
QEAJAB-11266s
❚ Proud supporter of Fort
Campbell and our troops
❚ Tennessee's oldest
newspaper, established 1808

Volume 135 | No. 114
Subscribe 877-424-0154
©2023 $2.50

MONDAY, MAY 15, 2023 | THELEAFCHRONICLE.COM | CLARKSVILLE, TENN. PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

Get the latest news, sports and more

See today’s top headlines, local breaking news, area scores, things
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D O U B L E  B O N U S  D A Y S !

*With approved credit. Offer cannot be combined and 
not good on previous purchases.

Save On 
Replacement 

Windows  
and Doors!

PLUS 12 MONTHS SAME AS CASH*

SAVE UP TO

$1,500
FREE ESTIMATES!

931-291-9425

24/7 Service

4.9
9,311 reviews

★★★★★Air Conditioning, Plumbing, Electrical...

Spring Is Here! Air Conditioning 
Plumbing | Electrical

Call: 

865.297.5448

Have a Lee Company cooling technician perform 
a detailed inspection and tune-up on your 

home’s most important mechanical system. A 
detailed service report with visual findings and 

recommendations will be provided at the end of 
our service visit.

*Price valid for one tune-up visit on one system only. Additional 
systems will be charged at $79/unit. Cannot be combined with 

other offers or discounts. Residential service only. Limit one 
deal per household. Offer expires 05/31/23.

Slow and clogged drains are a 
nuisance. When left unattended, 
clogged drains can cause costly 
damage to your home. Use this 
special offer to have one drain 

cleaned and professionally treated by 
our expert plumbers.

*Only one deal per household. Cannot 
be combined with additional offers or 

discounts. Dispatch fee included in price. 
Offer expires 05/31/23.

When was the last time you cleaned your ducts?
Can’t remember? Then it’s time for a professional 

duct cleaning! Ducts trap dust, debris, pet 
hair, and more. Enjoy fresher air, less dust, and 

increased HVAC efficiency.

*Residential customers only. Cannot be combined with other 
offers or discounts. Must be presented at the time of sale. 

Offer expires 05/31/23.

10% OFF your next 
duct cleaning* $59 for your next air 

conditioning tune-up* $149 drain cleaning  
No hidden fees*

T
he 12-year-old Guatemalan girl kept

telling her parents she had a

headache or a stomach ache, any-

thing to get out of going to Brentwood

Middle School −� because she hated it.

Able to speak only a few words of English when she
came to the U.S. in 2000, Edith Orozco sat by herself in
the school cafeteria at lunchtime. Nobody else at the
school spoke Spanish, no students, no teachers, no staff�
members. Nadie.

“I didn’t like the feeling,” Orozco said, tearing up, “of
being lonely.”

Turns out her mother also was having a tough time
adjusting to her new life in America.

Climbing the ladder
against the odds

How a mother inspired her daughter
TOP: A 1999 picture of
Claudia de Mejia and her
family in their rural
village in Guatemala.
From left, Edith, then 11,
de Mejia, her husband,
Marco, their youngest,
Luis, then 3 months old,
and their oldest, also
named Marco, then 13.
PROVIDED BY CLAUDIA DE MEJIA 

Inside 
Nashville
Brad Schmitt

Nashville Tennessean

USA TODAY NETWORK See SCHMITT, Page 8A

WASHINGTON – One outcome is clear as Wash-
ington reaches for a budget deal in the debt ceiling
standoff�: The ambitious COVID-19 era of government
spending to cope with the pandemic and rebuild is
giving way to a new focus on tailored investments
and stemming defi�cits.

President Joe Biden has said recouping unspent
coronavirus money is “on the table” in budget talks
with Congress. While the White House has threat-
ened to veto House Speaker Kevin McCarthy’s debt
ceiling bill with its “devastating cuts” to federal pro-
grams, the administration has signaled a willingness
to consider other budget caps.

Getting a
new focus
on defi�cit
Expert: ‘Appetite’ for big
spending ‘diminished’
Lisa Mascaro
ASSOCIATED PRESS

See DEFICIT, Page 7A

Here’s the latest news from Austin Peay State Uni-
versity.

Student researcher digs into
cemetery environmental impact

Patrick Richardson, a health and human perfor-
mance major with a concentration in public health,
has always been fascinated with the environment’s
role in community wellness, and in spring 2023 he
gained fi�rsthand experience identifying contami-
nants through a student research grant. 

Richardson spent the last semester of his junior
year working with professors from three depart-
ments to survey and collect soil samples from Clarks-
ville’s Riverview Cemetery. From there, the materials
were sent to an environmental lab to test for formal-
dehyde leakage and heavy metals.

Richardson hopes his research project will add to
the larger pool of knowledge on cemetery waste, and
he said the support he received from across the uni-
versity made it possible.

See APSU, Page 9A

APSU MONDAYS

Cemetery waste
studied, banking
program launched
COURTESY OF APSU


