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Curious about nature? Take your
knowledge to the next level as a Penn-
sylvania Master Naturalist.

Naturalists are adults interested in

deepening their knowledge of and con-
nection to the natural world and the lo-
cal conservation community through
natural science education and volun-
teer service. Training for the fall pro-
gram will be held at six locations across
Pennsylvania: Armstrong, Centre/
North Huntingdon, southern Chester,
Delaware, Lehigh and Westmoreland
counties.

“By participating in the training, they
are educated volunteers who can lend
more solid volunteerism to local com-
munity groups who might need that as-
sistance,” said Melissa Reckner, Pen-

guin Court program manager in West-
moreland County and a Pennsylvania
Master Naturalist, a statewide non-
profi�t that works with local conserva-
tion partners to coordinate training
programs. 

Some of the work that master natu-
ralists could do include water sam-
pling, planting a riparian buff�er along a
stream, helping with a watershed pro-
tection eff�ort or providing educational
programs.

Once accepted, trainees will attend 

Take your knowledge of
nature to the next level 

Melissa Reckner, Penguin Court program manager in Westmoreland County and a PA Master Naturalist, encourages other
outdoor enthusiasts to become a PA Master Naturalist. Registration for classes across the state are underway.
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Training to be a
naturalist set to
begin in the fall
Brian Whipkey
Pennsylvania Outdoors Columnist
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WASHINGTON – One outcome is
clear as Washington reaches for a bud-
get deal in the debt ceiling standoff�:
The ambitious COVID-19 era of gov-
ernment spending to cope with the
pandemic and rebuild is giving way to
a new focus on tailored investments
and stemming defi�cits.

President Joe Biden has said re-
couping unspent coronavirus money
is “on the table” in budget talks with
Congress. While the White House has
threatened to veto House Speaker Kev-
in McCarthy’s debt ceiling bill with its
“devastating cuts” to federal pro-
grams, the administration has sig-
naled a willingness to consider other
budget caps.

The end result is a turnaround from
just a few years ago, when Congress
passed and then-president Donald
Trump signed the historic $2.2 trillion
CARES Act at the start of the public
health crisis in 2020. It’s a dramatic
realignment even as Biden’s biparti-
san infrastructure law and Infl�ation
Reduction Act are now investing bil-
lions of dollars into paving streets,
shoring up the federal safety net and
restructuring the U.S. economy.

“The appetite to throw a lot more
money at major problems right now is
signifi�cantly diminished, given what
we’ve seen over the past several
years,” said Shai Akabas, director of
economic policy at the Bipartisan Pol-
icy Center, a nonpartisan organization
in Washington.

The Treasury Department has
warned it will begin running out of
money to pay the nation’s bills as soon
as June 1, though an estimate Friday
by the nonpartisan Congressional 

Debt
talks put
new focus
on defi�cit
Expert: ‘Appetite’ for big
spending ‘diminished’

Lisa Mascaro
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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SPRINGFIELD, Mass. – “At the end of
the world, everyone says there will only
be Twinkies and cockroaches left,” says
Courtney Kahler, “and I’ve added self-
storage to that. It’s an indestructible in-
dustry.” 

It’s the second day of the annual
trade show of the Northeast Self Storage
Association, taking place in the carpet-
ed ballrooms at the MGM Casino, one
fl�oor above the gaming tables. 

Kahler, the executive director of the
325-member organization, sits at the
registration table greeting morning at-
tendees, many of them self-storage en-
trepreneurs who know they hold a win-
ning business hand. 

Their ace in the hole, the one certain-
ty fueling a proliferation of self-storage
facilities across the country? 

“People do not want to get rid of their
stuff�,” says Kahler. “It’s a phenomenon.” 

About 51,200 storage facilities are
now operating in the United States.
That’s more than twice the number of
Subway sandwich shops, says industry
tracker StorageCafe.com. Enough new
facilities were approved just last year to
cover all 843 acres of New York’s Central
Park. 

StorageCafe.com says 1 in 5 Ameri-
cans are now using a self-storage unit
(the most common item stored is furni-
ture), though other industry trackers
say the fi�gure is more like 1 in 10 Amer-
icans. Still, that’s a lot of storage. 

The industry’s expansion has met
some resistance in recent years. Com-
munities from Milford, Connecticut, to
Vancouver, Washington, have placed 

Self-storage industry booming
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Facilities fi�nd more
space to stuff� stuff� 
Tom Mooney
Providence Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK

“Everyone is trying to jump on the storage bandwagon,” said Katherine Lescault,
general manager of 401 Storage in Warwick, R.I.
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Movie about Yogi Berra
captures heart and humor
SPORTS, 1B


