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I
t’s obvious that Sen. Mike Rounds, R-SD, wants to talk about ar-

tifi�cial intelligence. The second-term U.S. Senator met Friday

with the Argus Leader, and when asked about AI, his eyes bright-

ened and he leaned forward in his seat. Rounds currently is the

chairman of the Senate Armed Services Subcommittee on Cybersecur-

ity and on May 3, the committee held a hearing on the use of AI in

cybersecurity and cyberspace. He’s met with the founder of OpenAI,

Sam Altman, who launched ChatGPT, an AI chatbot that can respond

to questions and create articles, social media posts, essays and more,

in November.

News reports have found ChatGPT
had invented a sexual harassment scan-
dal and falsely claimed a politician in
Australia had served time in prison for a
bribery charge.

Rounds said that while AI is already
being used, people have to be aware of
its limitations and fact-check the infor-

mation being produced by the machine
they’re using.

Below, in exclusive Q&A, Rounds
spoke about his takes on AI, its ethics
and what’s being done in Congress now
to address artifi�cial intelligence.

Editor’s note: The Argus Leader used
Otter.ai, an artifi�cial intelligence tran-

scription service to record and tran-
scribe this interview in real time. Otte-
r.ai isn’t perfect and responses have
been further edited for clarity and con-
ciseness.

Question: What’s the most fasci-
nating thing you’ve found so far
about AI? What should everyday
folks know about it?

Rounds: It’s real. It’s in our everyday
lives right now. It has been subtle in
the past. It’s going to be more on the
forefront. The algorithms that go with
the creation of artifi�cial intelligence
are numerous. It’s not one size only
and works as a secret. 

There’s lots of diff�erent algorithms
that create the ability for a machine to
learn. You need really high computing
capability. You need supercomputers
and lots of them. The next thing you
need are the algorithms themselves
that allow and give direction for how 

AI could be ‘powerful’
for health care in US

Sen. Mike Rounds is the chairman of the Senate Armed Services Subcommittee on Cybersecurity. MARIAM ZUHAIB/AP
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Winter kills had a larger-than-aver-
age impact on the state’s fi�sh popula-
tions in 2022-23, the state’s fi�sheries
program manager told the South Da-
kota Game, Fish and Parks Commis-
sion last week.

“It was, unfortunately, really prime
conditions for winter kill across South
Dakota,” said Jake Davis. “All regions
experienced some winter kill to some
level on some of their systems.”

During winter, a lack of dissolved
oxygen in bodies of water can lead to a
“winter kill.”

The conditions that cause a winter
kill begin to form when lakes and rivers
freeze over. The ice and snow cover
prevents the exchange of oxygen 

State
trying to
revive fi�sh
numbers

More than 1,800 Sioux Falls high
school seniors will walk the stage to
the tune of "Pomp and Circumstance"
and receive their high school diplomas
next weekend.

A total of 1,877 students from Sioux
Falls make up the Class of 2023,
whether they attend Sioux Falls’ public
high schools — Jeff�erson, Lincoln,
Roosevelt or Washington — or Bishop
O’Gorman High School, Sioux Falls
Christian or Sioux Falls Lutheran.

Seniors will toss their caps in a cer-
emonial fashion and celebrate their
accomplishments with their families,
peers and teachers.

U.S. Geological Survey and scientists
in South Dakota and neighboring states
plan to conduct a low-fl�ying study in
four states to map the regions crucial
underground minerals, hazards and —
magma bodies?

USGS announced the low-level air-
borne project on Wednesday. According
to a release from the agency, researchers
will collect geological data from an air-
plane fl�ying over parts of northwest

Iowa, northeast Nebraska, southwest
Minnesota and southeast South Dako-
ta, weather permitting, starting in mid-

May. The project will cover more than
105,000 square miles of land and is ex-
pected to be completed in about four to
six months.

The collected data will be used to
generate 3D models of the four-state
region in order to map where mineral
and energy resources may exist.
Among various minerals used in met-
als and alloys, the survey will look for
cobalt and lithium, which are used in
batteries.

The survey also plans to map out 

Magma pockets and rare minerals in SD? 

See STUDY, Page 4A
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Aircraft are outfi�tted with equipment
to study minerals underground. 
PROVIDED BY THE U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
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More than
1,800 students
to make up
Class of 2023
Morgan Matzen
Sioux Falls Argus Leader

USA TODAY NETWORK

605-413-1019
605-413-1019

FINANCING 
AVAILABLE 

WITH APPROVED 
CREDITwww.WhySafeStep.com

With purchase of a 
new Safe Step Walk-In 

Shower.  
Not applicable with any 

previous walk-in Shower 
purchase. No cash value. 
Must present offer at time 

of purchase.

$750 OFF
Call today and receive 

exclusive savings of up to

Enjoy the ease ofEnjoy the ease ofEnjoy the ease of

Showering 
Safely

Call Toll-Free

Call Now Toll-Free

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Upgrade your bathroom, upgrade your life. With a new walk-in shower, you 
can make sure your bathroom ages as gracefully as you do. This shower was 
designed by experts, with you in mind, focusing on safety and convenience when 
it matters most. Discover how a walk-in shower can help reduce the risk of 

Introducing  the

ALL NEW
Walk-In

Shower!

Safely
So you can stay in 
the home you love!

CSLB 983603 F13000002885 13HV08744300

for more information and ask about our Senior Discounts

falling, giving you the freedom to enjoy 
your bathroom again.
 Commercial Grade Non-Slip Floor
  Optional Barrier Free Wheelchair 

Accessible
 Luxurious 8” Rainfall Shower Head

 Professionally Installed in 1 day
 Easy-to-reach Shower Wand
 Fold Down Safety Seat
 Ergo L Shaped Grab Bar
 Lifetime Warranty

Severe winter kill
decimated populations

Joshua Haiar
South Dakota Searchlight

Opportunistic anglers brought bowls,
buckets and baskets to carry the
surplus of weakened fi�sh caught in a
fi�sh kill this winter in South Dakota.
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