, 
Robinson and Zotz covered the 
fi rst 500 miles to Maypearl before 
taking a break for cold weather 
and holidays from Christmas 

Riding for homeless veterans
ROD AYDELOTTE PHOTOS, TRIBUNE-HERALD 

Veteran Jeremy Robinson works out with his horse, Trooper, in West this past week. He plans to head toward Waco in the coming days on his 
1,000-mile ride around the state to bring awareness to veterans issues.

Migrant 
family 
tells of 
trek to US

AAMER MADHANI 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Pres-
ident Joe Biden has an am-
bitious agenda when he sets 
o�  this week on an eight-
day trip to the Indo-Pacifi c. 

He’s looking to tighten 
bonds with longtime allies, 
make history as the fi rst sit-
ting U.S. president to visit 
the island state of Papua 
New Guinea and spotlight 
his administration’s com-
mitment to the Pacifi c. The 
three-country trip also 
presents the 80-year-old 
Biden, who recently an-
nounced he’s running for 
reelection, with the oppor-
tunity to demonstrate that 

he still has enough in the 
tank to handle the grueling 
pace of the presidency.

But as he prepares to head 
west, Biden fi nds himself in 
a stalemate with Republi-
can lawmakers over raising 
America’s debt limit. If the 
matter is not resolved in the 
coming weeks, it threat-
ens to spark an economic 
downturn.

A look at what’s at stake 
in Biden’s upcoming trip:

Where is Biden going? 
Biden fi rst heads to Hiro-

shima, Japan, for the Group 
of Seven summit. Japanese 
Prime Minister Fumio 
Kishida is this year’s host 

for the annual gathering of 
leaders from seven of the 
world’s biggest economies. 
He picked his hometown of 
Hiroshima, where the U.S. 
dropped the world’s fi rst 
atomic bomb in 1945.

The bombing destroyed 
the city and killed 140,000 
people. The United States 
dropped a second bomb 
three days later on Naga-
saki, killing 70,000 more. 
Japan surrendered on Aug. 
15, 1945, ending World War 
II and its nearly half-cen-
tury of aggression in Asia.

The signifi cance of Hi-
roshima resonates deeply 
today, given that Russia has 
made veiled threats of using 

tactical nuclear weapons in 
Ukraine, North Korea has 
stepped up ballistic mis-
sile tests and Iran pushes 
forward with its nuclear 
weapons program.

Biden will then make a 
brief and historic stopover 
in Papua New Guinea. Biden 
has sought to improve re-
lations with Pacifi c Island 
nations amid growing U.S. 
concern about China’s 
growing military and eco-
nomic infl uence in the re-
gion.

Finally, Biden travels to 
Australia for a summit with 
his fellow Quad leaders: 

Ambitious agenda for Biden on Indo-Pacific trip

EVAN VUCCI, ASSOCIATED PRESS 

From left, Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese, U.S. 
President Joe Biden and Indian Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi are greeted by Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida, 
right, during their arrival to the Quad leaders summit May 
24, 2022, at Kantei Palace in Tokyo. 

People still flee 
poverty, violence

Man tackling 1,000 
miles on horseback 
to raise awareness

Jeremy Robinson is riding 1,000 miles on horseback through Texas to raise awareness of veterans issues. He 
made a recent stop at the West Fair and Rodeo Association grounds and is heading toward Waco this week.
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