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US hopes for border order
Mobile app grants 1,000 people a day a
chance to seek asylum NEWS, A4
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Lake George wins Adirondack League SPORTS, B1
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REHOBOTH BEACH, Del. —
President Joe Biden and con-
gressional leaders will likely
resume talks on Tuesday at the
WhiteHouseover thedebt limit,
thepresident saidSunday,as the
nation continues to edge closer
to its legal borrowing authority
with no agreement in sight.
The meeting was initially

supposed to be Friday, but was
abruptly postponed so staff-
level talks could continue before
Biden and the four congressio-
nal leaders huddled for a second
time. Administration and con-
gressional officials said Sunday
that a meeting has not been fi-
nalized, although Tuesday was
the likeliest option as Biden re-
turns toWashingtononMonday
and is scheduled to leave for the
Group of 7 summit in Japan on
Wednesday.
Biden did not detail much

progress in the talks, but said he
remainedhopeful that an agree-
ment could be reached with Re-
publicans toavoidwhatwouldbe
an unprecedented debt default,
which could trigger a financial
catastrophe.
“I remain optimistic because

I’macongenital optimist,”Biden
told reporterswhile out for abike
ride in Rehoboth Beach, Dela-
ware. “But I really think there’s
a desire on their part as well as
ours to reach an agreement. I
thinkwe’ll be able to do it.”
Aides said talkshadcontinued

throughout the weekend. But at
least publicly, there was little
indication that either theWhite
House or House Republicans
had budged from their initial
positions. Biden has called on
lawmakers to lift the debt limit
without preconditions, warn-
ing that the nation’s borrowing
authority should not be used to
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SOUTH GLENS FALLS —
More than seven hours after fire
brokeout in avacant commercial
building early Sunday morning,
residents were lined up across
the street to watch crews inves-
tigate and cleanupwhatwas left
of a former restaurant.
TheSaratogaCountySheriff’s

Office said in a news release that
deputieswere called to reports of
a fully involved structure fire at
22 Main St. in South Glens Falls
at 4:34 a.m.
Around noon on Sunday, one

tanker truck from the South
Glens Falls Fire Co. and state
fire investigators were still on
scene as an excavator was used
to clean upwhat littlewas left of
the commercial building.
The vacant building was for

many years the site of a Mc-
Donald’s restaurant and more
recently had been a Chinese
restaurant, the news release
said.
The fire spread to the south

side neighboring building,
which housesGlens Falls Candy
Co. and Wash and Wear Laun-
dry. It was visibly damaged and
will be closed until further no-
tice.
Traffic was being controlled

at both ends of the block where
the blaze took place.Crewswere

working to clean charred debris
back from the sidewalk and also
made sure no hot-spots were
left to reignite.
The sheriff’s office said there

were no injuries reported. The
buildings were not occupied
when the fire broke out.
As of late Sunday afternoon,

no additional information on
the fire was available, including
whether investigatorshaddeter-
mined a cause. Saratoga County
and New York State fire investi-
gators were called to the scene
The restaurant building

was listed for sale on the Loo-
pNet commercial real estate
website for $650,000. The
4,500-square-foot structure,
which also had a 48-space
parking lot, was originally built

in 1978.
In 2005, McDonald’s vacated

thebuilding tomove toanewsite
near the corner of Main Street
and Saratoga Avenue. After re-
maining vacant for two years,
Ray Chen purchased the build-
ing for $475,000 in 2007 to be
thehomeof anew locationofhis
upstateNewYorkChineseBuffet
restaurant business.
SaratogaCounty real estate re-

cords show the property is cur-
rently owned by Xiaomei Wang
of Saratoga Springs.

