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BILL BARLOW
Staff Writer

WILDWOOD — With weather warming
and weekend shore visits on the rise, there
are still a few portions of the Boardwalk
blocked off with chain-link fences as the

most recent phase of re-
construction winds down.

It should be completed
within a few weeks, Mayor
Pete Byron said during
Wednesday’s City Com-
mission meeting.

“It’s open now,” he said.
The latest phase of

Boardwalk repairs, from
Maple to 26th avenues, was described as
complete last month, when that section
of the Boardwalk reopened to pedestrians.

At the time, officials said there remained

a shortfall of the decking material, de-
scribing it as being delayed by the Brazilian
government.

The city is still waiting for the final ship-
ment of lumber.

The Boardwalk reconstruction is being
done with tropical hardwood. In previous
interviews, Byron cited the good looks of
the long-lasting material, and said the
wood being used was certified as envi-
ronmentally responsible.

Previous boardwalk projects in Wild-
wood and other New Jersey shore towns
drew controversy from environmental-
ists who argued the use of tropical woods
could be harming the rainforests in Brazil.

While there has been little controversy
over the use of the wood this time, there
have been delays.

“We’re still short about 10% on lumber,”
Byron said at the meeting. “As they say, it’s
in the mail. We should be getting that last
delivery any time now.”

At the meeting, Commission members

Mayor: Boardwalk wood ‘is in the mail’

BILL BARLOW, STAFF WRITER

Chain-linked fences are seen Thursday blocking off incomplete sections of the Boardwalk in
Wildwood. Mayor Pete Byron said shipping delays have held up the reconstruction project’s
completion, but he anticipates the job will be done in a few weeks.
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ATLATNIC CITY — The Pu-
chicon Anime & Gaming Conven-
tion was held over the weekend at
Bally’s Atlantic City Hotel & Ca-
sino.

Fans from throughout the region
came roam the convention halls
and ballrooms to compare cosplays,
browse through merchandise and
celebrate the anime industry.

Rich Rejmentowski and Sammy
Mansuetom, came from New
York dressed as characters from
Pokémon and the “How Heavy are
the Dumbbells you Lift?” magna.
They said they spent hours work-
ing on the wigs and accessories for
their costumes and thought the
resort city was an ideal place for a
convention.

“I like Atlantic City, I like to cos
(cosplay) too, but she likes to cos a
lot and I was like alright, let’s go,”
Rejementowski said.

Gabriela Trzepizur, of Toms
River, and in cosplay, is a frequent
anime convention attendee, hav-
ing gone to three this year. She said
she was excited by the merchandise
and meet with others fans.

“It’s nice to take pictures, es-
pecially, and getting recognized
for your cosplay and everything,”
Trzepizur said.

Puchicon was founded in 2019
by Jennifer Perez to create a wel-
coming, inclusive atmosphere for
all kinds of anime fans. Its mission
was obvious over the weekend,
with fans from all ages at the event,
as well an assemblage of vendors.

Keni Thomas, of Philadelphia,
was at the convention on behalf
of Philly Otaku. He came with
prints and drawings he made fea-
turing combinations of different
characters and themes, including
Pikachu combined with Benjamin
Franklin; and Princess Peach from
Super Mario Brothers dressed in
‘80s clothes. Thomas, who also
goes by the pen name Thomcat23,
said he was always a fan of anime
and video games and soon found
himself going to conventions. He
is also currently an art resident at
Cherry Street Pier in Philadelphia.

“Just being a geek, I strangely fell
into it,” Thomas said. “If you make
fan work all the time sooner or later
you will run into the con world, be-
cause that’s where all that stuff sort
of lives.”

Tim Heck and Kaeya Moyer,
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Mark Brasof, drummer with the band Stereotytans, performed Saturday at the Puchicon Anime & Gaming Convention at
Bally’s Atlantic City Hotel & Casino. The two-day convention brought cosplayers, venders, artists and more to celebrate
their favorite anime and other media.

‘JUST BEING A GEEK’
Anime fans dress up, enjoy Puchicon in Atlantic City
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Pete Byron anticipates
reconstruction will be
complete in a few weeks
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