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U-E earns fi�rst STAC 
baseball title in 19 years
SPORTS, 1B

For 134 years, Shepherd’s Food Market was a com-
munity staple for Pine City and the surrounding area.
The grocery store was owned by four generations of
the Shepherd family before closing its doors in 2017.

Now, a new family-owned enterprise is making its
debut at 1445 Pennsylvania Ave., with a similar focus
on small business and community connections.

The Pine City Post is opened to customers Friday.
The gift shop is owned and operated by Theron and
Anna Brown. 

The business has already garnered over 1,700 Face-
book followers, which Anna credits in part to interest
in what is happening at the former Shepherd’s Market.

“It was here for a very long time and a staple in the
Pine City community,” said Brown. “I have to give a lot
of credit to the fact that Shepherd’s was here before us
and a lot of people are eager to see what becomes of the

building where they grew up regularly getting their
groceries.”

Here’s what you need to know about the new busi-
ness.

Pine City Post opens 

Anna Brown, who owns The Pine City Post with her husband Theron, stands outside a new banner for the
gift shop at 1445 Pennsylvania Ave. in Pine City, site of the former Shepherd’s Food Market.
PROVIDED BY ANNA BROWN 

New store moves into old Shepherd’s Market location
Chris Potter
Elmira Star-Gazette | USA TODAY NETWORK

See NEW STORE, Page 7A

“Because it’s products we love and

use, we can stand behind them and

say these products are worth it as far

as quality and price point. We can

really recommend them to our

customers.”

Anna Brown co-owner of The Pine City Post

Gov. Kathy Hochul’s administration and several
Hudson Valley communities have declared states of
emergency in response to Title 42 ending Thursday,
which offi�cials expect to greatly increase the number
of asylum seekers and migrants arriving to New York. 

However, they’ve taken diff�erent approaches to
the crisis as they anticipate a surge of people arriving
at Manhattan’s Port Authority Bus Terminal, where
thousands have already arrived on chartered buses
from the U.S.-Mexico border to New York City.

Outside New York City Hall Thursday morning,
immigrant advocates blamed Mayor Eric Adams for
planning to send hundreds of asylum seekers to Hud-
son Valley hotels without coordinating with local or-
ganizations and governments. In turn, they also said
suburban Hudson Valley elected offi�cials used racist
and xenophobic language to describe people with a
legal right to claim asylum.

Rhetoric
or reality?
Immigrant advocates, elected
offi�cials across Hudson Valley
spar on how to handle expected
infl�ux of asylum seekers

Eduardo Cuevas
Poughkeepsie Journal I USA TODAY NETWORK

See ASYLUM, Page 4A

Vernon Downs Hotel Casino has fi�led a WARN no-
tice with the New York State Department of Labor
detailing plans to close by the end of the year and lay
off� all 249 of its employees. 

The casino, along with its Champions Buff�et, Ring
Eyed Pete’s and Triple 777 Café dining options is
scheduled to close Aug. 7, according to the WARN no-

tice, with the racetrack and other din-
ing options to follow in September and
the the rest of the casino and hotel
Dec. 31.

In a statement, Vernon Downs’
president and CEO, Jeff� Gural, called
on state lawmakers to off�er relief.

“Last year, Vernon provided jobs for
250 community members, $13 million

in tax revenue for New York State, but lost $2 million
dollars,” said Jeff� Gural, president and CEO of Vernon 

Vernon Downs
fi�les WARN
notice detailing
plans to close
Edward Harris
Utica Observer-Dispatch | USA TODAY NETWORK

See VERNON DOWNS, Page 2A
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Installing 
Seamless Gutters 

Since 1985

607-302-5989• Clog-Free Seamless Gutters 
• Lifetime No-Clog Guarantee • Still Made in America

GUTTER PROBLEMS?
Affordable Gutter Covers, Seamless Gutters and Repairs.  

Call Us Today!

FREE 
ESTIMATES 

SENIOR 
CITIZEN’S 
DISCOUNT

FREE GUTTER CLEANING

Offer cannot be combined with any other 
offers or prior purchases. Limited time offer!

We’ll Clean Your Gutter for 

FREE! 
With the purchase of Gutter Pro 

for Your Existing Gutters

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL

Ask for details
Offer cannot be combined with any other 

offers or prior purchases. Limited time offer!

Save an Additional 

$300 
If you Purchase at the Time 

of Estimate

Ask About Our Next-Day Installation