Blaze destroys building
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A fire broke out early Sunday morning at 22 Main St. in South Glens Falls, a vacant building that once housed McDonald’s and later a Chinese
restaurant. The fire spread to the neighboring building of Glens Falls Candy Co. and Wash and Wear Laundry. No injuries were reported.
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BUFFALO — Standing in the
same parking lot where he was
shot in the neck a year ago in a
racist attack at a Buffalo super-
market, Zaire Goodman said he
was grateful to see the commu-
nity come together in remem-
brance Sunday.
His family and others affected

by the mass shooting gathered
with top state and local offi-
cials, first responders and reli-
gious leaders to remember the
10 people who were killed and
three, including Goodman, who
were wounded at Tops Friendly
Market,whichclosedSunday for
the one-year anniversary of the
shootings.
Goodman, 21, who worked

at the store and was shot while
collectingcartsoutside,hasbeen
back to the market many times
since, even visiting while it was
being remodeled in theweeks af-
ter the massacre as some ques-
tioned whether it should ever
reopen.
“I just wanted to show people

that it’s alright.Wedon’t need to
close the store indefinitely,” he
said. “We know the store is still
important topeople in this area.”
MayorByronBrownread the 13

victims’namesbefore amoment

of silence.Afirst responder then
chimed a bell 13 times. Brown,
Gov. Kathy Hochul and U.S.
Senate Majority Leader Chuck
Schumerwere among thosewho
gave speeches.
“It’s abeautiful day. It’sMoth-

er’s Day,” Hochul said. “And the
cruel irony behind the fact is a
daywecelebrate a life that comes
into thisworld,making someone
amother, is also adaywe’re here
to think about those who are no
longerwithus. It’s hard. It’s been
a really hard year.”
Earlier in the week, panelists

discussedways to combat racism
and social media radicalization
and residents were invited to

reflect at anoutdoor community
gathering.
After Sunday’s ceremony,

Goodman recalled how after
beingwoundedhe ran across the
street in search of safety, calling
hismother along theway.
“Hey,youneed toget here,”he

told her.
Since then, Goodman’s

mother, Zeneta Everhart, and
other relatives of the victims
have spoken before Congress
about white supremacy and gun
reform and organized events
to address food insecurity that
worsened when the market, the
neighborhood’s only grocery
store, was inaccessible for two

months.
President Joe Biden honored

the lives of thosekilled inBuffalo
in anop-edpublishedSunday in
USA Today. He called on Con-
gress and state legislative leaders
to act by banning assault weap-
ons and high-capacity mag-
azines, requiring background
checks for all gun sales, and
repealing gun manufacturers’
immunity from liability.His ad-
ministration passed a landmark
gunmeasure in June following a
series ofmass shootings.
New York state law already

bans possessing magazines that
holdmore than 10 roundsof am-
munition.
Gun control organizations

and advocates including Moms
Demand Action and Students
Demand Action held nearly 200
events across the country over
theweekend,callingonCongress
to reinstate a bipartisan assault
weapons ban.
In Buffalo, Wayne Jones,

whosemotherCelestineChaney,
65, died in the attack, urged the
city and its institutions to keep
on investing in the area and its
residents even after the anni-
versary events are over.
That’s why he is willing, he

said, “to keep opening up this
wound that I have” and talk
about it.
After the remembrance cere-

mony, adults visited tents offer-
ing information about mental

Shooting victims remembered
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Shio Hikari Newkirk, 7, carries a rose after attending a remembrance
ceremony Sunday honoring the victims of last year’s mass shooting at
Tops supermarket in Buffalo.
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GLENS FALLS —Members of
the city’s Special Projects Com-
mittee recently met with the
Public Safety Board to go over
traffic safety issues associated
with an overnight parking pro-
gram.
The committee at priormeet-

ingshavehadguests fromthecity
weigh in on their idea of offer-
ing a permitted overnight park-
ing program. That has included
feedback fromJamieSchrammel,
Glens Falls fire chief, as well as
Jarred Smith, police chief.
Streetwidth is oneof the con-

cerns that the committee has.
Mayor Bill Collins, who is chair
of the public safety board, said
that a list of street widths are
kept up to datewith theDepart-
ment of Transportation.
Ben Lapham, committee

member and Fourth-Ward
Councilman, also asked about
the need for a street inventory.
Collins said that the city has
worked with Sara Frankenfeld,

Overnight
parking plans
reviewed

Vacant structure once
home to McDonald’s
in South Glens Falls

WATCH: To see
a video of the fire
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smartphone camera

at the QR code and tap the link.
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