
Camellia Court Rest Home
84 Harewood Road, Papanui
Phone 03 375 0722

Brookhaven
Retirement Village
29 Alport Place, Woolston
Phone 03 384 5046

Golden Age
Retirement Village
96 Harewood Road, Papanui
Phone 03 375 0720

Hoon Hay Rest Home
16 Anvers Place, Hoon Hay
Phone 03 379 7825

Hoon Hay House
Dementia
16 Anvers Place, Hoon Hay
Phone 03 335 0297

Albarosa Rest Home
80 Harewood Road,
Papanui
Phone 03 375 0727

Somerfield Rest Home
137 Barrington Street,
Somerfield
Phone 03 332 5897

A Leader in Healthcare
Excellence for the
Older Person
Golden Healthcare group offers
a wide range of facilities to suit
everybody’s needs.

goldenhealthcare.co.nz
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Hundreds
of green
thumbs at
plant day
Organisers hoped
10 or more
volunteers might
show up to help
plant trees in the
Red Zone – more
than 400 turned
out for the Mother’s
Day Eco-Action
Planting Day.

Charlotte Shan, 5, with mum, Sarah
Shan, during the Mother’s Day Eco-
Action Planting Day yesterday.
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Pressure on for sport space
Charlie Gates and Tina Law
Recreation
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Metro sports facility delay forces youngsters to play basketball after dark

“We are just waiting and hoping that the
courts in town can hurry up and get done.”
Alice Clarkson
Pioneer Basketball Clubmanager

Children as young as 7 are
playing basketball into the night
because of a shortage of court
space caused by delays to the
troubled metro sports facility.

Delays to the Christchurch
rebuild project, known as
Parakiore, have also led to
waiting lists at volleyball and bas-
ketball clubs, competitive
swimmers quitting the sport due
to the high cost of competing

away from home, and some clubs
turning away prospective
players. The project has been
beset by delays and cost rises. It
was initially set to be completed
in late 2021 and to cost $301
million but is now not expected to
be finished until spring 2024 and
to open in early 2025, at a cost of
at least $317m.

The facility will have a 10-lane,
50m pool with 1000 seats for
spectators, a diving pool, five
hydroslides and several indoor
courts for various sports, which
would largely solve the shortage

of sports space in the city.
Pioneer Basketball Club man-

ager Alice Clarkson said 7-year-
olds were having to play until
7.30pm because of a court short-
age in Christchurch. Adults
sometimes play until 10pm.

“It is not ideal,” she said.

“[The children] love the game
so we don’t see the problems but
the parents struggle with the din-
ner times and bed times. We have
pushback from the parents.

She said they had to turn away
about 50 adult players this
season. Teams have also had to

play fortnightly, rather than
weekly, to free up court space.

“We are supposed to be open to
everyone but we are looking at
cutting people and that is never
enjoyable. We are just waiting
and hoping that the courts in
town can hurry up and get done.”

Bridget Edwards takes her son
Harvey Janssen, 7, to the Hoops
Skills Academy at Pioneer
Stadium on Tuesday nights. She
said he was only able to play bas-
ketball games in the summer


