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The home rule discussion in Lancaster 
city has mostly focused on taxes as Mayor 
Danene Sorace stresses the importance of 
taxation fl exibility in solving the city’s fi nan-
cial problems, but city government could 
look di� erent under home rule, too.

If voters approve a home rule study com-
mission during the May 16 primary, com-
mission members will review Lancaster’s 
system of government and decide whether 
something needs to change.

The city could alter its government in sev-
eral ways with home rule. Typically, changes 
are centered around what role the mayor 
plays in a municipality, and the number of 
members on the city’s seven-member coun-
cil also could grow to nine or shrink to fi ve.

It is possible Lancaster city government 
will change under home rule, though un-

Home 
rule for 
more 
than tax
If study commission passes, 
city could change its structure
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When it comes to reducing pollution in 
the Chesapeake Bay, throwing more money 
at the problem may not be enough.

A new independent study suggests better 
tactics are needed in order to improve the 

health of the bay and its estuaries.
For the past four years, the Scientifi c 

and Technical Advisory Committee, an 
independent entity that provides scien-
tifi c advice to the regional Chesapeake Bay 
Program partnership, has reviewed and re-
searched why meeting water quality goals 
has taken longer than anticipated.

The report, released May 9, says some im-
provement has been made in the 40 years 
since the original Chesapeake Bay Agree-

ment was signed. But it says recent prog-
ress to reduce pollutants have been lagging.

In 1983, the governors of Maryland, 
Pennsylvania and Virginia, the mayor of 
Washington and the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency administrator signed 
the fi rst joint commitment to addressing 
the historical decline of the bay’s health. 
Over the years, that mission has evolved 
and expanded, but the reduction of nitro-

Study: Bay needs a new approach
Current e� orts to staunch 
farm runo�  are ‘insu�  cient’
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MAKE-A-WISH

Denied
Celtics send Sixers packing 

in Game 7, advance to 
conference fi nals vs. Heat

n Sports, Page A15

Lancaster’s system of government is what state 
o�  cials call “strong mayor,” where the mayor, 
Danene Sorace, is elected and serves indepen-
dently from City Council. It is a full-time posi-
tion with no direct control of council decisions.
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At top, spectators watch 
the Mother’s Day Truck 
Convoy go by along Auction 
Road in Penn Township on 
Sunday. Above, kids take in 
the convoy from the top of a 
van roof along the Rheems/
Elizabethtown exit on-ramp 
in Penn Township. At left, 
top fundraiser Michael Kindt 
leads the convoy. For more 
photos, see Page A4 and go 
to LancasterOnline.com.

Thousands take part in the fun of 34th Mother’s Day Truck Convoy
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Thousands of people par-
ticipated in the 34th Make-
A-Wish Mother’s Day Truck 
Convoy on Sunday outside 
Manheim.

At 9 a.m., food trucks sell-
ing cheesesteaks, smoked 
meats, funnel cakes and 
shaved ice lined the Man-
heim auto auction’s lots. In-
side, attendees indulged in 
activities such as mini golf, 
coin toss, balloon animals 
and face paint.

The festivities overlooked 
the hundreds of tractor-
trailers, tow trucks, fi re-
trucks and ambulances pre-
paring to lead the convoy 
over 26 miles around Man-
heim and Mount Joy. As 1:30 
p.m. got closer, the music 
blasting from the auto auc-
tion’s speakers was drowned 
out by the roar of engines 
and honking of horns.

Jonathon Werley, 19, of 
Berks County, isn’t a strang-
er to the Mother’s Day Truck 
Convoy. His family ranked 
30th among the best fund-

raisers this year at the event, 
with $2,675 raised.

When Werley was 12 years 
old, he heard about Make-A-
Wish through a sports You-
Tube channel called “Dude 
Perfect.”

“It was just great to see 
how they interacted with 
somebody who wasn’t dealt 
the best hand in life,” Werley 
said from his family’s truck. 
“Once we found Make-A-
Wish, it seemed like we were 
home.”

Until this year, Werley 
raised steers for the Berks 
County 4-H Dairy Beef 
Club, donating 10% of his 
proceeds of the sales of his 
steers to Make-A-Wish. 
Werley, who goes to col-
lege in Connecticut, and his 
parents fundraised on their 
own this year.

“I just got back from school 
a week ago today, so I was 
able to come out to the con-
voy,” Werley said. “Whether 
I was up in college or not, it 
wouldn’t hinder how much 
we would fundraise. It’s a 
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WASHINGTON — Computer engineers 
and tech-inclined political scientists have 
warned for years that cheap, powerful artifi -
cial intelligence tools would soon allow any-
one to create fake images, video and audio 
that was realistic enough to fool voters and 
perhaps sway an election.

The synthetic images that emerged were 
often crude, unconvincing and costly to pro-
duce, especially when other kinds of misin-
formation were so inexpensive and easy to 
spread on social media. The threat posed by 
AI and so-called deepfakes always seemed a 
year or two away. 

AI could 
mislead 
voters
Cheap, powerful new tools can 
create fake images and videos
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Check out the special 
bonus section today 
featuring ways to keep 
your brain occupied.
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LIVING
After a pandemic pause, 
lavish Indian weddings 
grow again with guest 
lists in the thousands.
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WORLD
A weekend reprieve in 
border crossings fails to 
encourage authorities 
braced for thousands daily. 

n Page A7
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