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HACKENSACK — Nearly 45 years
after a fi�re swept through the parish
hall of Christ Episcopal Church and
damaged its pipe organ, the instru-
ment will play again at a concert cele-
brating its revival Monday night.

Mark Wright, the church’s music di-
rector, has spent the last three years,
along with a group of dedicated volun-
teers, meticulously repairing much of
the organ’s innards, including its
roughly 3,000 pipes.

When Wright came to the church
from Saint John the Divine in Has-
brouck Heights in 2018 after the two
congregations began worshipping to-
gether, he said he was told: “The organ
here is hopeless, use the piano.”

The organ was badly out of tune,
hundreds of pipes didn’t work, and
when some of its stops were opened,

there would be endless cyphering, or
sounding of notes.

“It was in bad shape,” said Wright,
76, a retired high school English teach-
er. “So little of it was usable.”

In 2020, out of curiosity, Wright
peeked inside the massive instrument.
Rickety ladders led to three levels,

stretching 30 feet high. Every surface
was covered in dust. Over the years,
people had stuff�ed all kinds of things
inside: old work pants, decades-old
college papers and a wooden airplane.

The project seemed daunting, but 

Pipe dream comes true

Music director Mark Wright works to repair a pipe organ at Christ Episcopal Church in Hackensack. The instrument was
damaged during a 1978 Christmas Eve fi�re and from years of neglect.
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The revived pipe organ will be played at a concert Monday night.
PHOTOS BY MICHAEL KARAS/NORTHJERSEY.COM
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Time is running out to raise the U.S
debt ceiling before the country runs out
of money to pay its bills — as early as
June 1 by some estimates. 

Such a move could lead to cata-
strophic fi�nancial harm for American
households and the global economy, ex-
perts warn. If the U.S government de-
faults, they say, it could trigger job cuts,
stock market volatility, delays in pay-
ments to federal benefi�ts like Social Se-
curity and a recession. 

The White House and lawmakers are
in a stalemate over eff�orts to raise the
nation’s $31 trillion debt limit. House
Republicans are pushing for steep do-

Debt ceiling
crisis could
cost state
193,000 jobs
Nation’s default could be
catastrophic, expert says
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It’s hard to see how money promoting
the spectacle of two men in shorts bash-
ing each other into hamburger meat —
with the help of kicks to the head and
groin — was what the Biden administra-
tion had in mind when crafting plans for
pandemic relief two years ago. 

But Prudential Center is expected to
receive $3.5 million from the State Fis-
cal Recovery Fund, a stockpile of CO-
VID-19 relief, to help underwrite the May
6 mixed martial arts event. Nearly ev-
eryone who had a hand in greenlighting
the corporate welfare is cheering the de-
cision.
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As pandemic
dollars flow, is
there a whiff of
pork? Of course

See STILE, Page 6A


