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Three families who lost loved ones in the racist
mass killing in Buff�alo have sued online platforms, a
body armor manufacturer, the parents of the murder-
er and others.

The 142-page lawsuit, fi�led Friday in state Su-
preme Court in Erie County, is one of the fi�rst of what
is expected to be several arising from the murders by
Payton Gendron of 10 Black people at the Tops su-
permarket in East Buff�alo on May 14, 2022.

Gendron in November pleaded guilty in an Erie
County court to the 10 murders and state hate crimes.
Gendron was 18 at the time of his massacre.

“Payton Gendron has pled guilty to these murders,
and is no longer a danger to society,” Buff�alo attorney
John Elmore, one of the lawyers representing the
three families, said in a statement. “However, the so-
cial media platforms that radicalized him, and the
companies that armed him, must still be held ac-
countable for their actions. Our goal, on behalf of our
clients, is to make this community and our nation
safer and prevent other mass shootings.”

Among those being sued are digital platforms
Meta Platforms, Inc., formerly Facebook; Snap Inc.;
Alphabet Inc., Google’s parent company; Discord
Inc.; Reddit Inc.; and Amazon.com Inc., which oper-
ates the Twitch livestreaming service.

The online services allowed Gendron to connect
with others motivated by a white supremacist ideol-
ogy and also gave him platforms to livestream his vi-
olent and racist assault, according to lawyers for the
families and online experts assisting the litigation.
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Had Garnell Whitfi�eld Jr.’s mother been alive on April 7, in-
stead of gunned down at a Buff�alo supermarket by a white su-
premacist nearly a year before, she would have turned 87.

Whitfi�eld, a man of unbending faith, sees a powerful harmo-
ny with the fact that the birthday of his mother, Ruth Whitfi�eld,
this year would have fallen on the Good Friday date of April 7, for
Christians like him a day of death followed by rebirth. Similarly,
he sees that same harmony with the May 14 anniversary of the
murder of his mother and nine other Black people at the Tops
supermarket: That day is also Mother’s Day.
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‘She’s always
with me’

His mother’s murder has led one man to activism 
against racism, extremism and gun violence
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PHOENIX – Scientists at Phoenix-
based company ElectraTect are working
to create a marijuana Breathalyzer to
detect recent consumption of THC – the
major psychoactive component in mari-
juana.

As marijuana decriminalization
spreads across the country, the market
for the plant has fl�ourished, along with a
need for technology that can detect THC
impairment.

Currently, marijuana is completely
banned in only three states; 38 states,
three territories and the District of Co-
lumbia allow medical use of cannabis
products, and more than 20 states allow
recreational use for adults, according to
the National Conference of State Legis-
latures.

“I think especially in states where it’s

legalized, we do need a device that can
detect whether someone is impaired,”
said Kayla Merker, research assistant
for ElectraTect.

ElectraTect was founded in 2020 af-
ter CEO Evan Darzi and co-founder Neil
K. Garg decided to create a company
that would focus on the detection of
THC, based on their prior work at UCLA.

Darzi, who was born and raised in Ar-
izona, earned his bachelor’s and mas-
ter’s degrees from Arizona State Univer-
sity in medicinal biochemistry. After
getting his doctorate from the Univer-
sity of Oregon in 2016, he received a Na-
tional Institutes of Health grant to work
as an organic chemist at UCLA.

After working together, Garg and
Darzi realized there’s a greater need for
the general public to understand the im-
portance of science in everyday prob-
lem-solving.

“I think when people hear about
chemistry or science, they kind of shud-
der and don’t like to think about it,” Dar-
zi said. “So we really wanted to do what 

Marijuana Breathalyzers could help detect THC levels
Research to understand
level of impairment could
decrease risks
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A city of Miami police officer conducts a fi�eld sobriety test at a DUI traffic
checkpoint in Miami, Florida. Scientists at Phoenix-based company ElectraTect
are working to create a marijuana Breathalyzer to detect recent consumption of
THC. JOE RAEDLE/GETTY IMAGES FILE See BREATHALYZER, Page 4A


