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TECOS SEND
RODRIGUEZ
TO SALTILLO
The Tecolotes Dos Laredos sent
longtime catcher Arturo Rodri-
guez to the Saraperos de Saltillo.
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JOB FAIR HELPS
BOLSTER
TRADE PORT
Workforce Solutions for South
Texas hosted in April one of its
largest job fairs ever.
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Laredo City Council will
vote Monday night on a mea-
sure that the National Border
Patrol Council Local 2455 has
urged the City to support, as
they believe it will facilitate
the work done by Border Pa-
trol agents.

The Border Patrol union is
urging City Council to support
the USBP Laredo Sector’s on-
going roads project ahead of
their meeting. However, prior
to that discussion it seems
Council is divided on how to
respond as various officials,
including themayor, state they
support the Border Patrol’s
full efforts while they under-
stand the environmental con-
cerns related to the issue.

“On behalf of the rank and
filemen andwomen of theU.S.
Border Patrol Laredo Sector,
we are urging that the Laredo
City Council support our com-
munity’s first responders and
allow for the construction of
an all-weather road along the
Rio Grande,” Local 2455 Presi-
dent Hector Garza said. “This

project comes at no cost to lo-
cal taxpayers and the city yet
would allow all first respond-
ers in our community to rap-
idly and safely respond to in-
cidents along the river – from
drownings to brush fires to
medical emergencies, as well
as responding to any criminal
activity.”

The mayor and other coun-
cilmembers have already re-
sponded to the request by the
local Border Patrol union.

“As the No. 1 port of entry in
the United States, our pros-
perity in international trade
goes hand-in-hand with bor-
der security,” said Laredo
Mayor Dr. Victor Trevino. “So
our federal partnerships — es-
pecially with Customs and
Border Patrol — are vital to
maintaining that designation
and that of one of the safest cit-
ies in the country. With that
being said, we do take into
consideration some of the en-
vironmental concerns being
raised.”

Councilmembers said that
coming up with the best deci-
sion in terms of this project is
something they want to con-

sider fully, as it does not only
involve providing the national
agency more ground to do
theirwork but alsomeans pro-
viding city property and envi-
ronmental habitats for the
construction of inroads.

“I think it’s really important
we get the decision right on the
BP Road Project,” District VI
Councilmember Tyler King
said. “We have to protect our
river, our only source of drink-
ingwater, andwemust protect
our city’s property and any fu-
ture use for it. There is no
piece of land more sensitive or
precious that we own as a city
and community. But on top of
all of this, it is also critical we
work with our federal part-
ners at CBP to ensure we have
a secure border with our
neighbor, Mexico.”

King said that what Border
Patrol is asking for is a licens-
ing agreement and not a lease
or a purchase of land to en-
hance and maintain roads
along the Rio Grande to assist
in lateral movement for their
agents and our first respond-
ers.
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Pictured is the all-weather road located near the riverbanks on Laredo College Main property.
The local Border Patrol union is lobbying for its Road Project Initiative while others debate
environmental concerns ahead of a vote by City Council on Monday, May 15, 2023.

City toweigh environmental
concernswith Border
Patrol Road Project

By Jorge A. Vela
LAREDO MORNING TIMES

Project continues on A3

Laredo’s Sen. Judith Zaffirini
set another major mark during
her legislative career this week.

The Texas state senator cast

the 70,000th consecutive vote
during her career onWednesday
— a streak dating back to 1987.

The timing for the milestone
was fitting as the day was also
the Mexican celebration of
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Texas State Sen. Judith Zaffitini receives a personalized gavel
from Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick, commemorating her 70,000th
consecutive vote in the Texas Senate. She is the second-highest
ranking member and the highest ranking female and Hispanic
member of the Texas Senate.

Zaffirini records
70,000th
straight vote
Texas senator fromLaredo has
notmissed a vote since 1987
By Jorge A. Vela
LAREDO MORNING TIMES

Votes continues on A3

The Laredo Rotary Club
turned103 lastweekandcelebrat-
ed with a meeting that brought
together the different Rotary
clubs around Laredo while fea-
turing Rep. Henry Cuellar as a
guest speaker Monday at Palen-

que Grill.
Marilu Gorecki, president of

the Laredo Rotary Club, said it
was important for the club to in-
vite Cuellar as a way for him to
get to know the members of the
different clubs and thework they
do.

The Laredo Rotary
Club celebrates its
103rd anniversary
Rep. Cuellar, other Rotary clubs
locally on hand for historic event
By Malena Charur
LAREDO MORNING TIMES

Rotary continues on A3


