
MONDAY, MAY 15, 2023 WHERE YOUR STORY LIVES OMAHA.COM

Index

Weather

18 PAGES  •  $3.00

Classifieds .................B7
Comics .................... B10
Obituaries ................ B6

Puzzles ..................... B9
What to watch ..........A7

High: 59
Morning rain

Low: 52
Details: A8

2-year-old safe
After shooting, man taken into  

custody but 2-year-old girl  
found unharmed. Page A7

Final goal in sight
The Class A and B girls state soccer 
champions will be crowned tonight. 

Sports

Kamryn Meyer 
and UNO 

punched their 
ticket to the 

NCAA softball 
regionals. See 

where they and 
NU are headed. 

Sports

Damage from 
thunderstorms 
that spawned 
tornadoes 
mostly confined 
to farmsteads.
Midlands, 
Page A3

JOE DEJKA
World-Herald Staff Writer 

Consumers in Nebraska could 
win big in the years ahead as in-
ternet providers invest in new de-
livery systems and compete to lure 
customers with the promise of 
faster speeds at reasonable prices.
 Several fiber-optic internet pro-

viders are moving into the metro 
Omaha area for the first time, 
hoping to peel off home-internet 
customers from existing provid-
ers.
Allo is coming into La Vista, 

Papillion and Gretna, Fastwyre 
to Bellevue and Google Fiber to 
Omaha.
The companies claim they will 

be able to deliver fast more reliable 
service to meet growing consumer 
demand for speedier uploads and 
downloads.
Meantime, new technology 

is allowing companies that of-
fer phone service to get into the 
home-internet business.
Verizon, for instance, is offer-

ing wireless 5G fixed home inter-
net and wooing customers with 
speeds faster than such companies 
could offer in the past.
This surge in company interest 

appears driven in part by the ex-
plosion of internet use during the 
pandemic, which has continued to 

grow since then, but also by com-
panies’ belief that there is money 
to be made in Omaha.
According to the internet ana-

lytics company Opensignal, the 
nation’s consumers currently have 
more choice of broadband provid-
ers than ever before.
“Now, cable companies and 

incumbent telephone companies 
face competition from new fiber 
overbuilders and fixed wireless 
players using the latest 5G tech-
nology,” the company said last fall.

The term overbuilders refers to 
those companies that are coming 
into markets already served.
  Companies across Nebraska are 

making a substantial investment 
in the future, said Brad Moline, 
chief executive officer of Allo, 
which is moving into La Vista, 
Papillion and Gretna.
In the next five years, Moline 

said, “there will literally be more 
than a billion dollars invested in 

Metro area offered more 
internet speed, choices
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Jose Macias guides conduit for fiber internet off a spool for burial at the roadside in Gretna. Allo will use the fiber to deliver 
broadband internet to customers.

EMILY NITCHER
World-Herald Staff Writer 

Patricia “Big Mama” Barron 
never wanted her restaurant to 
be known solely for its chicken.
But when the Food Network 

stopped by Big Mama’s Kitchen 
and Catering, they homed in on 
the oven-fried chicken. Now, 
it’s the No. 1 item at the popular 
North Omaha restaurant.
Gladys Harrison, president 

of the restaurant and Barron’s 
daughter, said there’s so much 
more to try at the family-owned 
restaurant. There’s fried fish, 
sweet potato pie ice cream, 

cornbread, collard greens, rotat-
ing specials and Harrison’s favor-
ite sides — sweet potato pudding 

Big Mama’s has more than oven-fried chicken
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Gladys Harrison prepares to bring food to a customer at Big 
Mama’s Kitchen.

CHAMPING AT THE GIGABIT

A machine drills a path underground for the the installation of fiber 
in Gretna. 

The popular North  
Omaha restaurant offers 
lots of dishes to try

IF YOU GO
Big Mama’s Kitchen and Ca-
tering is open 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Tuesday through Saturday. 
Closed on Sunday and Monday.

The address is 2112 North 30th 
St. Park on the Patricia “Big 
Mama” Barron Street side of 
the building and enter through 
the doors under the “Dining 
Room” sign. 

For more information, call 
402-455-6262. Or visit bigma-
maskitchen.com.

Please see MAMA’S, Page A7

Please see INTERNET, Page A2

CHRISTOPHER BURBACH
World-Herald Staff Writer 

As Douglas County prepares to 
open its new downtown Omaha 
juvenile detention center, it is 
renegotiating its contracts with 
Sarpy County and the State of 
Nebraska to house young people 
who are being held while their 
cases progress.
The County Board appears 

poised to limit the detention of 
youths from jurisdictions outside 
Douglas County. The issues have 
to do with money and with capac-
ity in the new detention center, 
scheduled to open this fall. With 
64 beds, it will be smaller than the 
current 96-bed Douglas County 
Youth Center which as of last 
week held about 80 young people.
The cost to house detained 

young people has gone up, 
Douglas County Board member 
Chris Rodgers said. Also, Doug-
las County will have less juvenile 
detention space come January, a 
situation that state juvenile pro-
bation officials have known since 
2020 was coming, he said. Rod-
gers said the juvenile detention 
center move also is intended to 
cause reforms — including for 
the state to develop better alter-
natives, programs, placements 
and services to serve young peo-
ple who don’t need to be detained.
Douglas County has said it 

plans to close the current facil-
ity in January 2024. As that date 
approaches, and as hoped-for 
programs and services have not 
yet materialized to a large enough 
scale, the board and county offi- 
cials have been looking for ways to 
reduce the detention center pop-
ulation below the capacity of the 
new facility.
Douglas County gave notice 

months ago to the State of Ne-
braska and Sarpy County that it 
would terminate its contracts to 
provide them juvenile detention 
services. The contract with the 
Nebraska State Administrative 
Office of the Courts and Probation 
ended May 1. The contract with 
Sarpy County ended in December, 
but the Douglas and Sarpy County 
Boards voted in January to extend 
it through June 30. Talks have 
been under way for about a year, 
and the extension was meant to 
give both counties time to “figure 
out a better long-term solution” 
said Kim Hawekotte, Douglas 

New detention center 
might be less apt  
to house juveniles  
from outside county

Douglas 
may limit 
detention 
services
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