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Buffalo victims remembered 
A year later, crowds gather to pay respects to 10 people 
killed in a racist mass shooting at a supermarket.   A6

SPORTS

Timbers down Whitecaps 
Portland was aggressive from the outset on the attack in 
its comprehensive 3-1 win at home over Vancouver.   B1

Lori Tobias    For The Oregonian/OregonLive

On a February day on the Sea of Okhotsk, Veronica Lun-
dell walked along the deck of Japanese icebreaker Garinko 
II, shooting photos as the ship broke through the frozen 
sea below. 

Then, a stranger approached with word that the captain 
wanted to see her. Lundell didn’t know the captain, but 
puzzled, she made her way to the wheelhouse

As it turned out, Captain Shigeru Yamai recognized 
Lundell as the founder of Oregon’s Nye Beach Banner Proj-
ect. He’d painted his own banner the first year artists from 
Mombetsu, Japan, were invited to take part in the project 
that features banners painted by local and sister city art-
ists. 

The banners hang from lamp posts in Newport’s Nye 
Beach neighborhood through the summer, then are auc-
tioned off in the fall as a fundraiser for arts education.

“I had the distinct feeling of meeting a good friend 
for the first time,” Lundell said. “Up until that moment 
I had no idea the captain had painted a banner. One of 
the things that really struck me was the kindness and 
the joy that I experienced in my exchange when we real-
ized who each other was. I never do selfies. I got a selfie.”

Lundell was part of an Oregon delegation of eight to 
Newport’s sister city, Mombetsu. 
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Newport is ready 
to welcome Japanese 
sister city delegation

When Jasmine Graham’s first born 
entered the world three-and-a-half 
months early, the doctors whisked him 
away and told the young mother to pre-
pare to say goodbye.

Her baby boy — Sircharles Marc 
Anthony Jones — weighed just 2.2 
pounds and wasn’t expected to live more 
than a few hours.

Inside Providence St. Vincent Hospi-
tal’s neonatal intensive-care unit in Port-
land, Graham stood over the glass incu-
bator that held her son and read “A Child 
of Mine,” a poem by Edgar Guest.

“I will lend you, for a little time, a child 
of mine, He said. For you to love the while 
he lives, and mourn for when he’s dead. It 
may be six or seven years, or 22 or three. ...”

Sir, as his mother called him, defied 
the odds, growing into a healthy, happy 
and hardworking young man who 
planned to become a police officer.

But he still died prematurely.
Sir was shot to death on May 6, 2022, 

while working as a private security guard 
outside a hotel in Portland’s South Water-
front neighborhood. He was 22.

A year after the shooting, investigators 
have made no arrests in the homicide.

Multnomah County Senior Deputy 
District Attorney Amanda Nadell, the 
lead investigator on the case, declined to 
answer any questions about the circum-
stances of the shooting, saying the inves-
tigation is “open and active.”

Jones was patrolling the 2100 block of 
South River Parkway at the Marriott Res-
idence Inn Hotel that night. 

He’d been working as a security guard 
at Cascadia Global Security for two years. 
The hotel wasn’t his usual location; he 
had picked up an open shift at the last 
minute.

A little after 3 a.m., gunfire broke out.
Police found Jones in the driver’s seat 

of his girlfriend’s white Mitsubishi sedan, 

which was parked in the hotel’s back lot.
He had been shot in the head. The car’s 

windows were shattered, the car riddled 
with bullet holes.

It appears there are no suspects and few 
leads in Jones’ murder. 

This isn’t unusual: About 55% of Port-
land’s homicides last year have resulted 
in police identifying a suspect or making 
an arrest, excluding the fatal shootings 
by police but including the murder-sui-
cides.
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Mystery remains a year 
after security guard’s death

Jasmine Graham stands 
near where her son, 
Sircharles “Sir” Jones, 
22, was fatally shot last 
year. Jones was working 
security at the Marriott in 
South Waterfront when 
the shooting occurred. She 
had her son’s signature tat-
tooed on her wrist after he 
was killed.   Photos by Beth 
Nakamura, staff

‘He died protecting’: The 
22-year-old  was shot to 
death on the job outside of 
a South Waterfront hotel

Savannah Eadens     
The Oregonian/OregonLive

Lisa Moreno   The Oregonian/OregonLive

Oregon City’s quiet downtown streets are lined with 
hundreds of shady trees, with some shedding pink blos-
soms onto the pavement.

So staff at city hall were dismayed when they returned 
to work Monday to find an axed tree lying in their 
parking lot. A 2-foot stump and sawdust was all that 
remained Wednesday as evidence to the tree slaying.

Two people who appeared to be young were caught on 
surveillance camera running toward city hall and check-

ing out two trees around 4 a.m. Monday, city officials said. 
One carried a chainsaw. Then an unsuspecting golden 
rain tree met its death. Cameras didn’t capture its demise.

The tree had brightened the front of city hall since 
2009, said Jarrod Lyman, a spokesperson for Oregon City.

Christina Kissack, who works at Radiant Family Den-
tistry next door on Center Street, called the victim “a nice 
little tree,” in a city that is known for its greenery.

“When I see my kids doing something wrong to a tree, I 
make them apologize,” Kissack said “It’s a living thing, too.”
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Chainsaw massacre of tree prompts whodunit
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