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JACKSON TWP. – A slice of the La
Pizzaria restaurant and banquet com-
plex is expected to be sold to a local res-
taurateur.

Although operating, the La Pizzaria
site was foreclosed on four years ago —
the property has been overseen by
court-appointed receiver Timothy Fen-
wick since 2020.

Documents fi�led in February, in the
ongoing Stark County Common Pleas
Court foreclosure case, show a deal is in

place to sell one of the three buildings
for $1 million.

The buyer is Henry Lim, an owner of
Jasmine Asian Bistro, which has loca-
tions on 30th Street NW in Canton, and
at Thursday’s Plaza in Jackson Town-
ship. Lim declined comment on plans
for the La Pizzaria plot because he said
the sale hasn’t yet been fi�nalized.

The sales agreement is for the 1.26-
acre property at 4715 Hills and Dales
Road NW, commonly known as the
Fresco Room, according to information
on the La Pizzaria website.

Slice of La Pizzaria complex to be sold
Tim Botos
Canton Repository

USA TODAY NETWORK

The La Pizzaria restaurant and banquet facility sits on 6 acres. A piece of the
property and one of its buildings (not this one) is to be sold. REPOSITORY FILESee LA PIZZARIA, Page 6A

WASHINGTON – One outcome is
clear as Washington reaches for a bud-
get deal in the debt ceiling standoff�:
The ambitious COVID-19 era of gov-
ernment spending to cope with the
pandemic and rebuild is giving way to
a new focus on tailored investments
and stemming defi�cits.

President Joe Biden has said re-
couping unspent coronavirus money
is “on the table” in budget talks with
Congress. While the White House has
threatened to veto House Speaker Kev-
in McCarthy’s debt ceiling bill with its
“devastating cuts” to federal pro-
grams, the administration has sig-
naled a willingness to consider other
budget caps.

The end result is a turnaround from
just a few years ago, when Congress
passed and then-president Donald
Trump signed the historic $2.2 trillion
CARES Act at the start of the public
health crisis in 2020. It’s a dramatic
realignment even as Biden’s biparti-
san infrastructure law and Infl�ation
Reduction Act are now investing bil-
lions of dollars into paving streets,
shoring up the federal safety net and
restructuring the U.S. economy.

“The appetite to throw a lot more
money at major problems right now is
signifi�cantly diminished, given what
we’ve seen over the past several
years,” said Shai Akabas, director of
economic policy at the Bipartisan Pol-
icy Center, a nonpartisan organization
in Washington.

The Treasury Department has
warned it will begin running out of
money to pay the nation’s bills as soon
as June 1, though an estimate Friday
by the nonpartisan Congressional
Budget offi�ce put the deadline at the
fi�rst two weeks of June, potentially
buying the negotiators time.

“We’ve not reached the crunch
point yet,” Biden told reporters Satur-
day before fl�ying to Delaware for the
weekend. “There’s real discussion
about some changes we all could
make. We’re not there yet.”

Staff�-level negotiators resumed
talks Saturday.

The contours of an agreement 

Debt ceiling
talks put
new focus
on defi�cit
Lisa Mascaro
ASSOCIATED PRESS

See DEBT CEILING, Page 9A

CANTON −� The ball is well smacked, a one-hop-
per to the shortstop.

John Wellock can run, but not fast enough to beat
this one out.

He is at bat again two innings later and the same
thing happens.

If only he was as fast as when he was a 70-year-
old rookie.

Everybody agrees, though. At 93, he looks pretty
good.

It was opening day in the Silver League at the Wil-
lig softball fi�elds. Men from the Akron and Canton

areas gathered to play three 9:30 a.m. games in the
70-and-older division.

All eyes were on Field 1, where Wellock was catch-
ing. He received the fi�rst pitch, and then all of the
players from the games on Fields 2 and 3 made their
way to Field 1.

Sam Galluch from one of the other teams, Gal-
luch’s Pizza, presided over a quick surprise party in
Wellock’s honor.

“John is the oldest guy ever to play in the league,”
said Galluch, 71. “Everybody likes him and respects
him. We all think it’s awesome he’s able to play the
way he does.”

After a robust ovation, everyone went back to
playing ball.

After the game, the man of the hour corrected a
stranger who addressed him as Mr. Wellock.

“It’s John.”
“How are you feeling?” the stranger asked.

‘It’s been a 
good life so far’

John Wellock, 93, left, is presented an award from league President Tom Koch for being the oldest player in the Akron
Silver League during a ceremony at Willig Field in Canton Monday. KEVIN WHITLOCK/MASSILLON INDEPENDENT

93-year-old loves playing
ball in Canton, getting 
a beer with the boys
Steve Doerschuk Canton Repository | USA TODAY NETWORK

See WELLOCK, Page 5A


