
Who is up for the Metros?

Tune in at 7:30 p.m. Monday for our livestream announcing nominees for the 22nd Metropolitan High School Theatre Awards.
The Metros honor high school musicals from Westchester, Rockland, Putnam and Bergen counties. From “Little Shop of Hor-
rors” to “Jersey Boys,” “Bye Bye Birdie” to “Something Rotten!,” 56 schools are in the running. Live on lohud.com.
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Yonkers is one of four cities that was
recognized Wednesday by former
President Barack Obama for its success
with the My Brother’s Keeper program.

The recognition of Yonkers as an
MBK Model Community means it will
receive additional support to expand
the program in its mission to improve
outcomes for boys and young men of
color.

“To get that recognition shows that
Yonkers is utilizing the resources that
we have,” said Yonkers Mayor Mike
Spano, who accepted Obama’s 2014
challenge to communities to start the
program. “Everyone has bought into
My Brother’s Keeper.”

There are almost 250 MBK Commu-
nities throughout the country. In Yon-
kers, 2,600 students are in MBK. Elev-
en thousand students have participat-
ed since 2016. The program is in 32 of
39 schools in the district.

Yonkers was recognized specifi�cally
for its success with improving high
school graduation rates for students of
color.

Former President Barack Obama, far left, with representatives from four cities named MBK Model Communities in
Chicago on Wednesday. To the right of Obama are Ashley Harris Philippsen, of Tulsa, Okla.; Newark, N.J., Mayor Ras
Baraka; Willie Barney of Omaha, Neb.; and Yonkers Superintendent Edwin Quezada. THE OBAMA FOUNDATION

OBAMA RECOGNIZES
YONKERS’ SUCCESS
City is among 4 honored
as Model Community by
My Brother’s Keeper 
Diana Dombrowski
Rockland/Westchester Journal News

USA TODAY NETWORK

“Talk about seal of approval,” Yonkers
Mayor Mike Spano said of being
recognized by Obama, above. 
THE OBAMA FOUNDATION See YONKERS, Page 2A

Zachary Cohn’s cannabis addiction
took over his life as he squandered an
otherwise privileged upbringing in a
small Hudson Valley college town.

He hit bottom as a Syracuse Univer-
sity graduate living back home with
family in New Paltz more than a decade
ago. He was stealing cash from his par-
ents to buy marijuana and getting high
every day to numb his depression and
anxiety, while the drug’s eff�ects sapped
his ambition to become a fi�lmmaker.

“I feel like cannabis robbed me of that
life,” Cohn, now 36, recalled recently.
“Because I really had no other passions
or interests or desire to do anything else
than get high.”

The debilitating addiction only broke
for Cohn after his family held an inter-
vention, forcing him into inpatient
treatment. He has since forged a new
life as a recovery coach at Mountainside
Treatment Center in Manhattan.

But that shot at redemption, Cohn
said, may have never come in today’s
post-marijuana legalization New York,
as concerns mount about high-potency
marijuana sold legally to adults and on
the black market to all ages. 

The state legalized recreational
marijuana in 2021, making possession
of small amounts of marijuana legal im-
mediately and starting the clock on a
recreational industry rollout that is now
well underway. Several recreational dis-
pensaries have opened across the state,
including in Ithaca, Schenectady and
New York City. 

ER visits for
cannabis up
44% across
New York
Data points to health
risks posed by drug use 

David Robinson
Rockland/Westchester Journal News
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New details about recent spikes in
cannabis-related ER visits in New York
illustrated why experts are concerned
about cannabis use as a health care
threat. TANYA BREEN/ASBURY PARK PRESS

See CRISIS, Page 4A

WHITE PLAINS — Within a few
years, the new Court Street Residences
should be ready to off�er seniors aff�ord-

able housing in an environment de-
signed to be LGBTQ-friendly: 140 units
of studio and one-bedroom apart-
ments; offi�ces for The LOFT, an
LGBTQ+ community center that
serves Westchester; and medical of-
fi�ces for an LGBTQ-affi�rming health

care provider.
But right now, the southwest corner

of Court and Quarropas streets houses
a county-owned parking lot, next to the
Board of Elections.

Aff�ordable housing planned for LGBTQ seniors
Nancy Cutler
Rockland/Westchester Journal News
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See HOUSING, Page 2A

She’s the fi�rst in the race for a
Hudson Valley seat that Demo-
crats are itching to win back and
Republicans will do everything to
hold.

Democrat Liz Gereghty
launched her campaign last week

for the congression-
al district that GOP
Rep. Mike Lawler
narrowly won in an
upset six months
ago. It’s one of a
handful of swing
seats in New York
that will help determine which
party wins control of the House
next year.

Gereghty, a 50-
year-old mother of
three from West-
chester County, is
new to politics, but
linked to it through a
family tie that is
splashed in every

headline about her candidacy: Her
sister is Michigan Gov. Gretchen
Whitmer, a rising Democratic star.

Still waiting in the wings is an-
other Democrat many voters al-
ready know: former Rep. Mondaire
Jones, a Rockland County native
who represented the district for
two years until a 2022 redistricting
fi�asco forced him to seek another
seat in New York City instead.

Jones has said he’s “seriously 

One Democrat joins 17th District race
Gereghty
launches
campaign
to take on 
Republican
incumbent
Lawler

Chris McKenna 
Rockland/Westchester Journal News

USA TODAY NETWORK

Gereghty Lawler

See DISTRICT 17, Page 4A
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