
MONDAY
05.15.23

WJBIGI-37106z
Volume 136 | No. 101
Subscribe 877-424-0203
©2023 $1.25

Get the latest news, sports and more

See today’s top headlines, local breaking
news, area scores, things to do and subscriber
exclusives at dnj.com.

Subscriber-only eNewspaper

Use your computer or app to access your paper online.
Subscribers also get access to USA TODAY’s eNewspaper,
plus updated news and sports Extra sections.

Estes: One rookie
could change Titans
SPORTS, 1B

Food festivals to check out

NEWS, 5A

TN
-G

C
I0
97

83
15

-0
1

Jennings & Ayers 
Funeral Home 
& Cremation

jenningsandayers.com

Large backlogs
in TBI system

The Tennessee Bureau
of Investigation is working
to clear a backlog of
230,000 court case dis-
positions that have not
yet been linked to crimi-
nal records in the state’s
background check system,
which is used for prospec-

tive gun
buyers, of-
fi�cials said.

The gap means
some individuals
could potentially
have a criminal
conviction that

would disqualify them from buying a
gun, but the case may not show up in a
background check. 

TBI spokesperson Josh DeVine said
the agency is working with a vendor
named Screen ID to clear a backlog list
stretching to 2011. While a case disposi-
tion might not be connected to a per-
son’s arrest record due to the backlog,
DeVine said a person with a disqualify-
ing charge, such as a felony or a misde-
meanor domestic violence charge,
would likely be fl�agged at the point of
arrest and would be prevented from
buying a gun.

“The arrest appears on the criminal
history for the majority of individuals,”
DeVine wrote in an email. “The arrest
prompts the initial denial.”

Still, experts like Alex McCourt at
the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School
of Public Health, say it’s critical for
state and federal databases to have
complete information to prevent peo-
ple from slipping through the cracks.
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Some people with 
a conviction 
could be missed
during state’s gun 
background check
Kelly Puente
Nashville Tennessean
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Tennessee
gun laws
How they differ
from other
states. 3A
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A study released
in 2017 from
Northeastern
University and
Harvard
University found
that one in fi�ve
gun owners
bought their
fi�rearm without a
background check.

The estate of Tennessee football
icon Johnny Majors is being auc-
tioned, and you won’t believe what’s
available for fans and collectors to pur-
chase.

Trophies, plaques, autographed
photos and other sports memorabilia
from his legendary college football ca-
reer are open for online bids, which
started at $10 an item in most cases.
But those prices are sure to rise.

It's an online-only auction through
Furrow Auction Co. To bid on items
and get more information, go to Fur-
row.com. The auction is open for bids
through June 7. Potential buyers can
inspect items of the estate on June 2 (9
a.m.-4 p.m.) at 4207 Beechwood Dr.,
Knoxville, TN 37920.

The collection isn’t just from Ma-
jors' time as a Hall of Fame player and
coach at Tennessee. There are historic
and personal items from his stints
coaching at Mississippi State, Iowa
State, Pittsburgh and more.

Majors, 85, died in 2020. He was a
high school football star at Huntland
and then the 1956 Heisman Trophy
runner-up for the Vols. He retired in
1996 as a legendary coach at two
schools, Tennessee and Pitt. His estate
is a treasure trove for those who cher-
ished his kind-hearted southern drawl
and championship resume.

There are 164 items available for on-
line bids. It’s a staggering mixture of
items you’d normally fi�nd in an estate
sale along with eye-popping sports
memorabilia.

Dozens of antique furniture pieces
and grandfather clocks are listed next
to Majors’ Sugar Bowl Hall of Fame tro-
phy and an autographed photo of Ma-
jors and actor Burt Reynolds.

Johnny Majors
estate is on
sale – you 
can bid on
memorabilia
Adam Sparks
Knoxville News Sentinel
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Here's the latest news from Middle
Tennessee State University.

Program creates teacher pipeline
to high-needs school districts

The State Collaborative on Reform-
ing Education, or SCORE, has joined
forces for an innovative program to
recruit prospective teachers from
school districts within high-needs, rural
areas of the state, train them at the Col-
lege of Education and return them to
teach in their local communities.

An agreement was signed on May 8
to help launch the Tennessee Teach
Back Initiative, with SCORE initially
committing to over $90,000 the fi�rst
year, with subsequent awards upon
successful outcomes over a three-year
period. This funding will support the
new recruitment and engagement spe-
cialist who will manage recruitment and
retention with the initiative and assist

with establishing partnerships with
school districts across the state.

Under the initiative, participating
school districts would agree to fund any
last-dollar scholarships — remaining
costs after all other scholarships and
grants — for their students’ education to
earn initial teaching licensure. In ex-
change, those students will return to
their local districts to teach for at least
the same amount of time they spent
earning their initial teaching licensure.

University President Sidney A.
McPhee praised the partnership during
remarks at the signing ceremony hosted
in the gymnasium at Homer Pittard
Campus School, a K-5 teaching labora-
tory school located on the western edge
of the campus.

SCORE is a Tennessee education and
research nonprofi�t that works to ensure
public education in the state continues
to deliver academic progress for stu-
dents from kindergarten through 

MTSU MONDAYS

Teacher recruitment program launched, student-veterans earn degrees

Middle Tennessee State University President Sidney A. McPhee, left, shakes
hands with David Mansouri, president and CEO of the State Collaborative on
Reforming Education, or SCORE, after signing an agreement to the new
Tennessee Teach Back Initiative — an effort to create a teacher pipeline to
high-needs school districts — at a ceremony held Monday, May 8, at Homer
Pittard Campus School in Murfreesboro, Tenn. Pictured behind them are MTSU
alumnus and Murfreesboro City Schools Director Trey Duke, back left, and
Neporcha Cone, incoming dean of the MTSU College of Education.
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