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Expanding 
efforts
ConnectioN Point 
requests landmark 
designation.   LOCAL, A3

Penn State 
pummeled
Nebraska is on its 
way to Big Ten after 
Sunday sweep.   SPORTS, B1

MARTHA STODDARD
Omaha World-Herald 

With just 13 days left in the 
legislative session, a proposal to 
implement Nebraska’s new voter 
identification requirement is ex-
pected to reach the full Legisla-
ture early this week.

State Sen. Tom Brewer of Gor-
don, the Government, Military 
and Veterans Affairs Committee 
chairman, predicted the com-
mittee will advance a carefully 
crafted measure that brings to-
gether ideas from multiple bills 
and that lawmakers will pass it.

“The job of passing voter ID 
legislation involves threading 
the needle between the new 
language in Ne-
braska’s Consti-
tution and the 
Supreme Court’s 
interpretation of 
the federal Con-
stitution,” he 
said. “We also 
have to make sure 
that the orders 
we give to our 
county elections 
officials can be 
executed.”

The measure 
likely will be an 
amendment to LB535 that has 
been forged through weeks of 
sometimes heated negotiations 
between Brewer and Sen. Julie 
Slama of Dunbar, who intro-
duced LB535 and led efforts to 
put a voter ID measure on last 
November’s ballot.

The ballot measure, which 
passed overwhelmingly, re-
quires voters to present “valid 
photographic” ID before casting 
a ballot “in any election.” The 
constitutional amendment left 
it to lawmakers to determine 
how the requirement should be 
carried out.

Secretary of State Bob Evnen, 

MEGAN JANETSKY
Associated Press 

MEXICO CITY — For weeks, 
Solangel Contreras raced.

The Venezuelan migrant and 
her family of 22 trudged through 
the dense jungles of the Darien 
Gap and hopped borders across 
Central America.

They joined thousands of 
other migrants from across the 
Hemisphere in a scramble to 
reach the United States-Mexico 
border and request asylum.

They raced, unsure what 
changing migratory rules and 
the end of a pandemic-era bor-
der restriction, Title 42, would 
mean for their chances at a new 
life in the U.S.

But after missing that cutoff, 
robbed in Guatemala and cross-
ing into Mexico shortly after the 
program ended Thursday night, 
Contreras, 33, had only one cer-
tainty in her mind: “We’re going 
to keep going.”

Confusion rippled from the 
U.S.-Mexico border to migrant 
routes across the Americas, as 
migrants scramble to understand 
complex and ever-changing pol-
icies. While Title 42 has come 
to an end, the flow of migrants 
headed north has not.

From the rolling mountains 
and jungles in Central America to 
the tops of trains roaring through 
Mexico, migrants from Vene-
zuela, Cuba, Haiti, Colombia, 
Nicaragua, Ecuador and beyond 
push forward on their journeys.

“We’ve already done every-
thing humanly possible to get 
where we are,” Contreras said, 
resting in a park near a river di-
viding Mexico and Guatemala.

The problem, experts say, is 
that while migration laws are 
changing, root causes pushing 
people to flee their countries in 
record numbers only stretch on.

“It doesn’t appear to be the 

case that this is going to curb 
the push or pull factors for mi-
gration from Central America, 
South America and other parts 
of the world,” said Falko Ernst, 
senior analyst for International 
Crisis Group in Mexico. “The 
incentives for people to flee and 
seek refuge in safer havens in the 
United States are still in place.”

For Contreras, that push came 
after her brother was killed in Ec-
uador for not paying extorsions 
to a criminal group. The family 
was living in a small coastal town 
in the south after fleeing eco-
nomic crisis in Venezuela two 
years earlier.

Others, including 25-year-old 
migrant Gerardo Escobar, left in 
search of a better future after 
struggling to make ends meet in 
Venezuela like Contreras’ family.

Escobar trekked along train 
tracks Friday morning just out-
side Mexico City, with 60 other 
migrants, including families 
and small children. They hoped 
to climb aboard a train that mi-
grants have used for decades.

