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The University of Texas at El Paso
celebrated its largest graduating class in
its history during four in-person com-
mencement ceremonies this past week-
end at the Don Haskins Center. 

More than 3,140 spring and summer
graduation candidates took part, UTEP
offi�cials said in a news release, adding
that the previous record was set by the
university last spring.

The ceremonies recognized bache-
lor’s, master’s and doctoral graduates
and candidates from each college. The
university also lit the “M” on the moun-
tain and the “Mining Minds” pickax
sculpture at the Sun Bowl Drive-Univer-
sity Avenue roundabout through Sun-
day evening to commemorate the event. 

In Downtown, One San Jacinto Plaza,
formerly the Chase Building, and the
WestStar Tower also were lit in UTEP
colors through Sunday to honor the
graduates. 

See more photos at elpasotimes.com.

The University of Texas at El Paso celebrates over 3,140 spring and summer graduates at the four in-person 2023 spring
commencement ceremonies at the Don Haskins Center at UTEP. PHOTOS BY GABY VELASQUEZ/ EL PASO TIMES
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El Paso’s Flo Networks greatly ex-
panded its international fi�ber-optic net-
work with its recent $252.5 million ac-
quisition of Boston-based American
Tower’s Mexico fi�ber business.

This is the largest of three acquisi-
tions since 2020 for Flo Networks,

which in 2022 changed its name from
Transtelco.

The three acquisitions are transfor-
mational for the company because it
brings a dramatic change in its size and
appearance, and allows the company to
continue growing, Miguel Fernandez,
Flo Networks’ co-founder and chief ex-
ecutive offi�cer, said in an email.

The growth allows it to continue pro-
viding high-paying tech jobs in this re-
gion, Fernandez said.

It employs about 500 people, includ-
ing 150 in Juárez, and 50 in El Paso. It
had 19 job openings, including seven in 

El Paso Flo Networks expands in Mexico 
Fiber-optic business
employs 500 on 
both sides of border
Vic Kolenc
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AUSTIN — The bill that would raise
the age to legally purchase a military-
style rifl�e from 18 to 21 that was fi�led in
response to the 2022 massacre in
Uvalde appeared headed toward the
dustbin on Monday even as family
members of 21 victims desperately
went from lawmaker's door to law-
maker's door in an eff�ort to at least give
the measure a vote in committee.

The families' cause received a grim
boost just two days earlier in the Dallas
suburb of Allen when yet another
heavily armed gunman sprayed deadly
fi�re from what's been described as an
AR-15-style weapon. But Gov. Greg Ab-
bott and most of the Republican legis-
lative leaders had made clear the legis-
lation, House Bill 2744, was doomed
from the moment it was fi�led — per-
haps even before it was fi�led.

Even as the Uvalde families carried
emotional signs through the Capitol
corridors with the names and photos
of the fourth-graders who were
gunned down, the chairman of the
House Select Committee on Commu-
nity Safety, Republican Ryan Guillen
of Rio Grande City, told reporters the
bill would not be heard by his panel.
And because time was running out in
the 2023 legislative session, that
meant the measure had zero chances
of advancing even a little bit.

But behind the scenes, plans were
being hatched that would essentially
force Guillen and the House Republi-
can leadership team to change their
minds. Democratic state Reps. Trey
Martinez Fischer of San Antonio and
John Bryant of Dallas would separate-
ly seek to use an arcane provision in
the House rules that would have the
eff�ect of taking the raise-the-age bill
out of Guillen's committee and assign-
ing it to what's called the Committee of
the Whole.

The Committee of the Whole, as its
name suggests, is made up of the en-
tire House. But soon after Bryant made
the motion that would have convened 
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Uvalde
families’
savvy fl�oor
tactic forced
gun bill vote

A Flo Networks’ worker loads fi�ber-optic cable onto a truck at the El Paso
company’s Juárez warehouse in fall 2022. PROVIDED BY FLO NETWORKS


