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Josephine M. AntonelliCity fire chief, mayor have
strong words for motorists
who drive over fire hoses
and supply lines. A5

A troubling trend
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CANNES FILM FESTIVAL

Latest ‘Indiana Jones’
movie among headliners. A3

Luzerne County primary election

Today is last day for 3
of 4 ballot drop boxes. A2
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BY DENISE ALLABAUGH
AND JEFF HOVATH
STAFF WRITERS

Caithness Energy’s Moxie
FreedomGenerating Station
inSalemTwp. and theLacka-
wanna Energy Center power
plant in Jessup are among
the state’s 12 worst climate
polluters in terms of green-
house gas emissions, a state-
wide nonprofit’s new study

found.
“Pennsylvania’sDirtyDoz-

en,” a study released by Pen-
nEnvironment Research &
Policy Center, ranks the 12
largest greenhouse gas emit-
ters, which in 2021 collective-

ly released nearly 46 million
metric tons of greenhouse
gases. That’s equivalent to
18% of the state’s total green-
house gas emissions in 2020.

“The old adage ‘cheaper by
the dozen’ doesn’t apply to

Pennsylvania’s 12 largest
global warming polluters,”
said Faran Savitz, zero waste
advocate with PennEnviron-
ment. “The Dirty Dozen’s cli-
mate-changing emissions are
costly to Pennsylvanians and
our planet.”

Invenergy’s Lackawanna
EnergyCenter ranked fourth
on the list while Moxie Free-
dom’s facility in Luzerne
County ranked 12th.Bothare
gas-fired power plants.

TheCaithnessMoxie Free-
dom Generating Station had
emissions of nearly 2.6

millionmetric tons of carbon
dioxide equivalent, which
Savitz said is ameasurement

of gases that negatively

‘Dirty dozen’ named
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Caithness Energy’s Moxie Freedom Generating Station
in Salem Twp. is ranked 12th on a list of Pennsylvania’s
worst climate polluters in terms of greenhouse gas
emissions.ThestudywaspublishedbyPennEnvironment
Research & Policy Center.

Study ranks area power plants among
state’s 12 worst climate polluters

ONLINE: To see the PennEnvironment Research
& Policy Center Pennsylvania Dirty Dozen Study,
read the story on standardspeaker.com.

BY JIM LOCKWOOD
STAFF WRITER

HARMONYTWP.— In the
woods of Susquehanna
County, Dana Rockwell
chops, saws and hammers
away at building a cabin
where he hopes to eventually
live “off the grid.”

The 50-year-old outdoors
enthusiast from Susquehan-
na Depot last year bought in
nearby Harmony Twp. 5
acres of land tucked between
an active rail line and a dirt
road overlooking Cascade
Creek, a tributary of the
SusquehannaRiver.

A borough councilman in
Susquehanna Depot who
grew up along the river,
Rockwell for a few years had
his eye on the secluded prop-
erty about 1,500 feet from the
New York border. His great-

grandparents lived on neigh-
boring land over a century
ago and he always felt a con-
nection there.

Rockwell, a father of four
who works as a registered

nurse, and his family mem-
bers and friends started
building the rustic, two-story
cabin last summer— from
scratch.

They sawmilled the lum-

ber from trees felled on the
property and other logs he
acquired. They crafted the
timber beams, floorboards,
joists, studs, wall planks and
shakes of the cabin, to be

built on a stone foundation
that dates to at least 1872. The
wood includes oak, spruce,
white pine, red oak, cherry
andmaple.

“I’d say 95% of themateri-
al in this entire house we
made ourselves from logs,”
Rockwell said. “It’s quite a
project to make all this lum-
ber. I’ve built a lot of stuff but
I’ve never cut my own lum-
ber (before). It gives you an
appreciation for just how
much work goes into all the
lumber.”

Though unfinished, the
building looks more like a
small house.

“It’s going to be a recre-
ational cabin, but eventually
I want to live up here full-
time,” he said.

BY DAVID KLEPPER
AND ALI SWENSON
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Com-
puter engineers and tech-
inclined political scientists
have warned for years that
cheap, powerful artificial
intelligence tools would soon
allow anyone to create fake
images, video and audio that
was realistic enough to fool
voters and perhaps sway an
election.

The synthetic images that
emerged were often crude,
unconvincing and costly to
produce, especially when
other kinds of misinforma-
tion were so inexpensive and
easy to spread on social
media. The threat posed by
AI and so-called deepfakes
always seemed a year or two
away.

Nomore.
Sophisticated generative

AI tools can now create
cloned human voices and
hyper-realistic images, vid-
eos and audio in seconds, at
minimal cost.When strapped
to powerful social media
algorithms, this fake and dig-
itally created content can
spread far and fast and target
highly specific audiences,
potentially taking campaign
dirty tricks to a new low.

US-MEXICO BORDER

ELECTION 2024

BY ELLIOT SPAGAT
ASSOCIATED PRESS

TIJUANA, Mexico — Pan-
demic-era limits on asylum
known as Title 42 have been
rarely discussed among
many of tens of thousands of
migrantsmassedonMexico’s
borderwith theUnitedStates.

Their eyes were— and are
— fixed instead on a newU.S.
government mobile app that
grants 1,000 people daily an
appointment to cross the bor-
der and seek asylum while
living in the U.S. With
demand far outstripping
available slots, the app has

been an exercise in frustra-
tion formany—and a test of
the Biden administration’s
strategy of coupling new
legal paths to entry with
severe consequences for
thosewhodon’t.

“You start to give up hope
but it’s the only way,” Teresa

Muñoz, 48, who abandoned
her home in the Mexican
state of Michoacan after a
gang killed her husband and
beat her. She has been trying
for a month to gain entry
through the app, called

Crossings down from last week’s highs;
authorities pin hopes for order on app
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Venezuelan migrants rest inside their tents on the bank
of the Rio Grande in Matamoros, Mexico, on Sunday. As
the U.S. ended its pandemic-era immigration restric-
tions, migrants are adapting to new asylum rules and
legal pathways meant to discourage illegal crossings.

Experts
say AI
presents
political
peril
Sophisticated tools
could be used
to mislead voters.
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Dana Rockwell shows a railing made out of
trees from his property at his cabin on Cascade
Valley Road in Harmony Twp. on April 20.

‘Off‘Off
the grid’the grid’
Outdoor enthusiast buildsOutdoor enthusiast builds
cabin on secluded propertycabin on secluded property

Coalcracker Bushcraft teaches outdoors skills
BY JIM LOCKWOOD
STAFF WRITER

Dan Wowak knows a
th ing o r
two about
living off
the grid.

Way, way
off the grid.

As a con-
testant in
2016 in the

History channel television
series “Alone,” the out-

doorsman from Mahanoy
City, Schuylkill County,
fended for himself in Pata-
gonia, the wilderness area
shared by Argentina and
Chile at the southernmost
tip of SouthAmerica.

Wowak had been an out-
door enthusiast since boy-
hood, nurtured by hunting,
hiking and fishing with his
grandfather. As he grew
older, the woods surround-
ing Mahanoy City always

beckoned. He also took to
physical challenges, includ-
ing obstacle course mud
runs and 24-hour endur-
ance races in the moun-
tains. He began taking sur-
vival classes and for a time
was an instructor at a wil-
derness living school in
Ohio.

The “Alone” show had 10
individuals placed in the

WOWAK
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