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Editor’s note: The Island Pack-
et agreed to grant anonymity to
the victim’s family in this story
because the victim may be still at
risk from the perpetrators.
The eight-month and nearly

$500,000 gut-wrenching or-
deal began with a single down-
load.
Shirley, a 74-year-old Hilton

Head retiree living near Colig-
ny Beach, mistakenly thought
an email — purportedly from
the online payment system
PayPal — was legitimate. When
she opened it, the fraudulent

message warned the woman’s
account had been hacked, and
offered a “customer support”
software solution to fix the
issue.
But neither the email nor the

software came from PayPal.
The file was designed and de-
livered by thieves to bleed all
the cash they could from her

accounts.
The “customer support”

download was actually a re-
mote desktop protocol, which
allows outside users to connect
to and operate a computer
remotely. Once downloaded,
the program gave entry to an

Hilton Head woman sues over
loss of $500K in banking scam
BY EVANMCKENNA
emckenna@islandpacket.com

SEE BANKING SCAM, 4A

cats recovering from medical
issues.
While the serene sanctuary is

a cat-lover’s delight, some of its
human neighbors say the cats
have been a source of friction,
leaving feces at doorsteps,
spooking residents in the stair-
wells, and screeching loudly
through the night.
Residents and leadership at

The Spa came before the Hilton
Head Town Council on May 2,
asking officials to relocate the
sanctuary elsewhere on the
island. Others at the same
meeting urged the town to

Residents of The Spa condo
complex on Beach City Road
have lived alongside a cat sanc-
tuary since 2016. Now some are
asking the town for relief due to
feces left on doorsteps and
nocturnal yowling from the 80
feline residents.
The sanctuary sits on a 1.2

acre parcel that was purchased
in 2011 by Claudia Kennedy,
the first woman to become a
3-star general in the U.S. Army,

who continues to own the land.
The sanctuary is operated by
the nonprofit organization All
About Cats, which Kennedy
founded.
Today, the sanctuary is sur-

rounded by a high wooden
fence and remains largely un-
developed. A row of wooden
feeding huts that double as
severe weather shelters for the
sanctuary’s furry regulars line
the center of the plot. Other
features include thick oak trees
draped in Spanish moss to pro-
vide abundant shade and a row
of isolation pens, reserved for

leave the sanctuary where it is.
“I’m aware of the benefits of

having cats on the property
because of mice and snakes,”
Terri Coco, a resident at The
Spa, told The Island Packet.
“None of us hate cats, but the
number of cats is a nuisance.
We have tennis courts behind
us, and the cats come onto the
tennis courts. We hear them
squalling and screeching and
whatever else they’re doing at
night, because we sleep with
our windows open.”

DREW MARTIN dmartin@islandpacket.com

A cat on Tuesday walks along a fence that separates the cat sanctuary with The Spa on Port Royal Sound, located along Beach City Road on
Hilton Head Island. The community has informed residents that feeding the feral cats will result in a $100 fine.

Hilton Head residents ask
officials to address ‘cat issues’
BY BLAKE DOUGLAS
bdouglas@islandpacket.com

SEE CAT ISSUES, 4A

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis
told Iowa Republicans Saturday
that “the time for excuses is
over” and said his party can’t
look backward if it wants to
defeat President Joe Biden in
2024.
Speaking at a picnic in rural

northwestern Iowa, the as-yet-
undeclared candidate for presi-
dent again avoided mentioning
former President Donald Trump
by name. But it was clear that
DeSantis was drawing a direct
contrast with the leadership
style of his party’s de facto lead-
er, who canceled his own sched-
uled rally in Des Moines be-
cause of bad weather.
“At the end of the day, gov-

erning is not about entertaining.
Governing is not about building a
brand or talking on social media
and virtue signaling. It’s ultimate-
ly about winning and about pro-
ducing results,” DeSantis said.
“There’s no substitute for victory.
We must reject the culture of
losing that has infected our party
in recent years.”
Trump had been scheduled

Saturday to hold one of his signa-
ture rallies at an outdoor venue in
Des Moines that can accommo-
date as many as 25,000 people.
He canceled four hours before
the event because of tornado
warnings in Iowa, saying he
would reschedule soon.
DeSantis’ veiled responses to

Trump highlight a challenge to
his campaign: He wants to ap-
peal to Trump voters who might
consider a younger and less
contentious candidate without
alienating Trump’s loyal sup-
porters. He’s been holding pri-
vate dinners in recent weeks to
persuade donors he’s a drama-
free alternative to Trump.
The challenge for DeSantis so

far is that he’s been unwilling to
respond to Trump’s increasingly
personal attacks – and risks
becoming defined or bulldozed
by the former president before
the race begins in earnest.
“The problem with Ron De-

Sanctimonious is that he needs a
personality transplant, and
those are not yet available,”
Trump said, mocking DeSantis’
political skills in a video on his
Truth Social platform Friday.

DeSantis goes
to Iowa;
tornado
warning
cancels
Trump event
BY GREGORY KORTE
Bloomberg News
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COLUMBIA, S.C.
South Carolina judges have

signed off on sentence reduc-
tions for more than two-dozen
inmates since January of last
year, including three men con-
victed of murder, according to
data compiled by the South
Carolina Department of Correc-
tions.
The information, provided to

the governor’s office earlier this
week and shared Thursday with
The State Media Co., was com-
piled in response to the recent
early release Circuit Court
Judge Casey Manning granted
convicted murderer Jeriod Price.
Price, also referred to as Je-

roid Price, was quietly released
in mid-March after serving 19
years of a 35-year murder sen-
tence. His release followed a
secret meeting between his
defense attorney, state Rep.
Todd Rutherford, D-Richland,

and 5th Circuit Solicitor Byron
Gipson, that the South Carolina
Supreme Court later voided.
The high court ordered that

Price be returned to prison, but
he has not complied with the
order and is considered a
fugitive whose whereabouts are
unknown. The South Carolina
Law Enforcement Division and
Richland County Sheriff’s Office
this week offered a $30,000
reward for information that

At least 27 SC prisoners have had
sentences reduced since last year
BY ZAK KOESKE
zkoeske@thestate.com

JOSHUA BOUCHER jboucher@thestate.com

In this 2022 file photo, Judge Casey Manning hears arguments during
a hearing in regards to sending a lawsuit over the state’s six-week
abortion ban to the Supreme Court.SEE PRISONERS, 6A
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