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More news, fresher news

COLUMBIA, S.C.
The South Carolina legislative

session isn’t over just yet.
Gov. Henry McMaster on

Friday officially called state
lawmakers back to work, start-
ing Tuesday, for a special ses-
sion — the first time a governor
has called legislators back to the
State House in two decades.
“The General Assembly did

not close the revolving door for

criminals. It remains wide
open,” McMaster said in a state-
ment Friday. “They have not
passed bond reform, and they
have not enhanced the criminal
penalties for illegal gun posses-
sion. In addition, the General
Assembly must complete the

state budget, and they must pass
legislation that stops our state
from becoming a destination for
abortions.”
McMaster also Friday ap-

pointed Brian Gaines, who
heads the executive budget
office within the state Depart-

ment of Administration, as
South Carolina’s new comptroll-
er general — or at least until
lawmakers elect a replacement
for Richard Eckstrom.
Gaines now becomes the first

Black constitutional officer in
South Carolina since Recon-
struction.
State lawmakers wrapped up

the regular session Thursday but
without a sine die agreement,
leaving the state budget, pos-
sible new abortion restrictions,
new penalties for illegal gun

SC lawmakers called back to pass
abortion ban, bond changes
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embrace a new future.
Restoration work has official-

ly been completed on the W.B.
Smith Whaley House at 1527
Gervais St. in Columbia. The
structure, initially built in 1892
and 1893, had several uses in its

A home with 130 years of
history on a main thoroughfare
in Columbia is now ready to

more than a century of exist-
ence, including a decades-long
stretch as Dunbar Funeral
Home.
On Wednesday, developers,

elected officials, historic preser-
vationists, members of the

business community and others
gathered for a grand opening of
the renovated home, which is
finding new life as a multi-use
facility directly across the street
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Restorations are complete on the historic Whaley House at 1527 Gervais St. in Columbia. The house, which formerly was a funeral home site,
is now a coffee shop and apartments.

Former Columbia funeral home
finds new life as coffee shop
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Legislation dissolving the
state Department of Health and
Environmental Control is head-
ed to Gov. Henry McMaster’s
desk.
The House on Thursday unan-

imously passed a bill previously
approved by the Senate that
dissolves the agency and creates
separate departments for health
and environment. Unlike
DHEC, whose governing board
members are approved by the
legislature, the two new agen-
cies would fall under the gover-
nor’s control.
McMaster told reporters Fri-

day he favors splitting up
DHEC, but he has yet to see the
final version of the bill.
DHEC is “too big. It’s 3,500

employees covering everything
from licensing restaurants to
fish to pollution,” McMaster
said of the agency formed in the
1970s. “It needs to be an envi-
ronmental agency and a health
agency. I think it would work
better, separated.”
The department has come

under scrutiny for being bureau-
cratic, unwieldy and slow to act,
The State reported previously.
In 2011, reporting by the news-
paper revealed that the depart-
ment knew about low quality
and lead-tainted drinking water
in a poor Columbia-area com-
munity for 20 years before re-
solving the issue. Recently, in
the early months of the pan-
demic, DHEC came under fire
for not publicizing information
about outbreak hot spots.
The new environmental agen-

cy would be named the Depart-
ment of Environmental Serv-
ices, which would have divisions
to monitor air quality, water,
land and waste management,
water usage, regional and lab-
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