Escobar was among many to 
say he had no clue what the end 
of Title 42 would mean, and he 
didn’t particularly care.

“My dream is to get a job, eat 
well, help my family in Vene-
zuela,” he said. “My dream is to 
move forward.”

Despite misinformation 
prompting a rush to the border 
this past week, analysts and 
those providing refuge to mi-
grants said that they don’t expect 
new policies to radically stem the 
flow of migrants.

Title 42 allowed authorities to 
use a public health law to rapidly 
expel migrants crossing over the 
border, denying them the right to 
seek asylum. U.S. officials turned 
away migrants more than 2.8 
million times under the order.

New rules strip away that abil-
ity to simply expel asylum seekers 
but add stricter consequences to 
those not going through official 
migratory channels. Migrants 

Migrants go the distance
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A Venezuelan migrant uses an emergency blanket as cover from the rain Saturday near the banks of the Rio Grande in Matamoros, Mexico.

Lawmakers 
expected to 
tackle voter 
ID this week

EMILY NITCHER
Omaha World-Herald 

Patricia “Big Mama” Barron 
never wanted her restaurant to 
be known solely for its chicken.

But when the Food Network 
stopped by Big Mama’s Kitchen 
and Catering, they honed in on 
the oven-fried chicken. Now, it’s 
the number one item at the pop-
ular North Omaha restaurant.

Gladys Harrison, president 
of the restaurant and Barron’s 
daughter, said there’s so much 

more to try at the family-owned 
restaurant. There’s fried fish, 
sweet potato pie ice cream, corn-
bread, collard greens, rotating 
specials and Harrison’s favorite 
sides — sweet potato pudding 
and macaroni and cheese, which 
she likes to eat together.

Big Mama’s is one of 70 stops 
on the Nebraska Passport tour-
ism program, the annual tourism 
promotion effort that encourages 
Nebraskans and others to visit a 
variety of attractions, parks, cof-
fee shops, restaurants, stores and 
more across the state. Each week, 
we’re highlighting one or more of 
the locations.

Passport participants collect 
physical or digital stamps at 

Passport stop offers famous food

CHRIS MACHIAN,  
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Gladys Harrison brings food to 
customers at Big Mama’s Kitchen 
on Tuesday.

VANESSA ARREDONDO
Los Angeles Times 

Fentanyl-related deaths 
among children increased more 
than 30-fold between 2013 and 
2021, illustrating the opioid cri-
sis’ unrelenting impact across 
the United States, according to 
a study by the Yale School of 
Medicine.

Between 1999 and 2021, 37.5% 
of all fatal pediatric opioid poi-
sonings were caused by fentanyl, 
according to the study published 
Monday in the Journal of the 
American Medical Association. 
The drug is now the primary 
agent noted in the pediatric opi-
oid crisis, said Julie Gaither, the 
study’s author and an assistant 
professor of pediatrics and epi-
demiology at Yale.

The study tracked data for 
more than two decades of opi-
oid deaths among people under 
20 and found that almost 5,194 
children and teens have died 
from fentanyl.

In 2021, nearly 70,000 U.S. 
adults fatally overdosed on fen-
tanyl, the biggest spike in over-
dose deaths in the country’s 

Fentanyl-related 
deaths rising for 
kids, study finds

End of Title 42 
hasn’t stopped 
asylum seekers

Tents are set up Saturday on the banks of the Rio Grande at a makeshift 
migrant camp in Matamoros, Mexico.

’23

Restaurant known 
for its chicken and 
sweet potato pie

If You Go
Big Mama’s Kitchen and Ca-
tering is open 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Tuesday through Saturday. 
Closed on Sunday and Mon-
day.
The address is 2112 North 
30th St. Park on the Patricia 
“Big Mama” Barron Street 
side of the building and enter 
through the doors under the 
“Dining Room” sign. 
For more information, call 
402-455-6262. Or visit bigma-
maskitchen.com.
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