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U.S. pins border 
hopes in part on  
mobile app, A3

Springfield schools 
get $10K grant to 
support literacy, B1
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Reds fall to Marlins
Cincinnati’s bats go silent in the series 
finale as the Reds fall to Miami, 3-1. C1

Biden trip
President embarks on an ambitious 
eight-day Indo-Pacific trip this week. A2

Clouds and sun
TODAY: 75/57 TUE.: 69/51 
WED.: 67/42 FORECAST: C6

Huntington Road between Ohio Route 41 and the Madison County line is scheduled for resurfacing by 
the Clark County Engineers Office. BILL LACKEY / STAFF

By Jessica Orozco
Staff Writer

Dozens of roads or bridges 
throughout Clark County will 
be resurfaced by late September 
as part of a joint road improve-
ment effort.

A little more than 33 miles 
throughout the county will be 
resurfaced by A&B Asphalt Cor-
poration as part of a more than 
$3 million contract, Clark County 
Engineer’s Office Chief Deputy 
Paul DeButy said. Some of the 
roads are in Bethel, German, 
Green, Harmony and Moore-
field townships, and others are 
in South Charleston and New 
Carlisle.

Many of the roads to undergo 
resurfacing haven’t been worked 
on for 12 to 18 years, DeButy said, 
so they have cracks, chips and 
other issues that need fixing.

“It is based on condition as well; 
more than likely they are rutting 
or having failure areas, cracking,” 
DeButy said. “They’re just ready 
to be resurfaced.”

Rutting is a pavement defor-
mation in which the road can 
be depressed and malformed.

The roads to be repaved and 
chip sealed include 2.82 miles 
of Huntington Road beginning 
at State Route 41 and ending 
at the Madison County Line, 
.69 miles of Woodbury Road in 
Bethel Township beginning at 
Lower Valley Pike and ending 
at the area apartments and .62 
miles of Airpark Drive in Green 
Township from start to finish at 
U.S. Route 68.

DeButy said most of the roads 
will not be closed; there will be 
flaggers directing traffic flow 
while construction is underway. 
He said some smaller, narrow 
roads will likely be closed for a 
short time, as resurfacing will 
not take long.

“Majority of the roads, it’ll take 
two passes to pave it, and there 

we’ll be able to keep one lane of 
traffic open,” DeButy said.

Clark County Commissioner 
Lowell McGlothin said during 
Wednesday’s regular commis-
sion meeting that “people don’t 
realize how much it costs to 
resurface” roads and that $3 
million gets much less work 
done than in years past.

DeButy said from 2022 to 
2023, prices have increased 
by about $10 per ton of asphalt. 
He said this is a smaller increase 
than expected and than from 
2021 to 2022, when prices went 
up about $25 per ton.

This kind of collaboration 
between townships and vil-
lages for road work is common, 
DeButy said, and each area’s 
roads to be resurfaced depends 
on their respective budgets and 
road issues.

The project will begin once 
contract paperwork is finished 
and a pre-construction meet-
ing is held, DeButy said. It will 
likely start by June and all roads 
will be finished by September.

Work to smooth out 
cracks, deformities 
expected to run from 
June to September; 
beware of flaggers.
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More than 33 miles of county 
roads targeted for upgrades

Many of the roads to undergo 
resurfacing haven’t been worked on 

for 12 to 18 years so they have cracks, 
chips and other issues that need 

fixing.

NEWS-SUN IN-DEPTH

By Jessica Orozco
Staff Writer

Almost a quarter of people in 
Clark County are living paycheck 

to paycheck, according to recent 
data.

These people are known as 
ALICE, meaning they are “asset 
limited, income constrained, 
employed,” and make enough 
money to put food on the table 
but have no savings and are barely 
getting by, Health Commissioner 
Charlie Patterson said in a recent 

Facebook livestream for the Clark 
County Combined Health Dis-
trict. Some may know them as 
the “working poor.”

Kerry Pedraza, executive direc-
tor of United Way of Clark, Cham-
paign and Madison counties, said 
in the livestream that many gov-
ernment benefit systems become 
available to those meeting federal 

poverty guidelines, where a single 
individual would have an annual 
salary of about $14,000 or less.

ALICE takes into consideration 
expenses like childcare, health 
care, food, transportation, rent 
and taxes, and a single person 
needs to make $23,000 a year to 
meet these needs, and may not 
qualify for governmental assis-

tance.
“You would not often know 

that your neighbor probably is an 
ALICE because, as our numbers 
reflect, there is a bigger popula-
tion than we were really aware 
of until we started doing these 
studies,” Pedraza said.

ALICE continued on A6

Half in Springfield live paycheck to paycheck — or worse
Large number in county 
have jobs but struggle to 
meet their basic needs.

PUBLIC HEALTH

By Samantha Wildow
Staff Writer

Breast cancer is the second 
deadliest type of cancer for 
women, following lung can-
cer, and doctors are increas-
ingly finding it among younger 
patients. Now, the U.S. Pre-
ventive Services Task Force to 
recommend screenings start 
at age 40 instead of its previ-
ous recommendation of 50.

“New and more inclusive 
science about breast cancer 
in people younger than 50 has 
enabled us to expand our prior 
recommendation and encour-
age all women to get screened 
every other year starting at age 
40,” said task force immedi-
ate past chair Dr. Carol Man-
gione. “This new recommen-
dation will help save lives and 
prevent more women from 
dying due to breast cancer.”

This change could result in 
19% more lives being saved, 
according to the task force.

“It’s a big thing for them to 
do this,” said Dr. William Mey-
ers, a radiologist with Ketter-
ing Health.

Kettering Health follows 
the recommendations of the 
American College of Radiology, 
Meyers said, which already 
recommends women start 
getting mammograms at age 

Breast continued on A6

Lowered 
age, 40, 
for breast 
screening 
could set 
new tone 
A federal task force 
has changed its 
recommendation.
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For millions of Americans, the 
COVID-19 emergency — that dis-
orienting stretch of lockdowns, 
mandates, free-floating anxiety 
and exhaustion — came to a muted 
end sometime during the past 
couple of years, brought about 
by vaccines and antiviral drugs.

The expiration of the federal 
public health emergency Thurs-
day was a barely noticed formality.

But signs remain everywhere of 

a changed country: in the many 
thousands of families quietly 
grieving a loss, in the struggles of 
those suffering from long COVID 
and in the continued reliance by 
many Americans on one of the 
pandemic’s most hotly debated 
tools: the humble mask.

“This is my new norm,” said 
Nicole Uhing, 38, who was masked 
and shelving books at a branch 
of the Des Moines Public Library.

Uhing, who said wearing a 

COVID continued on A4

COVID cautions continue, even as emergency ends
A masked 
subway rider 
in Manhattan 
on Thursday. 
Some 
Americans 
say they’ll 
continue to 
wear masks 
despite the 
end of the 
COVID federal 
emergency. 
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